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Editor's Note 
This issue of the journal has a wide variety of articles dealing with multiple 
dimensions of ethnicity. The first article by Arthur S. Evans, Jr. and Sara 
Torres focuses on the perceptions of domestic abuse among Mexican 
American and Anglo American women. More importantly, the paper deals 
with the role culture plays in the perception, definition, and interpretation of 
domestic abuse issues. 
The manuscript by Douglas J. Buege investigates the influence of 
European American ideologies between Inuit people and the Arctic 
environments they inhabit. He describes these connections and suggests 
that these connections be examined, understood and abandoned in order 
to improve the quality of life for the Inuit. In a related article, Charles W. 
Hunt discusses the relationship between racism and AIDS by focusing on 
the African origin theories of HIV-1. He concludes that the African origins 
theory is based not upon scientific logic but rather upon victim-blaming. 
The work of Vernon J. Williams, Jr. in this issue takes a more encompassing 
view of race relations via social science. The rather recent inclusion of 
white women, African Americans, Asian Americans, and American Indians 
into historiography has provided an impetus to making American intellectual 
history more inclusive. 
Finally, I am pleased to publish in our journal the work of Susan L. Rockwell, 
our first NAES Student Paper Competition winner. She has written on the 
work of Leslie Marmon Silko and how this scholarship has contributed to 
preserving the oral culture of Native Americans. The Association has 
developed this paper competition for both graduate and undergraduate 
students. This competition is an annual event and we want to invite student 
scholars to submit their work, as well as strongly urge faculty to help identify 
and encourage their students to submit their work. It is our hope this will 
allow us to make meaningful connections with scholars who will continue the 
struggle to write about the past, present and future issues challenging, 
facing and confronting the discipline of ethnic studies. 
Miguel A. Carranza 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
Perceptions of Domestic Abuse Among 
Mexican American and Anglo American Women 
Arthur S. Evans, Jr. 
Florida Atlantic University 
Sara Torres 
University of South Florida 
This paper exam ines the ro le of culture in shaping percept ions,  
defi n it ions ,  and interpretat ions Mexican American a n d  Anglo 
American women hold of domestic abuse.  Two theoretical v i ews 
conce r n i n g  p e rcept ions that M exican A m e ricans may h o l d  of 
domestic abuse a re d iscussed . The f i rst v i ew s uggests that 
M e x i c a n  A m e r i c a n  w o m e n  fo l l ow a p l u ra l i st m o d e l  a n d  
t h e refore d i ffe r s i g n if icantly i n  t h e i r  p e rcepti o n s  o f  domestic 
abuse from A n g l o  American women. The second posit i o n  
h o l ds t h a t  M exican American wo m e n  a re q u ickly becom i n g  
ass i m i l ated into the American mainstream a n d  consequent ly  
share att i tudes toward domest ic abuse s i m i l a r  to t h ose of 
A n g l o  A m e ri c a n  wo m e n .  Interv i ews we re c o n d ucted with 
wo m e n  l i v i n g  i n  shel ters for battered wo m e n  i n  1986. The 
f i n d i ngs s u ggest that  for Mexican Amer ican wo m e n ,  c u l t u ral  
p lural ism,  rather than assimi lat ion ,  may be the norm i n  under­
standing their perceptions of domestic abuse. 
W. I .  Tho mas f i rst i nt roduced t h e  concept " d ef i n i t i o n  of  the  
s ituat i o n "  i n  h i s  book  The Unadjusted Girl. 1 Th is  concept is i mportant 
because it suggests that stimu l i  have no f ixed qua l ity, and always i nvo lve 
i nterpretat ion .  Events that seem to have object if ied mean i ng s do not 
ex ist  in rea l i ty because they are always subject to sh ift i ng def in it ions 
and i nterpretat ions.2 I n  other  words ,  the mean ings attached to st i m u l i  a re 
a lways s oc i a l l y  d e r ived th rou g h soc ia l  i nt e ract io n ,  rather than inherent 
in the stimul i  themselves . 
Th is  paper exp lo res the ro le of c u ltu re i n  shap i ng percept ions 
( i . e . , def i n it ions and i nterpretat ions)  M ex i c a n  A m e r i c a n  and A n g l o  
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A m e r i c a n  w o m e n  h o l d  towa rd d o m e s t i c  a b u s e .  D o m e s t i c  a b u s e  
of  wo m e n  o c c u rs i n  fa m i lies o f  a l l  et h n i c ,  racia l ,  economic ,  re l i g ious ,  
and educational  backgrounds.3 However, there is  a dearth of i nfo rmat i o n  
compar i n g  p e rcept i ons  o f  domest ic  abuse  amo n g  eth n i c  g ro u p s .  
Researc h  o n  d o mest ic  a b u s e  h a s  for  the  m o s t  pa rt focused pr imar i ly  
o n  Ang lo  Americans ,  although i n  some cases s u bj ects f rom var i o u s  
eth n ic  g roups have been i nc l uded a s  part o f  t h e  research sample .4 I n  
t h e  afo rement ioned research  i t  has genera l ly been assumed that the 
eth n i c  g roup  i n  q uest ion ho lds s imi lar  percept ions about female abuse 
as do Ang lo Amer icans.  In  other words ,  i n  these stud ies a concept ion of 
eth n i c  cu ltu re is he ld  which suggests that the h ie ra rchy of val ues fo r the 
eva luat ion of domest ic abuse is rough ly equa l  desp ite eth n ic d iffe rences. 
Res u lt i ng  from th is reason i ng ,  students of domestic abuse have generally 
overlooked the possibi l ity of cultural differences in  perceptions of domest ic 
abuse. This research attempts to add ress th is f law by p resent ing  data 
contrast i ng  the percept ions of domestic abuse among Mexican American 
and Anglo American women. More specif ical ly, the pr imary focus of th is  
researc h  is  on  the i nterp lay of  cu ltu re and the def i n it ion  of  domest ic  
abuse .  
The  research of Ram i rez ,s Ram i rez and  Castaneda , 6 and 
M art i nez? shows that i t  i s  poss ib le  to d iffe rent iate between  M exican 
Amer icans and Ang lo  Ame ricans i n  terms of mean i ngs ass i gned to cu l ­
t u ra l l y  sens it ive issues such as social  re lat ionsh i ps between males and 
females ,  and the maternal and pate rnal fami ly ro les .  In  genera l ,  these 
wr i ters have suggested that i n  contrast to Ang lo  Americans ,  Mexican 
Americans a re more l i ke ly to ho ld patr iarcha l  rather  than ega l i tar ian  
att i t udes  reg a rd i n g  the  i n st i tu t ion  of t he  fam i ly. O n  the othe r  hand , 
Hosch8 has argued that wh i le  some Mexican Ame ricans  are patr iarcha l  
i n  the i r  o rientat ion to fami ly  l ife, egal itarian not ions of  sex ro les a re q u ickly 
emerg i n g  in p ract ice,  part icu lar ly for fam i l ies that are aff l uent and/o r l ive 
farther  from the U n ited States-Mexican bo rder. 
I nterv iews fo r th i s  study we re cond ucted wi th  f ifty M e x i c a n  
A m e r i c a n  a n d  A n g l o  A m e r i c a n  women l iv i ng  i n  she lters fo r batte red 
women in Texas in 1 986.  T h e  f i n d i n g s  of t h i s  re s e a rc h  s u p p o rt t h e  
p o s i t i o n  t h at eva l u at i o n  o f  s p o u s a l  a b u s e  i n v o l v e s  a d ia lect ical 
re lat i onsh ip  between a system of object if ied mean ings  and the g roup  
(or c u lt u re) as  a c reat ive u n it ,  bo th  reaff i r m i n g  and  cha n g i n g  those 
mean i n g s .  Because the n umber of respondents i n  this study is re latively 
smal l ,  readers are advised to treat th is research as exp loratory and there­
fore tentative. Unt i l  add it ional stud ies on percept ions of domestic abuse 
are undertaken i nvolv ing larger samples, one needs to p roceed caut ious ly 
when attempt i ng  to general ize the f i nd ings  of th is paper. 
Two theoret ica l  v iews conce r n i n g  percept ions  that Mex ican 
Americans may ho ld  of domestic abuse are d iscussed be low. The f i rst 
v iew suggests that Mexican American women fo l low a p l u ra l ist model 
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and the refore d i ffer s i gn if icant ly i n  the i r  percept ions of domest ic abuse 
from Anglo American women .  The second pos i t ion ho lds that Mexican 
American women ove r the years have become ass i m i l ated i nto  t he  
American mai nstream and conseq uently share attitudes toward domestic 
abuse s imi lar to those of Ang lo  Ame rican women .  
The  p l u ra l i st mode l  ho lds that Ang lo  Ame rican and Mexican 
American women's perceptions of domest ic abuse are d iffe rent .  This 
perspective rece ives s u p p o rt f r o m  t h e  o b s e rvat i o n  t h at M ex i c a n  
A m e r i cans  a re t h e  m o s t  s uccessf u l  o f  a l l  e th n i c  g ro u ps i n  the Un ited 
States in mai ntai n i n g  the i r  cu l tu ra l  he r itage by res i st i n g  p ress u re to 
ass i m i l ate i nto the  Ame r ican ma inst ream.9 Stevens  1 0 has po i nted out 
that Mexican Americans are the except ions to the pattern of ethn ic g roups 
acqu i r i ng  a prefe rence for Eng l i sh  over the ancestral language with each 
s ucceed ing  generat ion . Moore and Pachon 1 1  note that wh i l e  Mexican 
Americans have l ived i n  the U n ited States longer than othe r eth n ic g roups, 
the Spanish language is  used by them to a g reate r extent than al l  other  
non-Eng l i sh  languages comb ined .  But  other  research poi nts out that 
among nat ive born Mexican Americans lang uage use and prefe rence 
s h ifts from Span ish  to Eng l i sh  by the second generat i on . 1 2 Desp ite th is ,  
the percentages of  Mexican Ame rican ch i l d ren today who learn Span ish 
as the i r  f i rst language and of househo lds us ing Span ish  as the p refe rred 
ton g ue remain h i gh  in contrast to other  ethn ic  g roups .  Because Mexican 
Americans are concentrated near the Mexican and Un ited States borders,  
Spanish speaking and Spanish c u l t u re a re i n  p a rt re i n f o rc e d  by t h e  
c o n t i n u ed  i n f l u x  of  n e w  i m m i g  ra n t s .  I n a d d i t i o n ,  over the generations 
Mexican Americans have acqu i red economic power to susta in  their speaking 
of Spanish and the Mexican cu l tu re th rough  special ized radio and television 
programs, newspapers, and other forms of the mass med ia .  For example ,  
today one-half of  a l l  fore ign  language rad io b roadcasts i n  the U n ited 
States are conducted in Span ish . Acco rd i n g  to Moore and Pachon , 1 3 
between 1 970 and 1 980 Span ish rad io  stat ions i n  the U n ited States 
i nc reased from s ixty to two hund red .  Many commerc ia l  advert isers know 
that the Mexican American market is potent ia l ly  a p rof itable one wh ich 
must be approached and cu lt ivated f i rst on  the cu l tu ra l  leve l .  I n  general  
the n ,  on a broader  l eve l of ana lys is ,  M ex i c a n  A m e r i c a n s '  c o n t i n u e d  
p re f e r e n c e  f o r  t h e  S p a n i s h  l a n g u a g e  p rov i d e s  an i nd icat ion that 
they have been re l uctant to g ive up  the i r  Mexican he ritage .  
Some researchers have conc luded that anothe r  area i n  wh ich  
M exican Ame ricans have res isted jo i n i ng  the Ame rican ma instream is  
in  the i r  percept ion of  domestic abuse .  For examp le ,  i n  the l iteratu re ,  the 
Mexican American fami ly  has often been portrayed as trad it ional , re l i g ious ,  
and patr iarchal . Males (especial ly older males) are described as control l i n g  
the fami ly  somet imes i n  a v io lent and str ict manner, wh i l e  females are 
portrayed as subord i nate suffe re rs .  Such character izat ions of M exican 
Amer ican fami ly  l ife are att ri buted to  a c u l t u ra l  ca r ry -ove r f ro m  t h e  
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M ex i c a n  h e r i ta g e .  O p p e n h e i m e r 1 4 h a s  p ro v i d e d  s o m e  i n s i g h t i n to  
the  t re at m e n t  of  I n d i a n  wo m e n  i n  s o m e  M ex i c a n  v i l l a g e s .  T h o u g h  
h i s  o b s e rv at i o n s  d e a l  pr imari ly with I nd ian women i n  remote reg ions of 
Mexico, they are nevertheless important in he lp ing us understand why 
some some write rs bel ieve there is a general l i nk  between the status  of 
women i n  M exico and Mexican Ame ricans .  For example, in some reg ions 
of Mexico men are often seen chatl ing cheerful ly as  t h e y  wa l k  o n  t h e  ro a d ­
s i d e ,  w h i l e  t h e i r  w i v e s  w a l k  a t  l e ast t e n  yards beh ind them,  carry ing 
heavy loads with ch i ldren c l ing ing to the i r  clothes. I n t h e s e  v i  I l a g e s ,  m o st 
o f  t h e  m e n  w e a r  s a n d a l s  o r  s h oe s , b u t v i rt u a l l y  a l l  w o m e n  g o  
b a refo o t .  Aft e r  c o o k i n g  m e a l s  wo m e n  fee l i t  t h e i r  re s p o n s i b i l i t y  to  
s e rv e  t h e i r  h u s b a n d s  f i rs t ,  t hen  t h e i r  c h i l d re n ;  p r i o r  t o  e at i n g  w h at 
re ma ins .  D iscri m i nato ry t reatment agai nst women resu lts i n  the i r  l ower 
than averag e  ed ucat iona l  ach ievement and poo r healt h .  Accord i n g  to 
Oppenhe imer  more than f i fty-one percent of Mexico's I nd ian  women are 
i l l i terate compared with twenty-n i ne  percent of I nd ian  men , a n d  a s  a 
res u l t of t h e i r i n fe r i o r  s o c i a l  stat u s  I n d i a n  w o m e n  a re m o re l i ke l y  
to  s u ffe r f r o m  m a l n ut r i t i o n , d i se a s e ,  a n d  b i r t h  re l a t e d  d e at h s . 1 5 
S pe a k i n g  s p e c i f i c a l l y  of t h e  M e x i c a n  A m e r i c a n  wo m a n ,  
Ho rowitz 1 6 and Schaefe r 1 7 have exp la ined that among Mexican Amer i ­
can males,  there is  considerable pr ide in  maleness. Th is percept ion of 
v i ri l ity, of personal worth in one's own eyes is cal led machismo. Accord i ng  
to  Schaefer 1 8  machismo varies and is demonstrated d ifferently. For some 
i nd iv iduals it may entai l resort ing to weapons,  f ight ing ,  being i rres ist ib le to 
WOr.len ,  and/or beat ing women . 1 9 Other write rs have suggested that the 
domi nation of women is a valued att itude among Mex ican A m e ri can  m e n  
because t hey a re the  p rod ucts o f  a co l l ect iv is t  c u lt u re rat h e r  t h a n  a n  
i n d i v i d u a l i s t  o n e .  Acc o rd i n g  t o  Hosch20 a n d  H ofste d e , 2 1 M ex i c a n  
A m e r icans  are taught  t o  subord i nate the i r  persona l  goals to those o f  the 
g ro u p ,  and to def i ne  the self  i n  i n-group terms.  With i n  the i r  co l lect iv ist 
cu l tu re ,  Mexican Ame rican behavior  is  seen as reg u l a t e d  by s o c i a l  
h i e ra rc h i e s  a n d  h a r m o ny. M a l e s  g e n e ra l l y  a re  s u pe ro rd i n at e  to  
fe m a l e s ,  and with i n  the fami ly  t he  father  is the boss .  Both homogene ity 
of v iews and face-sav ing  are b e l i eved  by i n - g ro u p  m e m b e rs to b e  
s a l i e nt fo r m a i n ta i n i n g  g ro u p  n o rms a n d  s o c i a l  c o h es i o n .  I n - g ro u p  
m e m b e rs a re re q u i re d  to  con fo rm a n d  n o t  l e t  o u t - g ro u p  m e m b e rs 
be aware of d iffe rences o r  d isagreements. Peo p l e  a re f re e  to  th ink 
d ev i a n t  t h o u g h ts  as  l o n g  as t h ey b e h ave c o rrect l y. Pe rs o n s  i n  
c o l l ect i v i s t c u l t u res  show g reat concern  fo r the  e nt i re i n - g ro u p  a n d ,  
i n  t u r n ,  a re g reat ly  i nf l u e nced b y  the  g ro up-family integrity, obedience, 
and conformity a re va l u ed m o re t h a n  ac h i ev e m e n t ,  p l e as u re ,  a n d  
c o m p e t i t i o n . 22 
Horowitz 's23 descr ipt ion of  the ro le  behav ior  of M exican Ameri­
can males closely resembles Oppenhimer's obseNations of the Mexican male 
and supports the notion of the existence of a Mexican American col lectivist 
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culture. For example, she noted that Mexican American fathers tended to 
make fami l ia l  dec is ions ,  and were se rved with i n  the home by the i r  wives 
and daughters. I t was the fathers that determined whether or not ch i ld ren 
were to be pun ished , and if the women could wo rk outs ide the home. I f  a 
male came home late it was expected that the wife wou ld  have d i n ner  
p repared .  When c loth i n g  needs  occu rred ,  ma les  demanded that the  
women of  the  house take care o f  them.24 Young  women learn to  expect 
th is from men.  Whi le many women submit  read i ly to male wishes, others 
do so on ly re luctantly.25 
I nferr i ng f rom the p l u ra l i st perspect ive the n ,  one wou ld expect 
that because of the i r  cu l tu ra l  he ritage ,  Mexican American women d iffe r 
i n  the i r  percept ions of i nc idents of domestic abuse from Anglo American 
women ; i . e . ,  they may not perceive abuse of females in domestic situations 
as seriously as the latter. To some extent th is expectat ion rests on the not ion 
that Mexican American ass im i lation into the American mainstream has been 
considerably slower than for other  ethn ic  groups.  As a resu lt the p lu ra l ist 
perspective suggests that M ex i c a n  A m e r i c a n  c u l t u re h a s  no t  b e e n  
a p p re c i a b l y  c h a n g e d  t h ro u g h  soc i a l  co n tact w i t h  d o m i n a n ts . I n  
contrast, Ang lo American women fo r the most part a re seen a s  more 
l i ke ly  to be act ive part ic ipants i n  Ame rican ma inst ream cu l ture and its 
i nst i tut ions .  They are also v iewed as more l i ke ly  to have g reater wea lth , 
power, and prest ige ,  i n  add it ion to more a lte rnat ives outs ide an abus ive 
fam i l y  re lat ionsh i p  at the i r  d i sposal  than Mexican Ame rican women . 
Mo reover, the  p l u ra l i s t pe rspect i ve f u rt h e r  a s s u m e s  t h at b e c a u s e  
of t h e  r i se  o f  t h e  fem i n is t  movement  and  t he  i nc reas i n g  aware ness 
and  sens i t iv i ty of wo m e n ' s  i ssues i n  the  Un ited States, Ang lo  American 
women are more l i kely than Mexican American women to learn e a r l y  i n  
l i f e  no t  t o  t o l e rate a b u s i v e  t re at m e n t  f ro m  m a l e s .  S o m e  i n d i rect  
e m p i r i c a l  e v i dence o n  H ispan ics i n  general  supports th is  content ion .  
For  examp le ,  data from Bere nson e t  a l . 26 shows that the prevalence of 
reported domest ic abuse was th ree and o ne-hal f  t i mes h igher  among 
wh ite non-H ispan ic women than i t  was among H ispan ic women .  T h e i r  
s t u d y  a l s o  i l l u s t rated t h at r i s k  facto rs g e n e ra l l y  assoc i ated  w i t h  
domestic abuse (e . g . ,  being d i vorc e d , b e i n g  s e p a rated, b e i n g  
u n e m p l oyed , and a lcohol  o r  d rug  use by e i ther  partner) had n o  effect 
on amou nts of domest ic abuse of H ispan ic  women .  I ndeed , B e re nson  
et a l . 27 conc l uded  that a H i span i c  wo man 's  response to a n  a b u s ive 
s i t ua t ion  i s  l i ke ly  to be i nf l u e nced by her c u l t u re ,  and in part ic u l a r, 
H i s p a n i c  women may be more re l uctant to leave an abus ive partner  
than a re wh ite non-H ispan ic o r  B lack women .  
I n  contrast to the p l u ra l ist perspective , those ascri b i ng  to  the 
ass im i l at ion ist perspective argue  that as ethn ic  g roups cont i nue  to l ive 
together, there occu rs a p rogressive b le nd ing  of the smal le r  g roup  i nto 
the larger  one .  I n  t h i s  p rocess i nd i v i d u a l s  in the s m a l l e r  g ro u p  w i l l  
i n c reas i n g ly adopt t he  c u l t u re o f  t h e  l a rge r  g ro u p .  Hence ,  a s  m ino rity 
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g roups i nte ract over t ime ,  they are expected to make adjustments by 
becom ing  more l i ke domi nants .28 
Some write rs have suggested that to the extent that a mascu l i ne  
cu l ture pers ists among Mexican Americans, several factors are contr ibut­
ing to its demise.29 For example ,  Wi li iams30 expla ins that the portrayals  of 
machismo are inf lamed and heavi ly i nf luenced by p rej u d ice  and  ste reo­
typ ica l  d ef i n i t i ons  of Mex ican Ame r icans h e l d  by d o m i nants .  I nd e e d ,  
h e r  s t u d y  demonst rated t h at t he  powe r of M ex ican Ame r ican ma les  
i n  t he  fam i l y  has dec l i ned  s i g n i f icant ly  ove r  the  years ,  a n d  t h at i t  
never  was as g reat as t he  i dea  of machismo s u g gests . She sees the 
dec l i n e  i n  machismo as a res u l t  of responses to socio log ical  p rocesses 
such as i ndustria l izat ion ,  u rbanizat ion , and bureaucratization which operate 
on both the societal and g lobal levels. In add ition, s h e  n o t e s  t h at t h e s e  
p ro c e s s e s  n o t  o n l y  h ave i n f l u e nced t h e  cha racter is t ics  o f  M ex ican  
Ame r ican fam i l i es but  Ang lo  Ame r ican fam i l i es as we l l .  
Othe r writers have suggested that the fem in ist movement i n  the 
U n ited States has funct ioned to change the way men and women both 
re late and respond toward one anothe r. Fo r example ,  Keefe and Pad i l la3 1  
exp la in  that today Mexican Amer icans,  l i ke the i r  Ang lo  American counter­
parts, a re h igh ly u rban ized and therefore more l i ke ly to be exposed to 
more cosmopol itan i nf luences q u icken ing the pace of the i r  ass im i lat ion 
i nto the American mainstream.  Othe r processes such as marital ass i m i la­
t ion , u rbanization ,  upward mobi l ity, and accul turation have been ident if ied 
as function ing  to br ing about rapid ass im i lat ion of Mexican Americans.32 I n  
other words ,  those ascrib ing  t o  the ass i m i lat i o n i st p e rspect ive stress 
that M ex ican Amer icans are an  accu l tu rated g roup-o r at  l east q u ick ly  
bec o m i n g  o n e-a n d  t h e refo re d o  no t  d i ffe r s i g n i f i c a n t l y  in  t e r m s  
o f  b e h av i o r, att i t u d e s ,  a n d  p e rcep t i o n s  f ro m  A n g l o  A m e r i ca n s .  
S o m e  e m p i r i c a l  e v i d e n c e  o n  t h e  fa m i l y w h i c h  e x i s ts  s u p p o rts  t h i s  
pos i t i o n .  Fo r exa m p l e ,  severa l studies compar i n g  Ang lo  Ame r icans 
and Mexican Americans have found that there are no significant d ifferences in  
fami ly l ife between the groups. The variations that d id occur were found to be of 
degree rather than kind.33 Zinn's34 research demonstrates that as Mexican 
American fami l ies ach ieve social mobi l ity and move beyond the confi nes 
of the ethn ic commun ity, they develop egal itarian or ientations.  In summary, 
then ,  because of the operat ion of social p rocesses , some bel ieve that the 
Mexican American fam i ly d isplays the same values as the Ang lo American 
fam i ly. The ass im i lat ion ist v iew the n ,  leads one to expect that there are 
few, if any d iffe rences between Mexican Ame rican and Ang lo Ame rican 
women in te rms of percept ion of domest ic abuse.  
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Data 
The data reported i n  th is  paper were co l lected i n  1 986 i n  the state of 
Texas. The respondents i n  the study were women (seventy percent of 
them married) who l ived in shelters for battered women . A l l  respondents 
were e ighteen years of age or o lder and had been phys ical ly abused at 
least two times dur ing the i r  re lat ionsh ip .  To be i nc luded as Anglo American 
the respondents had to have been wh ite , born in the U n ited States, and 
personal ly  ident if ied themselves as Ang lo Americans .  Pe rsons who were 
cons idered as Mexican American had to h ave been born i n  the U n ited 
States or Mexico, personal ly ident if ied themse lves as Mexican Americans, 
and able to t race thei r Mexican ancestry. In a l l  the sample consisted of f ifty 
respondents ( i .e . , twenty-f ive Ang lo  American and twenty-five Mexican 
American) .  Table 1 (on page 1 32) i l l ustrates the demographic features of 
t h e  A n g l o  A m e r i c a n  a n d  M ex ica n A m e r i c a n  g ro u p s .  Both groups 
were compared along the l ines of age, social c lass , educat ional leve l ,  occu­
pation ,  rel ig ion ,  re lationsh ip status ,  and length of re lat ionsh ip .  
Data were co l l ected t h rough  face-to-face in te rv i ews wi th a l l  
res p o n d e n t s .  T h e  i n te rv iew was a n  att e m pt t o  asce rta i n  t h e  d e g ree 
of ser iousness of abus ive acts . Respo n d e nts were s h own a l i s t  of  
twenty-one acts normal ly  regarded as abus ive,35 and were asked to 
determ ine  whether  o r  not these i tems const i tuted abuse .  Next , us ing 
th i s  l ist the i nterv iewer asked respondents to dete rm ine  the degree of 
ser iousness of each act, if i t  were to be com mitted against them one t ime.  
Lastly, respondents were asked to determine the degree of seriousness of 
items on the l i st if they were to be committed agai nst them on a regu lar  
bas is .  Respondents rated the ser iousness of each i tem us ing  a L ike rt 
type scale ,  with f ive categor ies of responses ( i . e . , 1 .  Ve ry Ser ious ;  2 .  
Se r i ous ;  3 .  N o  O p i n i o n ;  4 .  Not  S e r i o u s ;  5 .  Def i n i te ly  Not  Ser ious) . I n  
o u r  Tab le  p rese ntat i ons  we co l l apsed  t h e  cate gor ies  Ve ry Ser ious  
and  Ser ious  i nto one  and  d i s rega rded  t h e  oth e r  categor ies .  I n  oth e r  
wo rd s ,  o n ly those res ponde nts w h o  c o n s i d e red a n  act t o  b e  ser ious  
o r  very ser ious  are i nc l uded i n  the ana lys i s .  
For the purpose of presentation w e  have divided the twenty-one 
i tems i nto two categories ( i . e . ,  acts wh ich may resu l t  i n  physical harm and 
those which for the most part resu l t  i n  emotional stress) .  Those acts which 
may resu lt i n  physical harm i ncluded the woman being pushed (or shoved 
or g rabbed) ,  th reatened with a knife or and/or g u n ,  hav ing a kn ife and/or 
g u n  used against her, being slapped , havi ng  objects th rown at her, be ing 
b i tten ,  be ing hit wi th a f ist ,  be ing choked , be ing beaten with an object, 
having  her ha i r  pu l led , be ing bu rned with a c igarette , and being raped .  
Those acts wh ich co u l d  res u lt in  e moti o n a l  stress i nc l uded the  ma le 's 
v e rb a l  abuse  (and/o r verba l  t h reats) , psyc h o l o g i ca l  abuse ,  not  p ro ­
v i d i n g  food and  s h e lte r, w it h d rawal of affect i o n ,  i g n o r i n g  the  fe ma le ,  
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Table 1 
Demographics of Battered Women Sample 
Age 
18-30 
31-40 
41-50 
51+ 
Social Class 
Middle 
Lower 
Educational Level 
Advanced Degree 
Col lege Degree 
Some Co l l ege 
High S c h o o l  
Anglo American 
(N=2S) 
Percentage 
72 
12 
12 
4 
20 
80 
4 
8 
36 
32 
Less Than High School 20 
Occupation 
M a n ag e m e nt 4 
Clerical 32 
S ki l l e d  12 
U nski l l e d  20 
Housewife/ U n e m p l oyed 32 
Religion 
Catholic 16 
P rotestant 68 
Other  8 
None 8 
Relationship Status 
M arried 80 
Cohabitati ng 20 
Div o rc e d  0 
Sepa rated 0 
Length of Relationship 
1-2 Years 36 
3-6 Years 48 
7-15 Years 12 
Over 20 Years 4 
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Mexican American 
(N=2S) 
Percentage 
72 
12 
12 
4 
20 
80 
4 
0 
12 
20 
64 
12 
8 
8 
20 
52 
64 
28 
8 
0 
60 
28 
4 
8 
12 
32 
48 
8 
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p rov i d i n g  n o  emot iona l  s u pport ,  ref u s i n g  to co m m u n icate , and con­
strai n i n g  the woman agai nst her  wi l l .  
W e  tested the  data fo r s i g n if i cance o n  t h e  d i ffe re nce between  
p roport i ons  f rom i ndependen t  samp les  to dete r m i n e  whether  o r  not 
A n g l o  Ame r icans and M ex ican Ame r icans d iffe red in t h e i r  pe rcep­
t ion  of th ose acts  wh ich  const i tu ted abuse .  I n  o rd e r  to j u st i fy u s i n g  
the  test fo r d i ffe re nces betwee n  proport i o n s ,  w e  ass u m e  that e a c h  of 
the obseNations are i ndependent and that the samples are i ndependent. 
I t  is f u rth e r  ass u m ed that the samp les  a re s i m p l e  ran d o m  samp les  of 
the popu lat ion .  The assumption that the nu l l  hypothesis is true serves as a 
rat ionale for gett ing a pooled estimate of the popu lat ion proport ion and 
us ing it to compute the standard error.36 
Findings 
The data in Tab le 2 (on page 1 34) show that i n  genera l  both Ang lo  
American and Mexican Ame rican women regarded acts that cou ld re­
s u lt i n  phys ical  harm as abusive behavior. However Ang lo  Americans,  i n  
contrast t o  Mexican Americans ,  were s i gn if icant ly more l i ke ly t o  per­
ceive punch i n g ,  s lapp i n g ,  t h rowi n g  objects , and p u l l i n g  ha i r as abusive.  
With res pect to acts wh ich  may res u l t  in emot iona l  s t ress , Mex ican 
Ame r icans we re s i g n if icant ly  l ess l i ke ly  to ag ree wi th  the i r Ang lo  coun­
terparts that t he  fa i l u re to provide and const ra i nt agai nst one 's  w i l l  were 
forms of abuse.  
Tab le 3 (on page 1 35) shows the resu lts fo r perce ived abuse if an 
act  is  committed one t ime .  Ang lo  Amer icans we re more l i ke ly than Mex i ­
can Ame ricans to be l ieve that punch i n g ,  th reaten i n g  with a kn ife , s lap­
p i n g ,  t h rowi n g  objects , b i t i n g ,  beat i ng  with an  object and/o r f ist ,  p u l l i n g  
ha i r, and bu rn i ng  with a c igarette we re abus ive behaviors .  With respect 
to those acts which may resu lt in emotional  stress there ex isted no s i gn if i ­
cant d iffe rence between the two g roups .  
Lastly, respondents were asked about the i r  percept ions o f  the  items 
on the l ists if these were to be committed against them on a regu lar basis .  
Table 4 (page 136) shows that unlike Anglo Americans, Mexican Ameri­
cans were significantly less l ikely to perceive behaviors which could resu lt i n  
physical harm a s  abus ive. Mexican Americans p roved stat i s t i ca l l y  d i ffe r­
e nt f ro m  t h e i r  A n g l o  cou nterpa rts w i th  respect to e leven out of the th i r­
teen items l i sted i n  e category of phys ical harm. The g roups also d iffered 
s ign if icantly with respect to those behaviors which cou ld reseu lt in emo­
t ional  stress. For example,  a h igher  percentage of Ang lo Americans than 
Mexican Americans reported that psycholog ical abuse , fai l u re to provide,  
showing no e mot iona l  s u ppor t ,  and const ra i n t  aga i nst  o n e 's w i l l  a re 
acts of a b u s ive behav io r  if comm itted over  t i m e  o n  a reg ula r basis . 
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Table 2 
Perceptions of Acts Constituting Abuse by Ethnicity 
Anglo Mexican Standard 
Americans % Am!;lricans % Error Z Significance 
Acts Resulting in Ph},sical Harm 
Pushing 92 80 .097 1 .23 . 1 09 
Punching 1 00 88 .066 2.00 .022' 
Threatening with Knife 1 00  96 .039 1 .02 . 1 53 
Use o f  Knife o r  Gun 1 00 96 .039 1 .02 . 1 53 
Slapping 96 80 .09 1 1 . 75 .040' 
Throwing Objects 96 80 .09 1 1 .75 .040' 
Biling 1 00 80 .084 .24 .409' 
Hitting with Fist 1 00 96 .039 1 .02 . 1 53 
Choking 1 00 1 00 .000 0.00  .500  
Beating with Objecls 1 00 96 .039 1 .02 . 1 53 
Pulling Hair 1 00  84 .076 2. 1 0 . 0 1 7' 
Burning with Cigarette 1 00 92 .055 1 .45 .073 
Rape 1 00 96 .039 1 .02 . 1 53 
Acts Resulting in Emotional Stress 
Verbal Abuse 96 88 .093 .86 . 1 9  
Mental Abuse 1 00 80 .084 -.24 .409 
Failure to Provide 96 56 . 1 20 3.33 .000' 
Withdrawal of Affection 72 56 . 1 35 1 . 1 8  . 1 1 9 
Ignoring Spouse 64 44 . 1 40 1 .42 .077 
No Emotional Support 76 64 . 1 29 .93 . 1 76 
Refusing to Communicate 64 48 . 1 40 . 1 4 .127 
Constraint Against Will 1 00 64 . 1 08 3.33 .000' 
, 
= p<.05 
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Table 3 
Perception of Acts Constituting Abuse 
if Committed One Time 
Anglo Mexican 
Americans % Americans % 
Acts Resulting in Physical Harm 
Pushing 48 64 
Punching 96 80 
Threatening with Knif 1 00 88  
Use o f  Knife or Gun 1 00 92 
Slapping 88  60 
Throwing Objects 88 68  
Biting 84 76 
Hitting with Fist 96 80 
Choking 96 92 
Beating with Objects 96 80 
Pulling Hair 88  72 
Burning with Cigarette 96 72 
Rape 88  80 
Acts Resulting in Emotional Stress 
Verbal Abuse 60 76 
Mental Abuse 76 68  
Failure t o  Provide 76 60 
Withdrawal of Affection 60 52 
I gnoring Spouse 24 32 
N o  Emotional Support 36 44 
Refusing t o  Communicate 36 52 
Constraint Against Will 70 64 
* 
= P < .05 
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Standard 
Error 
. 1 40 
.090 
.060 
.050 
. 1 20 
.050 
.030 
.090 
.050 
.090 
.030 
. 1 00 
. 1 00 
. 1 30 
. 1 26 
. 1 30 
. 1 40 
. 1 30 
. 1 38 
. 1 40 
. 1 33 
z 
. 1 1  
1 . 77 
2.00 
1 .60 
2 .33 
4.00 
2.66 
1 .77 
. 80 
1 .77 
5 .33 
2.40 
.80 
1 .23 
.63 
1 .23 
.57 
.62 
.58 
1 . 1 4 
.46 
Significance 
. 1 27 
.038* 
.022* 
.054* 
.009* 
.000* 
.003 
.038* 
.2 1 1  
.038* 
.000* 
.008' 
.2 1 1  
. 1 09 
. 1 03 
. 1 09 
.284 
.270 
.284 
. 1 27 
.322 
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Table 4 
Perceptions of Acts Constituting Abuse 
if Committed on a Regular Basis 
Anglo Mexican Standard 
Americans % Americans % Error Z Significance 
Acts Resulting in Physical Harm 
Pushing 96 76 .098 .22 .0 1 7* 
Punching 100 84 .076 2. 1 0 .0 1 7* 
Threatening with Knife 1 00 84 .076 2. 1 0 .0 1 7* 
Use of Knife or Gun 1 00 84 .076 2. 1 0 .0 1 7* 
Slapping 1 00 68 . 1 03 3. 1 0 .00 1 * 
Throwing Objects 1 00  64 . 1 08 2.96 .00 1 * 
Biting 1 00 76 . 1 29 1 .86 .03 1 * 
Hitting with Fist 1 00  80 .080 2.50 .006* 
Choking 1 00 96 .039 1 .02 . 1 53 
Beating with Oblects 1 00 80 .080 2.50 .006* 
Pulling Hair 96 76 .098 2.04 .020* 
Burning with Cigarette 1 00 80 .080 2.50 .006 
Rape 88 80 . 1 29 . 1 2  . 1 09 
Acts Resulting in Emotional Stress 
Verbal Abuse 96 88 .076 . 1 0 . 1 46 
Vental Abuse 1 00 84 .076 2. 1 0 .0 1 7* 
Failure to Provide 1 00 72 .098 2.85 .006* 
Withdrawal of Affection 76 80 . 1 1 7 0.34 .3666 
Ignoring Spouse 76 64 .072 1 .66 .048 
No Emotional Support 84 64 . 1 24 1 .6 1 .053* 
Refusing to Communicate 76 64 .072 1 .66 .048* 
Constraint Against Will 96 80 .09 1 1 .75 .040* 
* 
= P < .05 
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Conclusions 
This paper has explored percept ions of domestic abuse of Mexican 
Ame rican and Ang lo American women .  In t h i s  work  we a rg ued that 
h u ma n s ,  u n l i ke oth e r  a n i ma l s ,  are not bom with complex innate behavior 
patterns that enhance their survival in society. It is only because of cu l ture that 
h u mans  h ave the  u n i q u e  a b i l i ty to se l ect ,  i nte rp ret and  fo rm d i ffe rent 
mean ings of stimu l i .  Each person learns through cu ltu re how to adapt to 
the env i ron ment .  T h e s e  l e a r n e d  ways of act i n g  a l ways i n vo l ve a 
" d ef i n i t i o n  of t h e  s i t uat i o n , "  wh i ch  s u g gests t hat s t i m u l i  conf ro nt i n g  
a p e rs o n  have no f ixed q ual ity and/o r  mean i n g ,  a n d  that se l f-aware 
cond uct enta i l s  pr ior  i nte rp retat ion  and de l iberation  by the i nd iv idua l  
us ing cu l tu ra l  def i n it ions .  
I n  th is  research  we wanted to exp l o re whet h e r  o r  n ot M ex ican 
A m e r ican women f i t  a p lu ral ist or  an ass im i lat ion ist mode l  w i th  respect to 
how they perceived domestic abuse. I n  genera l  the data in t h i s  pape r 
s u g gest that fo r Mexican American women,  t h e  k i n d  of c u l t u ra l  ass i m i ­
l a t i o n  expected b y  Park and Al lport37 appears not t o  have occu rred , at 
least with respect to the i r  percept ions of domestic abuse. For example, 
our research demonstrates that Mexican American women are def i n i ng  
abuse  i n  a more general  way-one wh ich may be cons istent w i th  the i r 
cu ltu ra l  ethos but i nconsistent with the norms of the American mainstream. 
I f  the data presented in this paper are truly ind icat ive of the fee l i ngs of 
Mexican American women ,  then the i r apparent acceptance of abuse 
may be p lac i ng  them in dangerous s i tuat ions-ones that many Ang lo  
Ame rican women wou ld f i nd  object ionab le .  However, readers should 
keep i n  m ind that because the sample used i n  th is research was re lat ive ly 
smal l  the f ind ings of this paper shou ld not be cons idered as def in itive . 
Nor  do the f ind ings of th is paper a l low us to genera l ize to larger popula­
t ions o r  to contro l  for other socia l-economic variables to determine what 
i nf luence these may have on percept ions of domestic abuse. Desp ite th is  
however, th is  study has i mportant exp lorato ry imp l icat ions fo r scho lars ,  
s i nce i t  p rovides a start i ng  po int  for the i nvest igat ion  of spousal  abuse 
among people that are rac ia l ly and eth n ica l ly  d i st i nct .  
In these writers '  v iew, the comparative d i fference between Mexican 
American and Ang lo American women in the i r  percept ions of domestic 
abuse is best exp la ined by the p lu ra l ist mode l .  As we have al ready noted , 
Mexican Americans have been more successfu l  than other  ethn ic g roups 
i n  maintain i ng the i r  d ist inct ive he ritage .  Th is heritage inc l udes a co l lectivist 
cu l ture in which one is expected to show g reat concern for the ent i re eth n ic 
g roup .  In  a co l lectivist cu lture males have a h i g h e r  soc ia l  status  than  
fema les ,  i n d i v i dua l s  a re expected to confo rm to t rad i t i o n ,  a n d  fam i l y  
i nteg r ity, obed ience, and conform ity are val ued more than ach ievement, 
p leasu re ,  and competit ion .  In contrast, i nd iv idual ist cu l tures, i n  which most 
Ang lo  American women have been socia l ized , are not l i ke ly to see a sharp 
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contrast between i n-groups and out-groups. I n  th is situation ,  ind iv idual  goals 
tend to take precedence over g roup  goals, and behavior  is regu lated by 
the i nd iv idual 's l i kes and d is l i kes and by cost/benefit analys is .  The contrast 
between col lectivist and ind iv idual ist cu l tures suggests that in the former, 
percept ions of domestic abuse are more l i kely to be tolerant, because 
these are i nf l uenced by g roup norms and conformi ty. However, i n  the 
latte r percept ions of domestic abuse are less to lerant because they are 
dete rm i ned by one 's sense of personal  i ndependence fro m  the g ro u p  
a n d  personal  ach ievements.  
The d i ffe rences fou n d  between Ang lo  Ame r icans and M ex ican 
Americans i n  th is  s tudy may ref lect socia l  economic status rather  than  
cu lt u re .  For  example ,  wh i l e  both samples were s im i la r  to one  anothe r  
with respect t o  age and socia l  c lass,  Mexican Americans were more 
l i ke ly  to be less educated , unemployed , and Catho l i c-facto rs wh ich  
are known to affect one 's  percept ions and att i tudes toward abuse.38 I n  
othe r  words ,  people i n  these catego r ies,  i rrespect ive of race o r  eth n ic i ty, 
tend  to to lerate abuse to a g reate r degree than others not i n  those g roups .  
Thus it m ight be the case that Mexican American women are respond ing  
to abusive behavior i n  the same manner that women who are o f  a d ifferent 
e th n i c i ty but the same eco n o m i c  status  respond  to t h i s  p h e n o me n o n .  
I n d e e d , i t  m a y  b e  t h at s u c h  v a r i a b l e s  as e d u c at i o n ,  re l i g i o n ,  a n d  
e m p l o y m e n t  s tat u s  p l ay a n  eve n g reate r ro l e  t h a n  e t h n i c i t y  i n  
d et e rm i n i n g  h ow a n  i n d iv i d u a l ' s  p e rc e pt i o n  o f  d o m e s t i c  a b u s e  of  
w o m e n  i s  s h a p e d .  U s i n g  t h i s  v iew t h e n , one m i g h t e x p e ct that  a s  
Mexican American women attai n  h igher  levels o f  occupat ion ,  educat ion ,  
and i ncome they wi l l  become less tolerant of  domestic abuse. 
Aga i n  we n ote t hat t h i s  study  i s  exp l o rato ry and t h u s  l i m i ts o u r  
a b i l i ty t o  g e n e ra l i ze t o  la rger  popu lat i o n s .  One l im itat ion i s  the smal l  
s ize of the sample ;  another was that i n  th is  study on ly women provided the 
i nformat ion about abuse.  I ndeed , i t wou ld have been better if both sexes 
cou ld  have been heard from on this matter. Last ly, we propose seve ra l 
quest ions for futu re research .  How do the att i tudes towa rd domest ic 
abuse of i n d iv idua ls  that have not expe rienced i t  compare to those that 
have been batte red?  What are the attitudes about hosti l ity toward women ,  
a n d  t h e  characteristics a n d  t h e  percept ions o f  the causes a n d  leg it imacy 
of v io lence, of Anglo American men compared to Mexican American men 
and other m inority groups of  both sexes? Lastly, what are the imp l icat ions 
fo r  domest ic  abuse wo rke rs wi th  respect to c u lt u ra l  var iat i o n s  a m o n g  
eth n ic g ro u p s ,  reg a rd i ng i nte rve n t ion  i n  d omest ic  a b u s e  s ituat io n s ?  
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Frozen In Place: 
European American Ideologies and the Inuit 
Douglas J. Buege 
West Allis, WI 
It has been cla i m ed by Hugh B rody that E u ropean Americans 
mai nta i n  strong i deolog ical  con n ections between I n uit  people 
and the Arctic env i ro n m e nts they i n h ab it. I expan d  upon th is  
c la im, giv i n g  three pr imary ideolog ical con nections that t ie the 
I n uit  d i rectly to the i r  e nv i ro n m e nts. These are te r m e d  t h e  
n atu ral, te m p o ral,  and material connections. Textual examples 
are given to i llustrate each type of connection. I also s h o w  h o w  
each ideological  c o n n ecti on serves t o  d isem power t h e  I n u it 
by situating them within  the confines of "nature" while empowering 
European American patriarchs who conceive themselves as 
existing "outside of" or " beyond" natu re. These th ree c o n n ec­
t io ns, w o r k i n g  toget h er with oth er i d e o l o g i ca l  to o l s, serv e 
to subord i n ate t h e  I n u it a n d  other A rct ic p e o p l e s  to l a r g e r  
polit i c a l  a n d  ec o n o m i c  powe rs. I n  t h e  conclus ion, I suggest 
t h at t h e s e  i d e o l o g i c al c o n n e cti o n s  m u st be ex a m i n e d, 
u n d er s t o o d ,  and abandoned in order to i m p rove the qual ity of 
life of the I n u it. 
Hugh Brody, a social ph i losopher who has written many ins ightfu l  
books concern ing  Canada's I nu it ,  declares i n  one o f  h is  books : 
The  g reat soc ia l  a n d  i ntel lectu a l  d is tance between  
Wh ites and  Esk i mos i s  emphas ized i n  the m i nds  of 
Wh ites by the ha rsh ness of the Arct ic and the i nt imate 
c loseness of Esk imo l ife with the land :  the harsher  the 
env i ronment ,  the c loser  to natu re must be the people 
who are ab le to i nhab i t  i t .  . . .  In  the m inds of  the Wh ites,  
far out there ,  on  the b leak,  w indswept , rocky land l ives 
the i mage of the rea l  Esk imo ;  he was there ,  everywhere ,  
i n  t h e  past , and  h e  l ives o n ,  re i nc a rn ate d ,  i n  every 
Esk imo  today. 1 
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B rody ident i f ies a fundamental ideolog ical connect ion between the Arctic 
as a physical envi ronment and European American percept ions of the 
peop le  who l ive i n  that c i rcumpolar reg ion .2 
When European American people think of other cultures, especial ly 
those cultures we term " indigenous" or ''Third-World' ' cultures, we are p rone to 
s i tuate these peop les in terms of natu re ,  t ime ,  and n at u ra l  resources .  I 
am p ri mar i ly  concerned with connect ions between o u r  percept ions of 
c l i mate , geography, an imal  and p lant b iota,  and oth e r  aspects of what 
we cal l  the  physical  env i ronment and ou r  perceptions  of the peop le  that 
i n hab i t  A rct ic reg ions .  
I n  th is  pape r, I w i l l  explo re these connections i n  re lat ion  to the 
I n u i t  of Canada's Arct ic,  the focus of  th is  pape r, but  what I say is  a lso 
app l icable to the Dene,  the C ree, the Aleut ,  and othe r  i nd igenous g roups 
l iv ing i n  the  A rct ic .  I beg i n  w i th  some observat ions made by E u ropean 
Amer icans who have trave l led i n  the Arct ic .  Then I d iscuss th ree ways 
that E u ropean Americans express the i r  ideology which con nects the I nu i t  
so strong ly  with the i r  physical s u rround ings .  These th ree con nections I 
term natura l ist ic ,  tempora l ,  and mater ia l ist ic .  I w i l l  d iscuss how these 
var ious ideo log ical connect ions funct ion to oppress the I n u i t  peop le .  
My task here is  not  to  show that the I n u it ,  o r  any othe r  g roup ,  
a re no t  "parts o f  natu re . "  The  s imp le  and h isto r ical ly-popu la r  be l iefs that 
the re is a separat ion between h u man ity and natu re ,  and that d iffe rent 
cu l t u res conce ive the i r  re lat ionsh ips to natu re i n  vast ly d iffe rent ways 
are not of concern to me in th is  paper. I reco g n ize t h e  d i f f ic u lt i es  i n  
sett i n g  u p  a cont i n u u m  between  " n at u re "  a n d  " h u man i ty"  and , t h e n ,  
atte m pt i n g  t o  s i tuate various  peop les wi th i n  that cont i n u u m .3 I nstead , 
I a m  exam i n i n g  h ow ce rta i n  ideologies prevalent i n  Eu ropean American 
society se rve to  oppress certa in  g roups.  Westerners have t rad it iona l ly  
viewed o u rse lves as essent ia l ly  separate f rom " natu re " ;  " natu re , "  as we l l  
a s  t h e  peop le w e  identify a s  "parts of natu re , "  has become that d iv is ion 
of the wor ld  we contro l  and exp lo it for  our  benefits . 
It wou ld  a lso be wrong to c redit  me with d isprov ing  severa l  wide­
s p read "facts . "  As I wi l l  po int  out be low, some scient i f ic facts , despite 
the i r  t ruth-va l ues ,  se rve to pe rpetuate systems of oppress ion .  The t ruth 
of some c la im is  i ndependent of that c la im 's  uses in pe rpetuat i ng  racism, 
sexism ,  c lass ism ,  and any other forms of oppress ion .  For examp le ,  the 
once wide-spread be l ief that certai n  " races " had i nte l l ects " i nferi o r" to 
othe rs did not j ustify the subord i nat ion of the " i nfer io r" races .  L ikewise,  
evo l ut ionary sc ience accounts detai l i ng  the "adaptat ion "  of I nu i t  to the 
Arct ic do not j ustify t reati ng  the I n u it as s imply "part of natu re . "  
Connecting the Physical Environment with Its Dwellers 
It is not d i ff i cu l t  to f i nd  textua l  ev ide nce fo r t he  c o n n ect ion  
that B rody i d e nt i f i es .  Cons ide r  t he  fo l l ow i n g  q u otat i on  f rom an  A rct ic 
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adventu re ent i t led On the Edge of Nowhere: 
The cou nt ry was w i l d  e n o u g h-bl i zzard s ,  and  s ixty­
be low co ld  a l l  the w in te r  mo nths , and  f loods when  
the i ce  to re  l oose  i n  s p r i n g ,  swa m p i n g  the  t u n d ra wi th  
spongy m u s kegs  so that a man m i g ht t rave l d own 
the r ive rs , bu t  cou ld  n eve r make a s u m m e r  p o rtage 
of more than a m i l e  o r  so  betwe e n  t h e m .  And the 
peop le  matc hed  the  land .4 
Th is  f ina l  sentence,  "And the people matched the land , "  i l l ustrates the 
popular v iews of which B rody speaks ;  the I n u it are l i n ked d i rectly to the i r  
env i ron ment.  Th is  i mp l ies  that understand ing  the people s imp ly  i nvo lves 
understand ing  the i r physical  su rround i ngs .  
Most o f  us p robably have vague ly-deve loped ideas concern i ng  
the Arctic as  a phys ical  env i ron ment .  Ice and snow domi nate o u r  mental 
i mages of the Arct ic .  I ndeed , ice and snow are key components of the 
landscape, as are rock ,  w ind , c louds ,  and wate r. Yet what are m o re 
reve a l i n g  a re the  adject ives a n d  meta p h o rs we use to descr ibe th is  
physical env i ronment .  G o nt ran  d e  P o nc i n s ,  a F rench  sc ien t i st who 
t rave l led i n  the  C a n ad i a n  A rct ic  i n  the late 1 930s , descr ibed the areas 
s u rrou nd ing  his Post as "g r im ,  barre n ,  i n exorab le ,  and vi rtua l ly  l i fe less" 
and s im i lar to a "detent ion cam p . "5 Du ncan P ryde descr ibed an area he 
v is ited as "b leak and utter ly deso late ,  a b lotchy b rown f lat land devoid of 
l i fe ,  a vast pano rama of empt i ness ,  so b leak and so desolate that it 
possessed its own un i que  beauty. "6 Marie Herbert's p re l im i nary descr ip­
t ion of the Arctic seeks to d raw sympathy fo r her  pred icament :  
A razo rbac k r i dge  of feat u re less rock st retched  on 
e i t he r  s i d e .  N o  l i g ht shone on  it o r  was ref lected back.  
The b leak monotony of it was b ro ken  on ly by the scars 
and scratches of the cutt i ng  w inds wh ich had swept it 
c lean .  The re seemed no  space fo r man or beast on  th is  
ba rren rock :  and th i s  was where I had b rought  my baby 
to l ive for a yea rJ 
These v is ito rs to the Arct ic captu re many of ou r  commonly he ld  not ions 
conce r n i n g  t he  au ste r ity of t he  A rct ic  e nv i ro n ment :  b leak ,  l i fe l ess ,  
deso late ,  feat u re less .  
Certa i n ly when exp lo re rs p resent such v is ions o f  the landscape , 
emphas iz ing the hars h ness and empt iness ,  they d istance themse lves 
from the i r  fel low E u ropean Amer icans by showi ng  that they can b rave 
such  crue l  env i ron ments . Bu t  t h ese n a rrat ives te l l  us m o re t han  the  
wr i te rs i nte n d ;  they a l so  send messages concern i ng  the native peop les 
of the Arct ic .  Once we accept the  severity of the Arctic as a fact , we 
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make many assumpt ions of the peop le who l ive there :  these people a re 
d iffe rent f ro m  E u ropean Ame ricans ,  they are rugged and savage,  they 
l i ve ascetic l i fe-sty les ,  be reft of comfort and secu rity. I have ident i f ied 
th ree ways that I n u it peoples have been ideo log ica l ly  l i n ked with the i r  
phys ical  env i ronment .  
Naturalistic Connections 
One way to connect any type of o rgan ism to its physical env i ron­
m e nt i s  to e m p loy b i o l o g ica l  i nformat ion  that deta i l s  how t h at b e i n g  
i s  pa rt i c u l a r ly  we l l - s u i ted t o  that spec i f ic  env i ro n men t .  R a re p l ants 
i n hab i t  ce rta i n  areas to w h i c h  the i r  p a rt i c u l a r  needs are adapte d .  
A n i ma l s  s u c h  as t h e  po lar  bear a n d  t h e  Arctic wolf a re c ited a s  excep­
t iona l ly  wel l -adapted to the i r Arctic env i ron ment ;  the i r  phys io logy has 
evolved so that they can l ive only in very co ld c l imates .  T h i s  type of 
exp lanat i o n ,  a n  "evo l ut i o n a ry-adaptat i o n a l "  mod e l  of exp lanat i o n ,  
ma i nta ins  that the o rgan isms are i nextr icably connected to the i r env i ­
ronments .  S uch  n atu ral i z i n g  exp lanat ions  a re q u i te p reva l e nt w h e n  
d i scuss i n g  i n d i g e n o u s  peop les .  
British newscaster Sam Hal l ,  who is otherwise a staunch defender of 
the I nuit and the i r  way of l ife, presents an evolutionary-adaptational explanation 
for Inu it physiology: 
Another  extraord i nary characte rist ic ,  wh ich deve loped 
as the Esk imos moved deeper i nto the po lar  reg ions ,  
was a shorte n i n g  o f  the arm below the e lbow, and the  
leg be low the knee .  I n  proport ion to  the i r  bod ies ,  these 
extrem it ies a re stubb ier  than i n  any other  race i n  the 
wor ld . The reason is  s i mp le .  I n  such excruc iat i ng  co ld  
the body was forced to adapt i n  o rder  to  su rvive. The 
shorter  the d i stance to the ext remit ies ,  the g reater  the 
chances of s u rviva l . 8 
T h u s ,  t he  I n u i t a re co n n ected wi th  the i r  env i ro n ment  because  that 
e n v i ro n ment  has s h aped I n u i t p hys i o logy. Evo l ut i ona ry-adaptat i ona l  
explanations focus on physical characteristics rather than social i nf luences. 
W h e n  such  exp lanat io n s  a re used , they i m p ly that I n u i t peop le  a re 
evo l u t i ona ry p rod ucts of the i r  env i ro n ment ,  j ust as a re the po lar  bear 
and the Arct ic wolf .  Even though such exp lanat ions may be emp i r ica l ly  
j ustif ied ,  the evo lut ionary-adaptat iona l  connect ions that a re pos ited fo r 
the I nu i t  and the i r  Arctic env i ron ment i mply more than mere b io log ical  
f i tness fo r the I n u it .  
There are other  ways of offer ing natura l ist ic connections between 
people and the i r env i ron ments bes ides the evo l ut ionary-adaptat iona l  
a p p roac h .  For  exa m p l e ,  Raymond C h i pe n i u k  con nects Canad i a n  
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peoples to the i r  phys ical envi ronments us ing the termino logy of ecology. I n  
h is  artic le ,  "The Vacant N iche:  A n  Argument for the Re-Creation of a Hunter­
G atherer  Component in the Ecosystems of Northern National  Parks , "  he 
c la ims,  " I ndians and I nu it and the peoples who p roceeded them functioned 
very much as b ig game predators across most of Canada" [ ita l ics added] . 9 
Because these peoples meet certai n  eco l o g ica l  cond i t i ons ,  C h i pe n i u k  
conc l udes that " they were a natural component of natura l  ecosystems" 
[ ital ics added] . 
One imp l icat ion  of pos i t i n g  n atu ra l ist ic con nect ions between  
peoples and  their  envi ronments is that we  can  employ such  explanat ions 
to l i n k  those peop le to natu re and ,  t hus ,  d i stance those people f rom us .  
By us ing  the language of evo l ut ionary b io logy and ecology, we i mply 
that the I n u it are more akin to the c reatu res of the wor ld who re ly on 
adaptat ion to su rvive i n  the i r e nv i ro n ments .  E u ropean Ame ricans ,  on 
the other  hand,  are no longer  viewed as evo l ut ionary p rod ucts of  our  
env i ronments ; we v iew o u rselves as " rat iona l  be i ngs"  p roduced th roug h  
soc ia l  fo rces s u c h  a s  e d u cat i o n  a n d ,  t h u s ,  i n s u l ate o u rse lves f ro m  
the  n e e d s  o f  adaptat ion  t h ro u g h  "c i v i l i zat i o n . "  T h u s ,  i f  w e  accept such  
exp la nat i ons ,  we "socia l ly-determ i ned an imals" can  d istance ourse lves 
from the I nu it whom we view pr imar i ly as b io log ical be ings .  
Donna Haraway, who i n  her stud ies of p r i mato logy unearths 
many of the Weste rn ideo log ies underly i n g  our construct ions of race ,  
argues that race "as a natu ra l -tech n ical  object of  knowledge is fu nda­
mental ly a category marking  pol i t ical  power th rough locat ion in  ' natu re .  " ' 1 0 
Evo l utionary-adaptat iona l  exp lanat ions  of I nu it phys io logy, such as that 
g iven  by H a l l ,  t h u s  s e rve to p l ace  t h e  I n u i t  w i t h i n  the  po l i t i ca l ly­
d isempowered rea lm of  " natu re , "  thereby g iv ing  more "social ly-advanced " 
E u ropean Americans the po l i t ical  power to oversee these peop le .  These 
are ser ious pol i t ical conseq uences of what may seem an i n nocent way 
of exp la in ing  I nu it phys io logy. 
Anothe r  i m p l i cat i o n  of t he  u s e  of evo l ut i ona ry-adaptat i ona l  
exp lanat ion  i s  that t he  exp lanat i o n  essen t ia l i zes  t h e  peop le  whom i t  
seeks to exp la i n .  A l l  dwe l l e rs of the A rct i c  s h a re an  evo l ut io na r i l y­
d etermined essenc e bec ause they share an evolutionary h isto ry. We 
know that when a b io log ist te l l s  us that the Arct ic wolf is su ited to l iv i ng  i n  
t h e  Arct ic ,  i t  cannot dwe l l  i n  warmer  c l i mates. S im i l a rly, when w e  say 
that the I nu i t  are part icu lar ly su ited to l ife in the Arct ic ,  we imp ly  that they 
are not su ited to l ive e lsewhere.  I n  other  wo rds ,  we p lace them i n  an 
evo l ut ionari ly-dete rm i ned n iche from wh ich  they can not eas i ly remove 
themselves .  Whereas E u ropean Amer icans '  b io logy does not specify 
part icu lar  envi ronments we m ust i n hab i t ,  in o u r  ideology the I nu i t  a re 
restr icted to the Arct ic .  
The I n u it are a lso rest r icted i n  what they can do i n  that A rctic 
env i ron ment .  Weste rne rs expect the I n u it to be do ing  what is necessary 
for  s u rvival : h unt i n g ,  f ish i n g ,  b u i ld i n g  snow houses ,  maki ng  and weari ng  
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ca r i b o u - h i d e  c loth i n g .  To do otherwise is to step outs ide of the b io log ical 
ro l e  t h e  evo l u t i o n a ry - a d a ptat i o n a l  exp l a n at i o n s  d e m a n d .  T h u s ,  
t h e  acce pta n c e  o f  evo l u t i o n a ry -adaptat i o n a l  e x p l a n at i o n s  e n ta i l s  
i d e o l o g i c a l  l i m i ts  o n  w h at E u ro p e a n  A m e r i c a n s  w i l l  v i ew a s  " re a l  
I n u i t "  p ract i c e s . These l i m its are expressed when Weste rners i n s ist 
that the  I n u it shou ld  not use r if les and snowmobi les ,  watch TV, or move 
i nto the 20th Centu ry. 
Temporal Connections 
One need go no fu rther  than the d ust jacket of de  Ponc ins '  
Kabloona to f ind refe rence to  the con nect ion betwee n  the I n u it and the i r  
env i ro n ment .  The summary reads,  "A wh ite man , jou rney ing a lone among 
the Esk i mos [sic] descri bes the i r  l ives , customs and amaz ing  soc ia l  code 
i n  a se r ies of powerfu l  and u nfo rgettable sketches of a people whose 
c iv i l izat ion  is  a th rowback to the ice age . " 1 1  I ndeed ,  the te rm " ice age"  
refe rs to the physical env i ron ment,  occupied by ice ,  as we l l  as the peop le 
who i nhabit that land of  ice and serves as a br idge between env i ronment 
and den izens .  Duncan Pryde ,  i n  Nunaga, s imi larly employs the term "stone 
age" to connect I n u it people with the i r  environment: " I ts native i nhabitants 
were nomadic Eskimos, barely out of the Stone Age. "  The  d ust  j ac ket to 
Nunaga c l a i m s  that " P ryde te l l s  of h is d i scove ry of a re m ote a n d  
p r i m i t i ve w a y  o f  l i fe . "  
Te rms such as " ice age , "  "stone age , "  " re mote , "  and  "p r im it ive" 
se rve to d i stance the I nu i t  from E u ropean Amer ican c iv i l izat ion . 1 2 Th is  
remoteness can be measu red both spat ia l ly  and tempora l ly. The spat ia l  
remoteness of the Arct ic is cons istently emphas ized i n  narrat ives of the 
A rctic .  One-h undred years ago, the Arctic was certa i n ly out of reach of 
most peop le on th is  p lanet .  But in ou r  day, E u ropean Ame r icans have 
access to the A rct ic via a i rp lane .  F l i ghts a re expens ive and i nfreq uent  
yet ,  g iven  t he  advanced state of our  t rave l tec h n o l o g i e s ,  the spat ia l  
re mote ness  of t he  A rct ic can be eas i l y  ove rco m e .  
Temporal  remoteness cannot be overcome i n  the s a m e  way. 
We have veh ic les to t raverse g reat expanses of the Earth ; we do not 
have the ab i l ity to c ross t ime .  Thus, when the I n u it a re perce ived as 
"p r im it ive , "  when the i r  society exists in the " ice"  or "stone age , "  we p lace 
an unnavigable temporal boundary between us and them. These temporal  
boundaries are pr imar i ly  a marker to emphasize our  superio rity over the 
I nu it .  We co in  terms such as "stone age " to refe r to specif ic types of 
people exist i ng  i n  a p re-ag r icu lt u ra l  stage of deve lopment .  Once these 
terms become accepted parts of  ou r  lang uage ,  we can extend the i r  uses 
to i nc l ude emp loyi ng  them as temporal barrie rs .  
Johannes Fab ian exam i nes t h i s  temporal  d istanc i ng  i n  h i s  Time 
and the Other. By p lac i ng  a people with in  a d iffe rent t ime th rough  the 
use of lang uage ,  s i tuat i ng  them i n  a d istant past such as that evoked by 
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the term " ice age , "  we deny the i r  status as contemporaries i n  our  "modern" 
world .  Fabian focusses on anth ropo log ica l  wo rk but h is conc lus ions are 
e q u a l l y  app l icab le  to the  t rave l na r rat ives g ive n above . Te m p o ra l  d i s ­
tanc i n g ,  o r  the  " d e n i a l  of coeval  ness ,  " Fabian's prefe rred term, is one 
of the few too ls Westerners st i l l  have for making contemporary ind igenous 
peoples our  "Other" . He writes : 
The d istance between the West and the Rest on which a l l  
classical anth ropo log ical theories have been pred icated 
is by now b e i n g  d i s p uted i n  rega rd to a l most eve ry 
conce ivab le  aspect (moral , aesthetic, intel lectual ,  pol itical) . 
Little more than technology and sheer economic exploitation 
seem to be l eft ove r fo r t he  p u rposes of "exp la i n i n g "  
Western  supe r i o r i ty. I t  h a s  beco me fo reseeab le  that 
even those prerogatives may either d isappear or no longer 
be claimed . There remains "on ly" the a l l -pervad ing denial 
of coeva l ness w h i c h  u l t i mate ly  is e x p re s s i ve  of a 
cos m o l o g i c a l  myth  of f r i g h te n i n g  m a g n i t u d e  a n d  
p e rs i s te n c e . 1 3  
Thus ,  te rms such as " ice age" and " p ri m it ive" not on ly connect the I n u it 
people with the i r  envi ronment ;  they are a lso one of the few ideolog ical 
tools rema in i ng  to d istance E u ropean Ame r icans f rom the I n u i t .  Th is  
ideo logy g ives the I n u it a status as less-deve loped h u mans who need 
o u r  stewardsh ip  to su rvive i n  the 20th Centu ry. 
Materialism Connection 
Another  physical characte r ist ic of the Arct ic that has i nf l uenced 
Western ideology concern i ng  the I n u it i nvo lves the mate r ia l  goods that 
we f i nd  of va lue ;  I term th is  the " mate ria l i sm"  con nect ion . Cons ider  the 
fo l lowin g  c la i m :  
Once European vis itors had  arrived , the i r  p reconceptions 
and expectat ions led them to emphasize some e lements 
of the landscape. . . .  These were the nat u ra l  p roducts 
that cou ld be sh ipped to Eu rope and sold for a profit i n  
order to  provide a steady income for colonia l  sett lements. 1 4 
Th is  q u otation , f rom Wi l l i am C ronon 's h i story of New Eng land ,  is equa l ly  
appl icable to European American colon ia l ism i n  the Arct ic .  The abundance 
of marine and fur-bear ing mammals such as whales, seals, and Arct ic fox 
i n  Arct ic  reg ions mot ivated some E u ropeans to exp lo it these resou rces.  
N at u ra l ly, the I nu i t  were (and a re) used as factotu ms for the col lect ion of 
these " reso u rces . "  These "or ig ina l "  percept ions of the Arct ic as a cache 
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fo r fu rs ,  whale o i l ,  ivory, etc . ,  pers ist i n  our  contemporary percept ions  of 
the Arct ic .  We learn more of the I nu it  through the goods we have acqu i red 
from them than through d i rect i nteract ion with the Arctic or  the I nu it .  For 
example ,  the European outcry against the k i l l i ng  of seals was poss ib le due 
to our  fam i l i a r i ty w i th  f u rs expo rted f rom the Arct i c  and  s u b -Arct i c ;  
meanwh i l e ,  few E u ropean  Ame r icans a re awa re of t h e  eco n o m i c  
catastrophes  that struck t h e  I n u i t  once E u ropean Amer icans began a 
fu  r boycott . 1 5  
I deo log ical ly, the I nu it become labor i ng  bod ies fo r E u ro p e a n  
A m e ri cans :  trappers ,  sealers ,  hunters ,  gu ides, stone-carvers ,  o r  what­
ever we want them to be. N e i ther  t rapp ing nor stone-carv i ng  were majo r  
act iv i t ies o f  the I n u it p r i o r  to  the i r  exposu re to  E u ropeans.  I t  i s  i nte rest i ng  
to  note that t he  market i n  I n u it soapstone carv ings has  become l uc rat ive 
p ri mar i ly  because E u ropean Amer icans have created a market fo r these 
art p ieces.  E u ropean Ame rican i nte rests st rong ly  dete rm ine  what I n u it 
carvers can se l l .  A rt c ri t ic G uy B rett notes that when "the I nu i t  (Esk imo)  
craft-produc ing co-operat ives began to  be set up i n  northern Canada after 
the Second World War to aid the ai l ing I nu it economy, . . .  eve ryt h i n g  
p rod uced h a d  t o  meet a def i n i te req u i rement w h i c h  was s o m e h ow 
ne i t he r  t rad i t ional  nor  modern but 'p r im it ive. "' 16 The works that earn the  
g reatest amounts of  money for ca rvers are carv ings that dep ict the I n u it 
c o n n ect i o n s  to t he  a n i ma ls  a n d  t h e  e nv i ronment  of the  A rct ic ,  works 
that re i te rate the  c o n n ect io n s  betwee n  I n u i t peo p l e  a n d  the i r  physical 
s u rro u n d i n g s .  B rett re lates the story of a soapstone  carv i ng  of E lv is 's  
head wh ich was s lated fo r demo l it ion unt i l  some c iv i l  servant rescued i t  
f rom the s ledge-hammer ;  th is  bust s i mply d id  not  f i t  i n  w i th  E u ropean 
American percept ions of the I n u it .  
One res u lt of E u ropean Americans v iew ing  the Arct ic as a bed 
of resou rces and the I nu it as the people who del iver these reso u rces is 
that we lose the ab i l ity to see I n u it i nd iv idua ls as anyth i n g  oth e r  than 
labore rs .  Thus ,  we may i g nore the ex istence of  I n u it po l i t i c ians ,  sto ry­
te l l e rs ,  poets, acto rs , and g u itarists . We do not understand the i r va l ues 
and the i r des i res .  We become b l i nd to ways that I nu it do  not re late to the 
resou rces we crave , b l i n d  to who they are to themse lves . 
T he Consequences of European American Ideology 
We ma inta i n  o u r  ideology that I nu it people a re int i mately t ied to 
the i r  env i ron ment fo r many reasons .  I have al ready argued that tempora l  
and natu ra l ist ic con nect ions he lp  us to d istance the I n u i t  people f rom us 
ideolog ical ly. Our mate ria l i sm ,  our need to gather  resou rces fro m  the 
Arct i c ,  leads us to p i g e o n h o l e  t he  I n u it in  econom ic  ro les  t h at a re 
i n t i mate ly  l i n ked  w i th  t he i r  e nv i ro n me nt .  
The p ract ical  consequence o f  these ideo log ies is that we are 
able to rat iona l ize o u r  act ions against these peop le .  By mai nta i n i ng  a 
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be l ief that the I n u it a re dwe l l e rs i n  the ice age ,  we tempora l ly  d i s locate 
them and , thus ,  s i tuate ou rse lves in a pos i t ion of power. We are the 
h ol d e rs of know ledge ,  be i t  used for sc ie n t i f i c ,  m i l i ta ry, pol i t i ca l  or  
econom ic  p u rposes ,  and we can use that knowledge for the "betterment" 
of the I nu it ,  as we l l  as ourselves. Thus ,  we bu i l d  schools where I nu it 
ch i l d ren can learn Eng l i sh  and Weste rn ways. We set u p  pol i t ical bod ies 
to govern the reg ions where I nu i t  l ive. We d istr ibute welfare to those 
whom we see as dese rvi ng  i t .  At the same t ime ,  we exploit the natu ra l  
resou rces we des i re and use the Arct ic for ou r own pu rposes. 
Al l  these act iv i t ies take power f rom the I n u it ,  a peop le who got 
a long q u ite wel l  without us for thousands of years . The I nu it a re now i n  a 
p recarious posit ion ; they requ i re Weste rn goods to su rvive and they need 
to have i ncome to do this, yet the Eu ropean American markets determine 
what goods are marketable .  Thus ,  the I n u it are economical ly dependent 
upon us .  
They m ust a lso appea l  to the Canad ian  government i n  order  to 
reg a i n  gove rnance of t he  l a n d s  they  occ upy  a n d  to i n s u re that the i r  
c h i l d ren  a re educated i n  I n u i t c u l t u re .  Accu l turation , a product of educa­
tion i n  the E n g l i sh -speak i n g  school s ,  is dest roy ing  the i r  t rad it ional ways 
of l ife . Ch i ld ren are sent to d istant sett lements for the i r  education , res id ing 
i n  board ing schools where they are isolated f rom the i r  fam i l ies .  The I nu i t  
peop le  have been  f i ght i ng  the government for decades ,  t ry ing  to  get 
I n u kt i tut ,  t he i r  native lang uage ,  tau g ht in these schools .  
There are some s igns  that E u ropean American ideolog ies are 
chang i ng .  Major steps toward I n u i t  autonomy a re cu rrent ly be ing taken .  
The  N unavut agreement ,  wh i ch  d iv ides the Northwest Territories i nto 
two provi nces , one be ing  the 1 36 , 000 square m i l e  N u navut wh ich wi l l  be 
governed by the occupants of the te rr itory, the major ity be ing I nu it ,  is 
one step toward the I nu i t  atta i n i ng  th i s  autonomy. 1 7 The I nu i t  also have 
the i r  own rep resentat ion i n  the Canadian par l iament .  I n u kt itut is be ing 
taught i n  some schools .  Most of these steps are the d i rect resu lts of I n u it 
organ izations ral ly i ng  to be heard and rep resented . But  much more can 
be ach ieved once E u ropean Amer icans abandon ou r patr iarcha l  not ions 
concern ing  these den izens  of the Arct ic .  
Conclus ion 
E u ropean Amer icans h ave a remarkable h istory of ransack ing  
the wor ld for resou rces .  We see crude oi l depos its because we des i re 
oi l .  We see stone carv ings  because they tease ou r aesthet ic senses.  
B ut we i gnore that wh ich is  not to ou r economic advantage. Thus,  we 
rema in  i gnorant of I nu i t  soc ia l  struct u re ,  of I n u it be l ief-systems,  of I n u it 
language,  and of I nu it knowledge. We ignore these aspects of I nu i t  cu l ture 
because we do not need them,  desp ite the i r  i mportance i n  g iv ing  us a 
more complete u nderstand ing  of that cu l tu re .  
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I n  the face of much counter-evidence, we mainta in  our  ideologies 
concern ing the i nt imate connect ions between the I nu it and the Arct ic .  Even 
though the I nu it l ive i n  houses with o i l  heat and traverse the tundra on  
skidoos, we sti l l  want to  view them as  pr im itive people, t rapped i n  some 
romantic past l i ke i nsects i n  amber. 
However, we must rea l i ze that the I nu i t  are ou r  contemporar ies ,  
more ak in  to us than fo re i g n .  We must then rea l ize that we have acted 
i nhumanely toward our I nu it b rothers and s isters .  Johan nes Fabian writes ,  
" I t takes i mag i nat ion and courage to p ictu re what  wou ld  happen to the 
West (and to anth ropology) if i ts  temporal  fortress were sudden ly  i n ­
vaded by T ime of  i ts  Other. " 1 8 I have offe red a d iagnos is  of  how some of 
o u r  ideo log ies fu nct ion to make the I n u it o u r  "Others . "  We must now use 
our  i mag inat ions to abandon these ideolog ies and beg i n  to see the I n u it 
as o u r  contemporar ies .  O n ly then can we beg i n  to add ress the issues 
that w i l l  a l low these people to cont inue the i r  l ives i n  the Arct ic .  
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Racism and AIDS : African Origin Theories of H IV-1 
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The A I DS epidemic, first discovered in the U nited States in 1981, 
has caused a g reat deal of speculation with regard to the o ri­
gins of both the H I V-1 retrovirus and the early pathways fo r the 
epidemic itself.  The African origins theory is the most widely 
accepted origin theory for H I V-1 in the West. This theory is 
based upon six assertions, a l l  of which either lack evidence or, 
when evidence has been present, these assertions have been 
contradicted . The African origins theory is unsubstantiated. The 
African o rigins theory is based not upon scientific logic but rather 
upon victim-blaming, the attempt to define "the other" as the 
cause of disease, and racism. 
From whe re d id  Acq u i red Immune  Def ic iency Syn d rome (A I DS) 
and the H IV- 1 v i rus come? What are the u lt i mate or ig ins  of th is  ret rovirus 
and the i l l ness it causes? What a re the h idden a rg u ments beh ind  the 
search  for the o ri g i ns  of both H I V- 1  and the A I D S  ep idemic? We w i l l  
examine these questions  i n  the fo l l owi ng  essay. 
A I DS was f i rst d iscovered i n  the Spri ng  of 1 98 1 , a l though  it was 
encounte red c l i n ica l ly  by medical  p ract i t ioners much earl i e r  than th is  
date .  Fro m  the ear l iest e ncounters with the A IDS syn d rome,  and with 
what wou l d  late r be known as the H I V- 1  retrov i rus ,  assu m pt ions were 
made as to the or ig i ns  of the d isease and the pathways wh ich  the i l l n ess 
had take n  and was taki n g .  Thus, ear ly i n  the ep idemic  the syn d rome of 
i l l n esses assoc iated with the immune suppress ion caused by the H I V- 1  
retrov i rus was known a s  G R I D, Gay Re lated I mmune  Defic iency. Th is  
des ignat ion ,  a l though  certa in ly  not the f i rst fo r the synd rome ,  he lped 
g i ve i t  a last i n g  assoc iat ion with gays in the N o rth  Ame rican m ind . 1 
It was a s i mp le  step from th is  name to the l ifestyle i nterp reta­
t ions  and the ep idem io log ical i nvest i gat ions which were to fo l l ow. These 
were to i nc lude the i nfamous "popper" (amyl n it rate) i nvest igat ions and 
associat io n ,2 wh ich was to d ive rt attent ion from the  vi ra l  cause of A I DS 
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for some t ime and to provide a wall beh ind which the b lood products indus­
t ry wou ld  h ide i n  o rder to cont inue thei r large p rofits without i nterruption b� 
the danger of a blood borne and transmittable cause for the A IDS i l l ness. 
The resu lt was l itera l ly thousands of hemoph i l iacs i nfected with the H I V- 1  
v i rus f rom use o f  v i ral i nfected blood products (Factor V I I I ) .  Assumptions 
concern i ng  o ri g i ns and pathways , assumptions concern ing  who is at r isk 
for H I V-1  i nfect ion ,  when p laced i nto pol icy and practice i n  a social context , 
can be costly not on ly i n  terms of do l lars but also i n  terms of l ives . 
Thus ,  from the ear l iest days i n  th is  ep idemic ,  there has been a 
cont i n uo u s  and  often g rowi n g  debate concern i ng the  o ri g i ns of the  
ret rovi rus and the consequent r i sk  to  i nd iv idua l  g roups f ro m  i ts  i nfect ion .  
Th is  cont i n u i n g  debate may be  d iv ided i nto two q uest ions wh ich  are 
often conf lated and confused d u ri n g  the d iscuss ion . 
The f i rst q uest ion is tru ly a q uest ion of ori g i ns  and a q uest ion of 
h isto ry. From where d id  the H I V- 1  v i rus ,  the v i ral  causative agent of the 
A I DS synd rome ,  or ig i nate? Where d id  th is  retrovi rus  come fro m ?  S i nce 
the A I  DS syndrome appears to be of recent emergence, when and where 
d i d  the causative agent evo lve? I t  seems , espec ia l ly  s i nce th i s  is  an 
ep idem ic  wh ich  arose in the 1 970s or  1 980s , that this q u est ion  shou ld  
be capab le  o f  be ing  answe red .  I t  shou ld  not  be necessary to look i nto 
the i ncompletely recorded past, as it i s  with the sexua l ly  t ransm itted 
d i sease of syp h i l i s ,  fo r i nstance,  to understand the or ig i ns  of A I DS .4 Was 
it, as in the c lass ic Smal l  Pox v i ra l  o ri g i ns ,  an an imal  c rossover? I f  th is  
i s  the case,  how long d id  the retrovi rus exist i n  the an i mal  popu lat ions 
and f ro m  what an imal d id  it c ross over? I f  i t  i s  not  an  an i mal  c rossove r, 
d i d  H IV- 1  evo lve i n  the h u man popu lat ion? Syph i l is ,  fo r i nstance,  is  
often thought  to have been a deve lopmental resu lt of  a p revious h u man 
d isease wh ich  was not  sexua l ly  t ransm itted (Yaws) . I t  shou ld  be recog­
n ized that ,  wh i le these are scient if ic quest ions ,  they conta i n  explos ive 
emot iona l ,  soc ia l , and po l i t ical ove rtones.  These q uest ions can not be 
asked without a ce rta i n  tens ion occu rri ng  and without la rg e r  imp l ica­
t ions be i ng  i nc l uded in any answer. 
There is a second and re lated series of quest ions.  These second 
quest ions are often associated and confused with the f i rst; they concern 
both the  p resent and the past spread of H I V- 1  i nfect ion .  They ask the 
fo l lowi n g :  What are the pathways of  the A IDS vi rus ,  the H IV- 1 retrov i rus? 
What h u man popu lat ions have been d iffe rent ia l ly  struck by th is  v irus 
and the consequent A I DS i l l ness? What are the characteristics of these 
popu lat i o n s  w h i c h  h ave made them part i cu lar ly  s uscept i b l e  to t h i s  
d i ffe ren t i a l  i m pact? What has m a d e  A I DS a p p e a r  t h e  way i t  has 
e p i d e m io log ica l ly?  These a re not q uest i ons  of u l t i mate o r i g i n s  but  
of t he  i nte rmed iate pathways of the  e p i d e m i c .  They m ay be  v iewed 
as c lose ly  re l ated to the f i rst q uest i on  of u l t i mate o r i g i ns but a re one  
s tep  re moved f rom s u c h  a f i rs t ,  and  h isto r ica l ,  q uest i o n .  
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It must be u n d e rstood that these q uest ions a lso have g reat 
emotion attached to them,  and nowhere is this more clearly demonstrated 
than in the A IDS epidemic .  Or ig i nal g roups who suffer from the i nfect ion ,  
part i cu l ar ly  i f  t he  e p i d e m i c  i s  a sex u a l l y  t ransm itted d i sease ,  can be 
st ig mat ized and  v ict i m-b lamed . Agai n ,  the long stand ing  debate con­
cern ing the or ig ins,  E u ropean o r  North American ,  of the syph i l i s  bac i l l us  
are an example of  th is .  The emot iona l  content of  ep idemic or ig i ns  can ,  
a n d  i s ,  ass igned t o  ear ly i nfected g roups ,  such a s  has been s o  c learly 
the case with gay males i n  the Un ited States. Thus,  a debate concern ing 
the ear ly  pathways of a sexual ly t ransm itted ep idemic is not pu re ly a 
sc ient if ic quest ion ,  j ust as the u lt i mate o ri g i ns  of the ret rov i rus itself i s  
no t  a pure ly sc ient i f ic q uest ion . 
Why ask these q uest ions at a l l  if there is such a stigma potent ial? 
In fact , if one can d iscover the i mmed iate precu rsor v i rus to an infectious 
and deadly vi rus ,  there are poss ib i l it ies that th is earl ier  ancestor may not 
be v i ru lent or  deadly to humans.  I t  may be poss ib le to use the ancestor as 
a bas is for a vaccine and the foundat ion for prevention of the subsequently 
evo lved virus. Th is  i s  the sc ient i f ic j ust if icat ion fo r the search fo r o r ig i ns .  
I t  i s ,  u l t i mately, fou nded upon the h i stor ic mode l  o f  Jenner's vacc ine ,  
de rived from Cow Pox ,  the ancestral v i rus to Smal l  Pox  wh ich  was not 
v i ru lent to h u mans .  Cow Pox was used to provide the bas is for a vaccine 
for Smal l  Pox. We have seen Smal l  Pox e rad icated due  to the wide­
spread campa ign  to use th is vacc ine  in the farther  corners of the world . 
If th is  model were app l i cab le to the H I V- 1  v i rus ,  it ce rta in ly  wou ld justify 
the search for ori g i ns .  
This ,  then ,  is t he  scientif ic justif icat ion fo r  t he  search concern ing  
the  or ig ins  of  the  H I V- 1  v i rus .  Certa i n ly, the search for the ear l iest h uman 
popu lat ion which became i nfected with H IV- 1 , and deve loped A I DS as a 
conseq uence , is a lso capable of such a sc ient i f ic j ust i f icat ion . F i nd i ng  
t h i s  ear l y  h i story of t h e  ep idem ic  wo u l d  a l so  open  the  poss i b i l i ty o f  
d i scove r i n g  an e a rl y  p recu rs o r  and  deve l o p i n g  a vacc i n e .  
Dur i ng  t h e  course o f  t h e  fo l lowi ng  essay, w e  w i l l  examine the 
Afr ican or ig in  theory of H I V- 1 . Thus,  we wi l l  be look ing at  the answers 
that have been g iven to the i n it ia l  q uestion mentioned above , the quest ion 
of the u l t imate o ri g i ns of the H I V- 1  v i rus.  In th is essay, we need to look at 
the sc ient i f ic j ust i f icat ions fo r these theor ies but ,  as I wi l l  a rgue  more 
extens ively i n  the latter  sect ions ,  we need to look at the h idden content 
of these theor ies .  What is  i t  that they are sayi ng between the l i nes of 
the i r  arg uments and theor ies? Is  log ic and science the sole basis fo r the i r  
approach ,  o r, rather, are there h idden assumptions and h idden po l it ical 
agendas contained with i n  these scientif ic pu rsu its? Needless to say, I w i l l  
a rgue  at  l e n gt h  t hat t h e re are ,  as Sy lv ia  Tes h  has te rmed them i n  h e r  
b r i l l i ant  b o o k ,  h idden arg u ments beh ind  a l l  these investigat ions.5 These 
hidden arguments are very s ign if icant and important, at least as s ign if icant 
as the arguments which are v is ib le .  
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Ultimate Origins T heories for the HIV- 1  Virus 
Even before the pathogenic causative agent of A IDS was isolated 
and identif ied , with a test deve loped for its presence in 1 985, theories for 
t he  o r i g i n s  of t h e  as yet u n id e nt i f ied  H I V- 1  retrov i rus  we re advanced . 
Pe rhaps n o n e  h ave been as w idespread o r  as e n d u r i n g  as t he  theory 
t hat t he  H IV- 1 v i rus  o r i g i nated i n  cent ra l  Af r ica .  One cannot work i n  
t he  f i e l d  of A I DS researc h  and  h ave one ' s  wo rk  know n  by  t h e  p u b l i c  
w i t hout b e i n g  q uest ioned f req u e nt ly  conce r n i n g  t he  Af r ican o r i g i n s  
t h e o ry o f  t h e  A I DS v i ru s .  I t  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  e a r l i est to p ics  b ro u g ht u p  i n  
a n y  co nve rsat i on  conce rn i n g  A I DS a n d  t h e  A I DS e p i d e m i c .  W h e n  
s tudents  i n  a l a rg e  i nt rod ucto ry soc io logy  cou rs e  we re tested as t o  
t he i r  knowledge of A IDS at the Un iversity of Utah , for i nstance, seventy­
n i n e  pe rcent  responded that t he  H I V- 1  v i rus  o r i g i nated on the African 
con t i nen t  when  g iven a cho ice of a l l  cont i n e nts and  a l ast c h o ice  of 
" u n known " .  This is the theory most widespread and most accepted 
a m o n g  ed ucate d ,  and  I suspect ,  u ned ucate d ,  N o rt h  Ame r ican s .  I t  
appears early i n  t he  epidemic i n  both t he  popu lar  press and  i n  scientif ic 
and popu lar  scientif ic works by "experts" .  
Th is  theory took some t ime to  deve lop ,  part ly because it was 
not un t i l  1 983 that the A I DS syndrome was c learly ident i f ied as exist i ng  
i n  Af r ica. Th is  occu rred as  a resu lt o f  a number  o f  wealthy Afr icans  
t rave l i n g  to  E u rope fo r medical  treatment fo r i n t ractab le  i l l nesses fo r 
which they had sought treatment, unsuccessfu l ly, i n  Afr ica. The i nt ractable 
i l l nesses were, i n  fact, opportun ist ic d iseases, characte r ist ic of A I DS,  and 
the syn d rome was soon recogn ized i n  these pat ients from the Afr ican 
cont i nent .  Theoretical specu lat ion did not take long concern ing the or ig ins 
of  A I DS. In  Apr i l  1 983, i n  a lette r to the famous B rit i sh  med ical  journa l ,  
The Lancet, Jane Teas of  the Harvard Schoo l  o f  Pub l i c  Hea l th  advanced 
the theory that the Afr ican swi ne f lu v i rus m ight be the p recursor  to the 
A I D S  vi rus .  Th is  was , of course,  befo re the retrov i rus caus i ng  A I D S  had 
even been ident i f ied and a test deve loped fo r its p resence !  Teas also 
made the Hai t ian con nect ion fo r the or ig ins  of the A I D S  ep idemic  at the 
same t ime:  
C losely paral l e l i ng  the onset  of the f i rst cases of A I DS 
i n  1 978 i n  Hait i  was the f i rst conf i rmed appearance of 
the Afr ican swi ne fever vi rus (AS FV) a lso i n  Hai t i , i n  
1 979 . . .  I n  1 976 , ASFV was conf i rmed i n  C u ba a n d  a l l  
p igs were k i l led .  The is land remained disease-free unt i l  
1 980, when the vi rus reappeared , co inc ident with the 
arr ival of  Hait ian refugees . . .  When an  i nfected p ig  was 
k i l led and eaten e i ther as (u ncooked or u ncooked) meat. 
O n e  of t h e  peop l e  eat i n g  t h e  meat w h o  was both 
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immunocomprom ised and homosexual  wou ld  be the 
pivotal po int ,  a l lowing fo r the d i sease to spread amongst 
the vacat ion ing  'gay' tou rists i n  Ha i t i . 6 
The Hait ian con nect ion was suggested i n it ia l ly  i n  the ep idemic 
by the d iscovery of  t h i rty-fo u r  cases of  A IDS among Ha i t ian imm ig rants 
to the U n ited States in 1 98 1 , p ract ica l ly  co inc ident with the d iscovery of 
A I DS in the U n ited States '? 
Need less to say, compla i nts f looded i nto the jou rna l  as a resu l t  
of  th is  ingen ious lette r and i ts  c reative theo ry. I t  was wide ly specu lat ive ,  
tota l ly  without any ep idemio log ical support ,  and ,  i n  late r i nvest igat ion by 
researchers from Belg ium and Ho l land ,  p roved completely unfounded . The 
Hait ian connect ion so made in a mere un researched letter, in associat ion 
with the above ment ioned th i rty-fou r  cases among Hait ian immigrants to 
the U n ited States, was suff ic ient for the Centers for D isease Contro l ,  and 
the publ ic ,  to designate Hait ians as a h igh r isk g roup, however. I n  fact , in 
retrospect, we know that the African swine v i rus is not a retrovirus at al l ,  
and therefore un related t o  t h e  A IDS virus which i s ,  o f  cou rse, a retrovi rus. 
Because they are fundamental ly of d iffer ing fami l ies of vi ruses, African 
swine virus cou ld not have been the precu rsor for H IV- 1 but the die had 
been cast. In subsequent research  on  Hai t ians with A I DS,  i t  was fu rther  
dete rmi ned that a l l  o f  these Ha i t ians were i nvolved with the tou rist t rade 
with North Ame rica. None of the i nd iv idua ls  who were ear ly cases of 
Hait ian A I DS had ever even met an Afr ican .  I t  appeared that A I DS came 
to Hait i f rom North America, rather  than the reverse . 8 However, Africa 
and Hait i had been se lected as the focus of specu lat ion concern i ng  the 
or ig ins of  the A I DS ep idemic and the v i ra l causative agent .  The future 
wou ld ho ld  many such unsubstant iated theor ies conce rn i n g  the Afr ican 
or ig ins  of the v i rus  and the ep idemic .  
Ear ly i nvest i gat ions by researchers i n  Afr ica i n  1 985,  us ing  the  
recent ly deve loped e nzyme l i n ked i m m u nosorbent assay test (EL ISA 
test) , wh ich detects the body's immune  system react ion  to the H IV- 1 
v i rus ,  seemed to show very h i g h  rates of H I V- 1  v i ra l  i nfect ion i n  many 
a reas of cent ra l ,  easte r n ,  and s o u t h e r n  Af r i ca . 9 Pa rt i c u l a r ly, h i g h  
p reva lence rates we re detected i n  seve ra l Af r ican c i t i es  and , s u bse­
q u e nt ly, H I V- 1  i nfect i o n  was d etected in  r u ra l  a reas a lso .  Such h i g h  
rates o f  i nfect ion ,  i t  was argued ,  m ust p rove that t h e  d isease had been 
p resent i n  Afr ica fo r some t ime i n  o rder  to spread so extens ive ly  and 
reach such h igh p reva lence rates .  Certai n ly, i t  was asserted , to have 
been so widespread in 1 985,  H IV- 1 and A I D S  must have been in Afr ica 
fo r at least a decade or  more .  Also, test i ng  of ear ly blood samples and 
sto red blood samples f rom the late 1 950s seemed to i nd i cate a ve ry 
ear ly date for the p resence of H I V- 1  on  the cont i nent of Afr ica,  at least 
as ear ly  as 1 95 9 .  A p re g nant  wom a n  was fo u n d  to be H I V- 1 pos i t ive 
i n  K i n s h asa ,  Za i re ,  i n  1 970 .  A s tudy of t h e  s e ra saved f rom seve ra l 
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" re m ote "  t r i bes  i n  Z i mbabwe , L iber ia ,  and Kenya i n  the late 1 960s and 
early 1 970s "confirmed the presence of H IV- 1  i n  two speci mens from the 
Mano tr ibe of L iberia" . 1 0 It is often asserted that these are the earl iest 
evidence of A I DS and H I V- 1 , certa in ly earl ier  than in North America. As 
Shannon ,  Pyle ,  and Bashshur  assert :  
With the notable except ion of  KS and other  myste r ious 
symptoms found i n  the f rozen t issue of a 1 6-year-o ld 
b lack  Ame r ican male who d ied i n  1 96 9 ,  no  se ru m 
samples stored i n  the U n ited States pr ior  to the 1 970s 
h ave been fo u n d  to be seropos i t i ve . On the bas is  of 
s e ro log ica l  s tud ies  the re is some i n d icat i o n  that H I V  
i n fect i o n  may have e m e rged  ear l i e r  i n  Af r ica than i n  
the Un ited States. However, the rapid ly r is ing inc idence 
of cases in Afr ica a lso sug gests a new e p i d e m i c  of 
i nfect i o n  perhaps as recent  as 40 to 50 years ago . 1 1  
I f  these a rg uments are true ,  then the next q uest ion to ask i s :  Where and 
how exact ly did H IV- 1  or ig i nate on the Afr ican cont i nent? 
There are many creative and very imag inat ive responses which 
have been made to th is  question .  Let me t ry to out l i ne  the bas ic  Afr ican 
or i g i ns  theory as developed i n  the popu lar  and sc ient i f ic p ress f rom 1 983 
onward . 
The African origins theory usually starts with monkeys, particularly, 
g re e n  m o n keys i n  eq uato r ia l  Afr ica .  These g reen monkeys are i nfected 
wi th a s i m ian  i m m uno-vi rus known ,  approp riate ly enoug h ,  as s i m ian 
i m m u nodef i c ie ncy v i rus  ( S I V) . This retrov i ru s  does n ot cause  any 
i m m u n e  def i c ienc ies  i n  th is  African eq uato r ia l  g reen monkey, but when 
i njected i nto other  species of mon keys it causes an A I DS- l i ke i l l ness .  I t  
i s  th i s  retrovi rus wh ich is  most often c i ted as the p recursor  fo r H I V- 1  in  
h u mans .  H ow d id  the c rossover f rom monkey to h u man occu r? Th is ,  
as one m i g ht expect, is  where real theoret ical c reativ ity occ u rs .  
I t  i s  g e n e ra l l y  spec u l ated that t h e  c rossove r f ro m  m o n key to 
h u mans  occu rred d u e  to some sort of c u lt u ra l /sexua l  p ract i ce  in t he  
e q u ato r ia l  reg i o n s  o f  Af r ica .  I n  its most l u rid  p resentat ion , th is c ross­
over occu rs because of voodoo or  shaman ist ic sexual p ract ices ,  such 
as the i nject ion of  monkey b lood from the g reen monkey to enhance 
sexua l  p e rfo rmance ,  p l eas u re ,  and  exc i te ment  by some g ro u ps of 
Af r ica n s . 1 2 I n other vers ions in the popu lar  med ia  and in o ra l  mythology 
i n  North Ame rica, the g reen monkey is consumed uncooked by Afr icans 
and this p rovides a c rossove r route very s im i la r  to the route posited 
earl i e r  fo r ASFV by Teas. Another  var iant for the c rossove r event posits 
a monkey b ite as the c rossover  pathway. 1 3 Certa in ly  there i s  room fo r 
many c reative theories here ,  espec ia l ly  s i nce it is c lear that such a cross­
over event is  imposs ib le  to document or prove ; i t  thereby becomes a 
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subject of specu lat ion and mytho logy rather  than an actua l  event .  At 
any rate ,  whateve r t he  c rossove r methodo logy, t he  g reen  m o n key 
ret rov i rus is  seen as the u lt i mate precu rsor to the H I V- 1  v i rus and A I DS.  
Accord i ng  to th is  theo ry, the ret rov i rus ,  famous fo r i ts  f l u i d ity i n  terms of  
i ts  chem ical/genet ic structu re , 1 4 must have mutated d u ri n g  one of the 
contacts i n  Afr ica w i th  h u mans and became the H I V- 1  i nfect ious agent 
fo r the A I DS ep idemic .  
The sto ry has variants f rom here ,  j ust as there a re variants in  
the crossover path .  In  some vers ions ,  the retrov i rus ,  hav ing once crossed 
ove r and m utate d ,  lay d o rmant  for var i ous  per iods of  t i m e  befo re 
b reak i n g  out  i nto  the general  populat ion in Africa due to social d is ruption 
such as warfare , mass ive m ig rat ion ,  or  ag ricu ltu ral/eco log ical d isruption .  
Once it broke out from i ts  endemic ru ral enclave, however, i ts  movement 
i nto the general Afr ican popu lat ion is evident ,  accord ing  to the prevalence 
studies on the cont inent conducted from 1 983 onward . From the African 
cont inent it spread to the wor ld ,  eventual ly str i k ing North America. 
This certa i n ly  sou nds l i ke a b ri l l iant thes is ,  and i t  is asserted 
that it f its many of the facts and much of the h i stor ic ev idence from the 
deve lopment of the A I DS ep idemic .  The bas ic  out l i n e  p resented above 
has been advanced by n u m e ro u s  popu la r  j o u rna l s  as we l l  as some 
"author i t ies"  i n  the  f i e ld  o f  scientif ic research and  v i ro logy, such  as  Robert 
Gal lo. 1 5 Let us look c loser, howeve r, at the bas ic assert ions of th is  theory. 
The fundamental asse rt ions are:  
1 .  H I V- 1  and/o r  A I DS appeared f i rst o n  the  Afr ican cont i nen t ,  
p robab ly  i n  t he  1 950s .  
2 .  The evidence for #1 above i s  present in  stored African blood samples 
and H IV-1  prevalence studies from rural and urban Africa. 
3 .  There i s  ev ide nce that H I V- 1  i nfect ion  a n d  A I DS have been 
present for some t ime on  the Afr ican cont i nent ,  pe rhaps i n  a 
rura l  area remote f ro m  co ntact with the rest of Af r ica.  
4.  The precursor retrov i rus ,  the g reen monkey S IV, is c losely re lated 
to the H IV- 1 v i rus .  G enet ic research demonstrates th i s  c lose 
re lat ions h i p  and demonst rates the mutat ion o r  descent of the 
S I V  g reen monkey v i rus i nto H I V- 1 . 
5 .  There m ust be some crossover method or  event wh ich  a l lowed 
this S I V  ret rov i rus to make the leap f rom an i mal , p resu mably 
the g reen mon key, to h uman be ings ,  where it became H IV- 1 . 
6 .  T h e  h i gh  p reva lence rates o f  H IV- 1 i nfect ion a n d  A I DS p rov ide 
evidence fo r the ear l i e r  spread of  H IV- 1 i nfect ion  and A IDS in  
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the Afr ican context . 
Not al l  of these six assert ions must be true for the African or ig ins  
theory to  stand,  but some of  them must be verif ied. For  i nstance, certa in ly  
the earl iest appearance of  H IV- 1  on the cont inent of  Africa must be t rue if i t  
or ig inated there (# 1 , #2 , #3 ,  and #5) . I f  the crossover theory from the 
g reen monkey (#5) is correct , then the genetic re lat ionsh ip  between H IV- 1  
and  the g reen monkey S IV must be  true (#4) . I f  t h i s  hypothesis is not t rue ,  
then there must be some early relat ive of  the H IV- 1  v i rus  on the cont inent .  
Perhaps some other SIV? 
Are these  six assert i ons  true and ver if i ed  by the sc ie nt i f i c  
l i t e ratu re ?  No .  I n  fact , not a s i ng le  one of  these assert ions has c lear  
s u pport o r  ev idence i n  the scient i f ic l i teratu re .  Most o f  the s ix  asse rt ions 
have been d i rectly contrad icted by research i n  the past f ive years . Let 
us take the above statements one by one and exami ne them,  beg i n n i n g  
with the assert ion  that t h e  ear l iest cases o f  A I DS were i n  Af r ica.  
Frequent ly, when u n usua l  cases occ u r, u nexp la ined in causa­
t ion  and u n usua l  i n  c l i n ical cou rse ,  they are docume nted , reported , 
and wri tten up .  Th is  mate r ia l  is then sent to var ious medica l  j ou rna ls ,  
there to rema in  for posterity 's refe rence and poss ib le  use .  In  a very 
important art ic le ,  appeari ng i n  the Review of Infectious Diseases i n  1 987 , 
Dav id  H u m i ne r, Joseph Rosenfe ld ,  and S i lv io D. P i t l i k  retrospect ive ly  
exam ined these anomalous cases i n  med ica l  l i te ratu re pub l i shed from 
1 950 t h roug h  1 978, looki ng  for reports of i l l nesses which wou ld  f i t  the 
c l i n ical def i n i t ion of A I DS. 1 6 I t  needs to be noted that ,  eve n w i thou t  
s o p h i st i cated laborato ry conf i rmat i o n ,  t h e  c l i n ica l  c ri te r ia  co r rect l y  
d e l i n eate A I D S  i n  most cases .  I n  fact ,  i n  Afr ica ,  whe re l abo rato ry 
confi rmat ion is  both too expens ive and too d iff icu lt  to obtai n ,  the c l i n ical 
defi n i t ion of A I DS is q u i te va l id and re l i ab le .  What d i d  these  t h ree 
researc h e rs f i nd  i n  the i r  ret ros pect ive study of t he  med ica l  l i t e ratu re ?  
T h e y  f o u n d  n i neteen cases o f  i l l ness wh ich f it t h e  c l i n ical  def i n i t ion of 
A I DS over the course of th is  twenty-e i ght year  per iod . The f i rst such 
case occ u rs i n  1 952 and was reported i n  1 953. 1 7 From where was the 
f i rst case reported ? From the U n ited States. As H u m ine r  et a l .  state : 
E i g h t of 1 9  cases we re re p o rted f ro m  t h e  U n i ted  
States .  Two repo rts each came from Canada ,  the  
U n i ted K i n g d o m ,  and West G e r many. I so lated cases 
w e re re p o rted  f rom Swed e n ,  D e n m a r k ,  B e l g i u m ,  
U ganda ,  and I s rae l . 1 8 
Almost half  of these cases occur  i n  the U n ited States and the rest occu r  
i n  various othe r  western countr ies ,  w i t h  the exception  o f  I s rael  and  
Uganda.  The  case i n  I s rael f i rst appears i n  1 969 .  The  f i rst appearance 
of an A I D S  case i n  Africa occu rs i n  Uganda i n  1 973.  This is more than 
two decades after the f i rst appearance of A I DS i n  the U n ited States . 
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This  study is the best ava i lab le o n  ear ly cases of A IDS ,  and it i s  hard ly 
p roof of the ear l i est appearance of A I D S  on the Afr ican cont inent .  I n  
fact , i t  p roves noth i n g  of the sort .  I t  shou ld  b e  noted that th i s  study a lso 
refutes such ori g i ns  theo r ies fo r H IV- 1 as the famous CIA theory which 
pos its a C IA  c reat ion  of the H I V- 1  v i rus .  The c reat ion  of th i s  v i rus by 
anyone is out  of the q uest ion  s i nce techn iques for gene sect ion  sp l i c i ng  
and DNA recombinant work  were d eve loped decades late r than 1 952 ,  
wh ich is the ear l iest appearance of A I DS .  
There are a n u mber  of complexi t ies i n  the cases reported by 
H u m iner, et a I . ,  however. F i rst ,  a l l  of the laborato ry data are not p resent ,  
and th is  is  especia l ly  t rue of i m m u n osystem data fo r these pat ients .  I n  
most cases there are n o  t issue samples saved and the presence of H IV- 1  
cannot be ve r i f ied  i rrefu tab ly. T issue samp les are p resent f rom a 
myste r ious  case i n  S t .  L o u i s  i n  1 96 8 .  Th is  case, resu l t i ng  i n  the death 
of a young B lack man in that c ity, was def i n i t ive ly  determ i ned to be A I D S  
because o f  t h e  p resence o f  H I V- 1 . T h i s  st i l l  p redates t h e  f i rst appear­
ance of an Af r ican case by fou r  years ,  accord i ng  to H u m iner, et a l .  I t  
s h o u l d  be asse rted aga i n at t h i s  p o i nt ,  h oweve r, t hat a c l i n ica l  case 
def i n i t i on  of A I D S ,  s uc h  as used in  t h i s  s tudy, has been fo u n d  to be 
h i g h l y  va l i d  and  re l i ab le  when d i a g n o s i n g  A I DS in  the  absence of 
labo rato ry fac i l i t i es .  
A number  o f  those who s uffe red f rom these early cases had 
t rave led extens ive ly. I t  i s  i nte rest i ng  to note that the art ic le  specif ica l ly  
ment ions t rave l to  Af r i ca ,  a l t ho u g h  many of these i n d iv i dua l s  c lea r ly  
t rave led to a n u m b e r  of o the r  a reas of the  wor l d .  A ny conc lus ions  
concern i ng  the geog raph ic  o rig i ns  of the A IDS f rom which they suffe red 
is w i ld ly specu lat ive and unsupported . 
Another  compl icat ion , wh ich  may be i ntroduced i nto th is  data, is  
the level of  s u rve i l lance i n  the med ical  de l ive ry system i n  the var ious 
areas of the world . In  othe r  wo rds ,  i f  the  U n ited States system is much 
more extensive and complete ,  the A I D S  syndrome may s imply tr ip the 
s u rve i l lance wi re ear l i e r  o n  the North American cont i nent .  Th is  may 
account for the earl i e r  cases i n  the U n ited States .  The d iff icu lty with th is  
assumpt ion is that numerous p hys ic ians ,  operat i ng  i n  the Afr ican con­
text , have stated t hat A I D S - l i ke i l l nesses we re not p resent  in  any 
d etectab le  n u mb e rs p rev i o u s  to about  1 97 9 . 1 9 Often not repo rted i n  
the scient if ic o r  popu la r  med ia  are t h e  resu lts of H I V- 1  b lood tests of 
Af r ican b l ood w h i c h  have been  d o n e  and  have not s u ppo rted t h e  
Af r ican o r i g i n s  t hes i s .  Work done i n  the m id - 1 980s, wh ich used th ree 
d iffe rent screen ing  tests fo r the  p resence of  ant i -bod ies to H I V- 1  i n  b lood 
from male and fema le  c h i l d re n  and ad u lts f ro m  U g a n d a ,  f o u n d  n o  
ev ide nce o f  H I V- 1  i nfect i o n  i n  a n y  o f  t h e  b lood . Th is  t r ip le  level test i s  
much more re l iab le t h a n  the s i ng le  tests often used i n  other  reports a n d  
strong ly supports t h e  absence , i n  a n y  s i gn if icant numbers,  o f  H IV- 1  i n  
Uganda before 1 975. 20 
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I t  shou ld  be noted that Uganda ,  of a l l  Af r ican cou ntr ies ,  had , 
d u ri n g  the 50s,  60s and 70s , a q u ite soph ist icated system of medica l  
rep o rt i n g .  Th is cou nt ry i s  one of t he  few cou nt r ies  in  t he  wor ld , and 
c e rta i n ly in  t he  T h i rd Wor ld , to prod uce a complete d i sease at las of  i ts  
terr i tory in  the 1 970s.2 1 U ganda,  of a l l  cou ntr ies i n  the Th i rd Wor ld , i s  
t h e  most  s o p h i st icated i n  med ica l  s u rve i l l ance te rms .  The  weste rn  
ass u m pt i o n  of  p r i m i t iveness and  lack  of  s u rve i l l a nce i s  not  j us t i f ied . 
The fact st i l l  remains that, i n  terms of the med ical l iteratu re ,  there 
is n o  p roof of the ear ly ex istence of A I D S  i n  Af r ica. Exist i ng  evidence,  i n  
fact , po i nts t o  t h e  ear l i e r  ex istence o f  A I DS,  a n d  poss ib ly  H IV- 1  , on  othe r  
cont i nents ,  i n  other  a reas, and i n  t he  West and t he  U n ited States.  What 
about the ear ly b lood tests which conf i rmed numerous cases of H I V- 1  
i nfect ion  o n  t h e  Afr ican cont i nent? 
T h e  ear ly  b l ood tests ment ioned  i n  i tem #2 above we re co n ­
tam i n ated wi th l a rge  numbers o f  systemat ic fa lse pos i t ives .  The EL ISA 
test does not fu nct ion  re l iably i n  the Af r ican context because the test i s  
con fo u nded  by both sto red  b l ood ( i n  any  co ntext)  and  b l ood  w h i c h  
con ta i n s  m a l a r i a  an t i bod ies . 22 T h e  ear ly b lood tests w h i c h  showed 
h i g h  rates of H IV- 1 i nfect ion  i n  cit ies and res idua l  rates in ru ra l  a reas 
where essent ia l ly  mean ing less s i nce they were perfo rmed on both stored 
b l oo d  a n d  b l ood e n d e m ica l l y  i nfected w i th  ma la r ia .  Pa rt i c u l a rl y  t h e  
res i d u a l  l eve l s ,  often  refe rred to as e n d e m i c  and  men t i oned  i n  # 3  
above , i n  t h e  ru ra l  a reas, a re wel l  with i n  t h e  false posit ive range o f  t h e  
E L I SA test .  I n  other words ,  t h e  endemic ru ra l  a reas o f  H IV- 1  i nfect ion i n  
Africa have no val id ly documented infect ion levels at a l l .  The evidence for 
#2 and #3 above is ,  from a scientif ic standpoi nt, un iversal ly recogn ized as 
u n re l iab le and ,  i n  fact, nonexistent. 
T h e  i dea  that somehow t h i s  e n d e m i c  i nfect i o n ,  p resent i n  
s h e l t e re d  a n d  i so lated enc laves o f  r u ra l  Af r i ca ,  b ro ke o ut i nto t h e  
l a rg e r  co m m u n i ty o n  t h e  cont i nen t  d u r i n g  t he  1 960s o r  1 970s , i s  a lso 
r id i cu lous o n  its face .  There are rea l ly  no such iso lated areas on the 
cont i nent and have not been fo r many decades. The wor ld is  a much 
mo re i nteg rated and i nteract i ng  p lace than th is  model  wou l d  have us  
be l i eve, and inc l udes,  o f  course,  Af r ica and i t s  ru ra l  commun it ies .  
The asse rt ion  of the genet ic re lat ionsh ip  of H IV- 1 ret rov i rus to 
the Af r i can  e q u ator ia l  g reen  mon key s i m i a n  i m m u n ov i r u s  ( S I V) is  
w it h o ut d o u bt one of the major  asse rt ions of the Afr ican or ig ins thes is 
(#4 above) . The mutat ion of S IV i nto H IV- 1 has been the theoretica l 
an ima l  c rossove r fo r the Afr ican o ri g i ns  theory for a lmost a decade.  Of 
a l l  facts i n  the A I DS o ral  mytho logy of No rth America, none is so wide ly 
asserted as the re lat ionsh i p  of the g reen monkey v i rus to H I V- 1 . Are 
H I V- 1  and the g reen monkey S IV  c lose ly re lated? I s  the g reen monkey 
S I V  the p recu rsor  v i rus to H IV- 1 , thus  p rov ing  the or ig i ns  of H I V- 1  i tself? 
The answe r is  c lea rly and emphat ica l ly  no .23 
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It is ,  and has bee n ,  c lear  fo r a lmost f ive years that H I V- 1  andS IVs 
a re not c lose ly  re lated . T h ey have some s i m i l a r i ty ; they a re both 
retrovi ruses. H I V- 1  and S I Vs share some genet ic s im i l a rity, i t  i s  t rue .  
But ne i ther one is the descendant of the other, and that has been c lear 
for some t ime.24 Fu rther, H IV-2 ,  wh ich  is p resent i n  weste rn  Af r ica and 
causes a modi f ied fo rm of A I D S  w h i c h  i s  less  v i r u l e nt ,  has o n ly about  
seventy-f ive percent  g e net ic  s i m i l a r i ty to S I Vs of the  g reen  mon key. 
H IV- 1  also has been compared to S IVs, part icular ly in the g reen monkey, 
and it shares on ly about forty percent s im i lar ity with the c losest S IV. I t  
appears that H IV-2 i s  not d i rect ly re lated by descent to H I V- 1  e i ther, and 
the re lat ionsh ip of e i ther H I V- 1  or  H IV-2 to S IVs is complex and not read i ly 
apparent .25 One shou ld  note that ch impanzees and h u mans share a 
g reat deal more genet ic s i m i l arity than th i s ;  i n  fact , ch impanzees and 
h u mans share we l l  ove r n i nety percent genet ic s im i l a r ity, and yet they 
are ne i ther descendants ,  one  of the other, a l though  it is theo rized that 
they do descend from a common ancesto r. 
Cred ib le  researchers a re w i l l i n g  to admit  that we do  not know 
e n o u g h  about  ret rov i ruses in Afr ica to make any va l i d  state me nts 
conce r n i n g  the i r  re l at i o n s h i ps ,  one to another, nor  to make statements 
concern i n g  t h e i r  re l at i o n s h ips  to H I V  or its descent . 26 Some research  
i n d i cates that t he  o r i g i n s  of  S IV  a m o n g  g reen  mon keys i n  Africa may 
be ve ry ancient and these retrovi ruses may have co-evolved with the 
monkeys as long  ago as 1 0 ,000 years.27 These conc l us ions ,  i f  t rue ,  
make the or ig ins of H I V- 1  much more comp lex and d istant than at f i rst 
supposed . 
The geography of th is  i nfect ion  is i nco rrect for  an S I V  cross­
ove r, also. I f  H IV-2 is the most c lose ly re lated to S I Vs ,  then why is the 
H I V-2 v i rus concentrated in weste rn Af r ica rather  than easte rn Af r ica? 
Easte rn Afr ican is whe re both the g reen monkey is res ident  and where 
H I V- 1  has its h i ghest p revalences.  The geography of these d istr ibut ions 
is wrong for an animal c rossover from the g reen monkey to humans for 
H IV- 1 . As one text admits: "The situat ion may be much more complex and 
speculative than currently described. "28 T his complexity is sometime s 
i ntroduced , however, i n  the sc ient i f ic l i teratu re i n  o rde r  to attempt to save 
the S I V  to H IV- 1 descent and the Af r ican o rig i ns  thes is .  
I n  order  to  attempt to  save the H I V- 1  descent from some monkey 
vi r us ,  t he  a n i ma l  c rossove r t h e o ry and  t h e  Af r ican  o r i g i n s  t h e o ry fo r 
H I V- 1 , t h e  sc ient i f i c  l i te ratu re has beg u n  spec u l at i o n  conce r n i n g  a 
mu tua l  exchange amongst a n u mber  of S I V  retrov i rus ,  a l l  i nfect i ng  a 
host at the same moment and m ix ing  the i r  genet ic mate r ia ls i n  a sort of 
w i ld  o rgy of DNA sp l ic i ng .  It is pos ited that a number of S IVs may have 
i nfected , ben i g n ly i t  i s  ad m itted ,  a h u man host al l at the same t ime ,  then 
exchanged the i r  genet ic mater ia ls in some complex way, thus creat i ng  
the  resu lt ing H IV- 1 i n  that particu lar  host. Th is  mult ip le combined and  
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mutated vi rus then is t ransmitted and is the H IV- 1  v i rus.  Or  is it the H IV-2 
v i r u s ?  The specu la t ion  on t h i s  matter, i t  i s  adm itted in the sc ie n t i f i c  
l i te rat u re ,  i s  c o m p le te ly  u ns u p p o rted by any f o u n d at i o n  of rese a rc h  
o r  e v i d e n c e .  G iven t h e  complex ity o f  t h e  i nte rchange ,  i t  i s  u n l i ke ly  that 
th is  part icu lar  event w i l l  ever be documented let a lone scient if ical ly p roved 
or estab l i s h e d .  T h e  sc ie nt i f i c  l i t e ratu re has moved i nto t h e  rea l m  of 
myt h o l ogy, t h e  mytholog ical g reat exchange or  the massive DNA sp l ic ing 
orgy, if you please, as the event wh ich must  have occu rred . Th is  mytho­
log ica l  c reat ion ,  th is theoret ical c rossover event ,  exists i n  o rde r  to save 
the Afr ican o ri g i ns  thes is  and the green monkey c rossover. Th i s  theory 
of H I V- 1  o ri g i ns  i s  p u re and unadu lte rated specu lat ion-f l i gh t  of fancy. 
It is i nterest i ng  that recent popu lar  art ic les have asse rted that sc ience 
has now dete rm ined that H I V-2 and , u lt i mate ly, H I V- 1 , a re def in i t ive ly  
re l ated to S IVs i n  Afr ica.29 
Almost a l l  reports and research on the ancestry of the H I V- 1  and 
H I V-2 v i rus concentrate on the African connect ion .  There are numerous 
retrovi ruses i n  the world today, not the least of  which are fe l i ne retrov i ruses,  
eq u i n e  ret rov i ruses ,  and bov ine retrovi ruses , a l l  of which occ u r  in the 
West with cons iderable f requency. A l l  of  these occu r  i n  an i ma ls  wh ich 
are i n  c lose associat ion wi th  humans in  the West. None of  these retrovi ruses 
have been i nvest igated to near the extent that S IVs in Africa have been 
i nvest igated .  It seems to be a case of looking determinedly for the answer 
i n  one p lace ,  su re that it must be found there and not e lsewhe re .  Pe rhaps 
R ichard and Rosal i nd  C h i rimuuta have stated the underly i n g  factors most 
effect ive ly :  
Because sc ient ists found  it so d iff i cu lt to imag ine  that 
wh ite peop le cou ld  i nfect Afr icans with A I D S  and n ot 
the reve rse ,  such a poss ib i l ity has neve r been serious ly 
i nvest igated .30 
I n  conc l us ion ,  the evidence has ve ry defi n ite ly not been found 
fo r t he  a n i ma l  c rossove r theo ry of the o r i g i n s  of H I V- 1 , desp i te  t he  
popularity o f  t h i s  theory in  t he  Western press and  i n  t he  A I DS mytho logy of 
North America. Thus ,  the hypothesis in #4 above is complete ly unp rove n .  
The  asse rt i o n  i n  #5 , t hat s o m e  c rossove r event  has a l l owed 
H I V- 1 to move i nto the h u man popu lat ion , has been the sou rce of some 
of  the most shamefu l  anth ropolog ical research to be conducted i n  th is  
centu ry. One can f ind many assertions,  part icu larly aga in  i n  the popular 
press, that  m o n key b lood i s  used fo r many p u rposes on the Afr ican 
cont i nen t .  I t  i s  i nterest i ng  to note that none  o f  these p ractices have 
been wel l  documented in the scholarly l iteratu re by reputab le researchers .  
The " c rossove r"  eve nt  has been the  foca l  p o i nt fo r v i r u l en t  Weste rn  
rac i s m  wi th  reg a rd to Afr ican cu l tu ra l  p ract ices fo r ove r a decad e .  
Need less to say, t h e re i s  no  we l l - researched o r  d oc u m e nted exa m p l e  
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of t h i s  crossover event ,  no r  cou ld  there be s i nce there is no ev idence for  
a p recu rsor retrovi rus on the African cont inent i n  the f i rst p lace. Thus,  the 
hypothesis i n  #5 above is  wi ld specu lat ion and tota l ly  unsubstantiated .  
Final ly, we may examine the s ixth assertion above. This assert ion 
advances the present h i g h  p reva lence rates of H IV- 1 and A I DS on the 
Af r ican cont i nent as evidence for  the longstand i n g  existence of the v i rus 
i n  the Af r ican context . I t  must be adm itted that ,  when al lowances were 
made and i nterp retative p ract ices were adjusted to the Af r ican context 
for H IV- 1  testi n g ,  there remains at p resent a re l at ively h i gh  p revalence 
rate of H I V- 1  i nfect ion in Afr ica.  This h i g h  i nfect ion rate is concentrated 
in the "A I DS Belt "  in centra l ,  southe rn ,  and eastern Af r ica, with some of 
the h ig hest i nfect ion rates fo r H I V- 1  in Uganda and su rrou nd ing  areas. 
Certa in ly  Zai re a lso has a la rm i n g ly h i g h  i nfect ion rates with H IV- 1 . I t 
has been argued that these i nfect ion  rates , m uch h i ghe r  than anywhere 
i n  the West i n  "patte rn 1 "  A I DS ,  a re evidence of the longer  existence of 
A I DS and H I V- 1  on  the Afr ican context. Does the h i ghe r  p revalence 
rates in Afr ica const itute p roof of a l onger  existence fo r H I V- 1  on  the 
African cont i nent? No .  
There are many  reasons why the  H I V- 1  v i r us  may have spread 
i nto the African popu lat ion  more extens ive ly  than in the popu lat ion i n  
Western countr ies .  N o t  t h e  least o f  these reasons may b e  a m ig rant 
labo r system which p rovides not o n ly a means of contracti ng sexua l ly  
t ransmitted d iseases at  h igh p revalences i n  Afr ican popu lat ions ,  but  a lso 
p rov ides a ready and  ext re m e l y  eff i c i e nt a m p l i f icat i o n/t ransm iss ion  
system for  sexua l l y  t ra n s m itted d iseases (STDs) . 3 1 I t  has never  been  
asserted that syph i l is or  gonorrhea o rig inated on  t he  African cont inent .  Yet 
very h igh  rates of syph i l i s  and gonorrhea, i n  fact a rampant epidemic of 
these d iseases, occu rred i n  the  very same a reas of Africa d u r i ng  the 
1 960s and 1 970s. The socia l  factors, such as a m ig rant labor system ,  
wh ich he lped create these extremely h i g h  rates o f  STDs i n  prev ious 
decades,  are sti l l  operat ive in  the A I D S  ep idemic .  I t  has fu rther  been 
asserted that long stand ing  cu ltu ra l  p ract ices with regard to sexual ity32 
as wel l  as m i l i tary se lectio n  du r i ng  the recent C iv i l  War and u n rest i n  
easte rn Af rica a n d  Uganda33 have both ,  i n  the past decade ,  acce le rated 
the spread of H I V- 1  i n  the Af r ican context . If any o r  a l l  of these means of 
amp l ifyi n g  the t ransmiss ion and spread of STDs are operat i n g ,  and I 
wo u l d  assert that some , at l east a re o p e rat i n g ,  t h e n  the  h i g h  p reva­
l ence  rates of H I V- 1  in  easte r n ,  cen t ra l ,  and sou the rn  Af r ica a re p roof 
of a socia l  structu re s p read i n g  STD s ,  not  of  a b i o l o g ica l  o r i g i n  of t he  
ret rov i ra l  cause o f  A I DS.  I s  the s ixth assert ion above p roven ?  No.  
I n  a recent Scientific American a rt ic le by the two epidemiolog ists, 
Roy M. Anderson and Robert M. May, it is i nterest i ng  to see how the 
Afr ican or ig ins  of  the A I DS ep idemic is  supported .34 They assert that the 
h i g h  l eve l s  of i nfect i o n  w i th  H I V- 1  in  Afr ica a re p roof of the  Afr ican 
o r i g i n s  of the  ep i dem ic  and ,  i n  fact, assert that c rossover thes is  fo r the 
1 67 
Explorations in Ethnic Studies Vol. 17, No. 2 
v i rus i tself .  As Anderson and May state 
The A I DS virus a lmost certa in ly evolved in Africa . . .  ln the 
worst-aff l icted u rban centers in  Africa, 20 to 30 percent of 
p re g nan t  wo m e n  a re i nfected with H I V. T h i s  l eve l of 
i nfect i o n  has somet imes been attr ibuted to s o c i o ec o ­
n o m ic condit ions.  I t  i s  more l i ke ly  that t h i s  h i g h  rate of 
i nfect ion is  a consequence of the length of t ime ove r 
wh ich the v i rus has been spread i ng  i n  these areas : the 
ep idemic  is s imp ly  fu rther  advanced .35 
Therefo re ,  whe re the Afr ican ep idemic is concerned , the h i g h  leve ls  of 
i nfect ion  have a b io log ical , not a socia l  or ig i n .  The reason for these h i g h  
leve ls ,  accord i ng  t o  May a n d  Anderso n ,  is that t h e  d isease i s  b io log ica l ly  
fu rt he r  advanced i n  the ep idemic cyc le .  How then do we exp la i n  its h i g h  
levels i n  s o m e  areas a n d  a m o n g  some popu lat ions i n  the deve loped 
wor ld?  As Anderson and May state : 
The ep idem ic  deve loped q u ick ly  i n  the  ear ly  1 980s 
among i nt ravenous d rug  users and male homosexua ls  
i n  the U .S .  and Weste rn E u rope.  Th is  rap id  advance 
undoubted ly res u lted from the i nt rod uct io n  of the  v i rus 
i nto commun it ies hav ing behav ior  patterns ideal ly s u ited 
to v i ra l  sp read : d rug i nject ion and f req uent i nte rcou rse 
with many d iffe rent sexua l  partners . 36 
What is happen i ng  here?  The s imp le  answer is that ,  i n  terms of the i r 
t reatment of Afr ica and the U n ited States , when faced with h i g h  rates of 
in fect io n ,  Anderson and May sh ift the i r  means of exp lanat ion  depend i ng  
upon wh ich  cont i nent they are address i n g .  When  it comes to Af r ica, 
t h e re i s  a b i o l o g ica l  exp lanat i o n  w h i c h  s u p p o rts the Af r ican o r i g i n s  
t h e s i s ;  w h e n  they are exp la i n i n g  t h e  h i gh  i nfect ion  rate phenomena i n  
t h e  U n ited States a n d  Weste rn Europe, they move t o  a socia l/behavioral 
explanat ion .  Why not a social o r  behavioral exp lanat ion for the h i gh  rates 
of i nfect ion and A I DS in Africa? I t  wou ld undermine the i r  p resumpt ion of 
an African o rig ins  for the H IV- 1  v i rus .  
Anderson and May never ment ion that the earl iest cases of A I DS 
are fou n d  i n  the West ove r two decades before they are seen i n  Africa . 
They must be aware of th is ,  however, because they go  to some length 
to t ry to exp la in  why there is  no evidence of ear ly cases of A IDS i n  Africa. 
How do they exp la in  th is? 
The human v i rus cou ld have been s lowly spread ing  in 
parts of Africa for1 00 to 200 years, possibly even longer. 
It could be that i n  these much earl ie r  t imes,  the complex 
beg i n n i n g s  of t h e  e p i d e m i c  (as l oca l i ze d  f l i c ke r i n g s  
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i n  ru ra l  a reas) could not be detected against a h igh back-
g round no ise of i nfect ion  and d isease . Or it may be 
that ancestra l  forms of H IV in h u mans d id  not lead to 
A I DS .37 
The authors of th is a rt ic le t ry to advance the tr ip wire argument combined 
with an argument concern ing  ancestral forms . Do we have any evidence 
of th is ancestral form or its deve lopment? No. M ight the same argument 
be made for the presence of such an i nfect ious but non-d isease caus ing  
H IV i n  North Ame rica? Yes ,  but Anderson and M ay do not  make the  
same arg u ments fo r North America that they make fo r Af r ica, desp ite 
the ev idence of ear l i e r  cases in N o rth  Ame rica. They are desperate ly 
t ry ing  to support an Af r ican o ri g i ns  thes is ,  no  matte r what, and if th is  
requ i res sh ift i ng  arguments and the refusa l  to apply the same standards 
of d i scuss ion to both cont i nents , we l l  then ,  so be i t .  
What rema ins ,  the n ,  of the Af r ican o ri g i ns  theory of the H I V- 1  
v i rus? Litt le ,  i f  anyth i n g .  Afte r a l most a decade o f  research ,  a l l  w e  have 
are a few tota l ly  unsupported asse rt ions ,  a n u mber of u nscient i f ica l ly  
fou nded specu lat ions ,  and cons iderab le contrary proof. The essent ia l  
hypotheses upon wh i ch  any Afr ican o r i g i ns t heory m ust be based 
a re s i mp ly  u n p roven and in some cases , d i rect ly  cont rad i cted , by the  
ev ide nce .  The theo ry is sti l l  advanced i n  popu lar  med ia and i n  scientif ic 
and popular/scientif ic forums, however. 
I n  June of 1 988 ,  a lette r appeared i n  the Lancet, conce rn i ng  an 
ear ly  case (beg i n n i n g  about  1 966)  of A I D S  in  a N o rweg i a n  sa i l o r  and 
h is  fam i l y. 38 The auth o rs we re a l l  p hys i c ians  f rom va r ious  respected 
departme nts i n  N o rway. The l ette r c i ted  the H u m i n e r, et a l .  a r t i c le  
conce r n i n g  A IDS in  the pre-A IDS era and d iscussed th is  early Norweg ian 
case of A I D S  wh ich  k i l l e d  the N o rweg i an s a i l o r  and much  of h is fami ly. 
The letter  specif ica l ly  ment ions that th i s  sa i lo r  t raveled to Afr ica, a lthough 
it a lso ad mits that he t rave led to a n u m be r  of other  areas i n  the world 
and contracted STDs at least twice ,  p resu mably from any one of these 
areas. The art ic le makes a majo r  po i nt of assert i ng  "p roof" of the f i rst 
case of A I DS in E urope, i g nor i ng  cases in the H umi n er, et al. article i t  
c ites that precede th is  " f i rst" E u ropean case by al most a decade .  
I n  fact , i n  a 1 989 postsc r ipt to the i r  book denounc i ng  the Afr ican 
o r i g i ns  theory (wh ich was f i rst pub l ished in 1 987) ,  R ichard and Rosa l i nd  
C h i r i m u uta state :  
In  the  two years s i nce the book 's f i rst p u b l icat i o n ,  i t  
has been g rat i fy i n g  to f i n d  t h at m uc h  of t h e  ev idence 
fo r an  Af r ican o r i g i n  fo r the  H u ma n  I m mu nodef i c iency 
Vi rus (H IV) has not stood the test of t i me. Most impor­
tant ly, t he  Af r ican  g reen  m o n key i s  g e n e ra l ly  now no  
l o n g e r  t h o u g h t  t o  h a rb o r  a p re c u rs o r  to  H I V t h at 
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c rossed the  spec ies barr ie r, and oth e r  a n i ma l  v i ruses ,  
part i c u l a rl y  retrovi ruses in  sheep and catt le ,  are under  
cons iderat ion  . . .  
Although the scientif ic evidence for a n  African or ig i n  has been 
found wanti ng ,  the scient ists are on ly re luctantly abandon ing  their favo rite 
hypothesis and are consider ing the alte rnatives with l itt le enthus iasm.39 
U nfo rtunately, the C h i r imuutas are too opt im ist ic .  The popu lar  
and sc ient i f ic l i teratu re has not abandoned the Afr ican or ig i n s  thes is ,  
and had on ly  abandoned it tempo rar i ly by 1 989 i n  the face of mount i ng  
contrad icto ry evidence. The  quest ion becomes,  then , why  is  t h i s  the 
theo ry w h i c h  i s  p ro m u l gated in  the  popu l a r  Weste rn  m e d i a ?  W hy is  
th is  mythology the theory wh ich  is prominently accepted by "educated" 
Westerners? The bas is  fo r the acceptance of the Afr ican o r i g i ns  theory 
of H IV- 1 i n  the West must be based not on a scient i f ic rat iona l ity but on  
othe r  reasons .  What are those reasons? 
Conclusions 
The Afr ican or ig i ns  theory of H I V- 1  is based upon a n umber  of 
h i dden  just i f icat ions ,  a l l  of wh ich are not " rat iona l "  i n  the sc ient i f ic  sense .  
The f i rst j ust if icat ion is the tendency to vict i m-b lame for  such  a ser ious 
sexua l ly transm itted d i sease. I t  i s  a commonly observed tendency i n  
many  societ ies to b lame the vict im o f  a d i sease fo r the d i sease itse lf .  
This tendency is nowhere more p revalent than in sexua l l y  t ransm itted 
d i seases , where it can be seen most c learly in the pract ice of separat i ng  
" i n n ocent"  v ict ims from " g u i lty" v ict ims .4o 
T h e re i s  a f u rt h e r  j u st i f icat i o n .  That j ust i f icat i o n ,  o r  h i d d e n  
a rg u ment  to use  Tes h ' s  te r m i n o l ogy, i s  based u p o n  the  des i re o f  i n d i ­
v i d u a l s  i n  t h e  west t o  s e e  the  H I V- 1  i nfect i o n  a n d  A I DS as affect i n g  
othe rs ,  even to the po int  o f  or ig i nat ing  with others .  I t  h a s  common ly  
been observed that most d iseases are named fo r a reg i o n  othe r  than 
the one  ass i gn i ng  the name.  Thus ,  f l u  vi ruses are usua l ly  named by 
North Ame rican researchers fo r Asian locations .  STDs a re ofte n ca l led 
by the French d iseases of  the Germans,  and by the G e rmans ,  d iseases 
of the French ,  and so on. This is a lso the case with A I D S .  As S usan 
Sontag has obse rved 
One featu re of the usual scri pt for p lague :  the d i sease 
i nvar iably comes f rom somewhere e lse . . .  But  what may 
seem l i ke a joke about the i nevitab i l ity of chauvi n i sm 
reveals a more impo rtant truth :  that there i s  a l i n k  be­
tween imag i n i n g  d i sease and i mag i n i n g  fo re i g n ness .  
I t  l ies perhaps in  the very concept of wro n g ,  w h i c h  i s  
a rcha ica l l y  i d e nt ica l  with the non-us, the al ien. A pol lut ing 
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person is always wrong, as Mary Doug las has observed . 
The i nverse is a lso t rue :  a person j udged to be wrong  is  
regarded as , at  least potent ia l ly, a source of  po l l ut i on .4 1 
Th is  tendency, l ong  observed i n  many contexts ,  is a lso exace r­
bated by the combinat ion  of rac ism and fear  of the T h i rd Wo rld .  I n  the 
f i rst i nstance, Africa can be portrayed as the "dark" cont inent .  A conti nent 
of u n healthy pract ices and peop le ,  of sexua l  l icense ,  and d i sease .  A l l  
o f  the ste reotyp ical responses o f  Weste rners to  rac ia l ly "co lored"  people 
can be used , subconsc ious ly and consc ious ly, to support these h i dden 
assu mpt ions .  Agai n ,  Sontag has stated i t  we l l  
Thus ,  i l l ustrat ing  the classic scr ipt for p lague ,  A I D S  i s  
thought to have started in  the "dark continent , "  then spread 
to Hait i ,  then to the U n ited States and to E u rope,  then . . .  lt 
is understood as a tropical d isease: another  i nfestat ion 
from the so-cal led Th i rd World , which is ,  after a l l  where 
most people i n  the world l ive, as wel l  as a scourge of the 
tr istes tropiques. Afr icans who detect rac ist ste reotypes 
in much of the specu lat ion about the geograph ical o rig in  
l i m i na l  c o n n ect i o n  made to not ions  about  a p r i m i t ive 
past  and the  many hypotheses that h ave been f i e lded  
about  poss i b l e  t ran s m i s s i o n  f rom a n i m a l s  (a d i sease 
of g reen mon keys? Af r ican sw i n e  feve r? )  cannot he lp  
but  activate a fami l iar set  of  stereotypes about an imal ity, 
sexual l icense, and b lacks.42 
I n  th is  concept io n ,  we can exp la in  the longevity of the Af r ican or ig ins  
myth not by i ts  sc ient i f ic bas is ,  s i nce th i s  bas is  is  and has been fo r some 
t ime largely non-existent ,  but by the h idden reasons o r  arguments fo r 
th i s  o rig i n  of the H I V- 1  v i rus .  The Afr ican o ri g i n s  of the v i rus fu l f i l l s  the 
socia l  need , in a h i g h ly conservative e ra ,  to v ict im-b lame in STDs as 
we l l  as to see others as the sou rce of the i l l ness .  F u rther, the other  is 
conceptual ized not on ly as another  race but a lso as the Th i rd Wor ld in 
an e ra when U n ited States m i l i tary m i g ht is  "downsized " ,  made h i gh l y  
mob i l e ,  and tu rned from its former task o f  combat ing  t he  Soviet U n ion  to 
defeat i ng  dangerous upr is ings  and i n s u rgenc ies in th is  ve ry area ca l led 
the T h i rd Wor ld . The Fal l  of 1 992 was the SOoth ann iversary of  the 
C o l u m b i a n  estab l i s h me n t  of  t h e  d iv i s i o n  betwe e n  F i rst  and T h i rd 
wo r ld s ,  and  it i s  t h i s  s p l i t ,  t h i s  d i v i s i o n ,  w h i c h  i s  expressed i n  t h e  
p e rs i stent  ex iste nce ,  desp ite l a c k  o f  s c i e nt i f i c  s u ppo rt ,  o f  t h e  Af r ican  
o r i g i n s  t heo ry fo r t he  H I V- 1 v i r u s .  
I n  the face o f  the  myth c reat i n g  potent ia l  s u rro u n d i n g  the  A I DS 
ep idemic ,  socia l  and natural  sc ient ists can o n ly ask that h idden assump­
t ions be made apparent .  Those i nte rested can ask fo r rese a rc h ,  i f  not 
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wi th  fewe r b i ases , at l east w i th  exp l i c i t  ones .  Perhaps i t  i s  t i m e  to 
i nvest igate , fo r i nstance,  the poss ib i l ity of  an or ig in  fo r H I V- 1· and the  
A IDS ep idemic  i n  some other  locat ion than  Afr ica and the T h i rd Wor ld . 
Perhaps it is t ime to invest igate other  poss ib i l i t ies for an a n i mal cross­
over, i nc l ud i ng  those poss i b i l it ies in the F i rst Wor ld as we l l  as the T h i rd .  
I n  fact , i t  i s  t ime t o  i nvest igate the d ist inct poss ib i l ity that th i s  d isease 
began in the F i rst Wor ld . Hopefu l l y, th is  wi l l  not be accompan ied by the 
same so rt of vict i m-b lam ing  ideo logy that we have seen so appare nt i n  
t h e  i nvest igat ion  of T h i rd Wor ld or ig i ns  fo r the A I D S  ep idemic  a n d  H I V- 1 . 
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This essay argues that the i n c l u s i o n  of white wom e n ,  Afr ican 
Ame r icans ,  Asian A m e r i c a n s ,  and A m e r i c a n  I n d i a n s  i nto 
h isto r i o g ra p h y  is  a fa ir ly  rec e n t  d e ve l o p m e n t ;  a n d  t h at t h e  
afo re m e n t i o n ed development,  which did n o t  beg i n  u n t i l  the 
1960s ,  has res u lted in rigorous i nvestigat ion i nto the racial  
thought of Franz U ri Boas,  R o b e rt E z ra P a rk ,  a n d  G u n na r  
Myrdal and a hot debate i n  reference to thei r s ign ificance a n d  
i n f l u e n c e  o n  t o day's s o c i a l  s c i e n c e s. F u rt h e r m o re ,  t h e  
i ntegrat i o n  of Af rican A m e r i c a n  h istory i nto t h e  h istoriog raphy 
of race relations socia l  sc ience has given i mpetus to the move­
ment  towards m a k i n g  A m e r i c a n  i n t e l l ec t u a l  h i st o ry m o re 
inc lusive. 
The pu rposes of this essay are twofold :  f i rst, it seeks to art iculate 
the cu rrent scholarly debates centered around the pu rpose of the writ ings 
of F ranz  U r i Boas , Robert Ez ra Park ,  and G u n n ar  Myrda l  and the i r  
c o n t ri b ut i ons  t o  a n  u n d e rsta n d i n g  o f  B l ac k-wh i te re lat i o n s  i n  t h e  
U n i ted States ;  and second ,  i t  exam i nes a n d  ana lyzes t h e  integ rat ion of 
African American h istory i nto the subf ie ld of race re lat ions social science. 
In so do ing ,  I hope to demonstrate that d u ring  the past two decades the 
race relat ions soc ial science has been te l l i ng  Americans more about them­
selves on the h istorical issue of race-most of which they are re luctant to 
hear-than any other subf ie ld in recent American intel lectual h istory. 
- I -
Fo r more than f ive decades h isto rica l ly m i nded anth ropo log ists 
and inte l lectua l  h isto rians have ce lebrated the decis ive ro le that Franz 
U ri Boas p layed i n  underm i n i ng  the rac ist wor ldview that p reva i led i n  the 
soc ia l  sc ie nces d u r i n g  the years befo re 1 93 0 . 1  S u rp r i s i n g l y  l i tt le  of  
t h i s  l i t e ratu re-espec ia l ly  when one c o n s i d e rs the amo un t  of  data 
w h i c h  i s  read i l y  access i b l e-dea ls  wi th Boas 's spec i f i c  t reatment  of 
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Afr ican Amer icans. Most of these scholars were content to assume-and 
they assu med erroneous ly-that Boas t reated Afr ican Americans much 
l i ke the "pr im it ives" he stud ied-that i s ,  w i th  a g reat deal  of  affect ion .  
Th is  sect ion  o f  th is  essay, wh ich s u rveys the sma l l  body of  l i teratu re that 
comments of Boas's att itudes toward African Americans, suggests that 
th is  l ite ratu re has ignored what I term ''the Boas ian paradox"-that is ,  the 
contrad ict ion between the i nferences based on h is  physical anth ropology 
a n d  h i s  l i b e ra l  va l ues .  T h i s  cont rad i ct i o n ,  I h ave a rg ued in p rev ious  
a rt i c l e s ,  s h o u l d  not be s u rp r i s i n g-espec i a l ly when  o n e  c o n s i d e rs 
Boas's l i fe and career, ethn i c i ty, the h i stor ica l  context , and the contro­
ve rs ies  s u rround i ng  issues concern i n g  the cond i t ion and dest i ny of Af­
r icans . 2  I ndeed Boas , l i ke most scholars-albeit to lesser extent-was a 
pr isoner  of h i s  t imes.  
In  an art ic le that was pub l ished i n  Isis i n  1 973,  the h istor ian , 
Edward H .  Beardsley, examined and analyzed the h istorical t reatment of 
Boas du ri ng  the previous th irty years by students and co l leagues of the 
patr iarch of modern American anthropology. Un l i ke those anthropolog ists , 
who be l i eved Boas's revu ls ion  agai nst ant ib lack rac ism was fu ndamen­
ta l ly  mot ivated by h is  l i bera l  val ues ,  wh ich was d i rect ly re lated to h is  
eth n i c  status as a German-born Jew i n  America, Beards ley argued that 
the "most basic and fundamental  exp lanat ion"  was "h is  commitment to 
sc ient if ic objectivity and re l iab i l ity . . . .  " Although Beards ley ad mits that Boas 
was "f rom a Jewish backg round  and a foe of ant i -Semit ism s i nce h i s  
youth , "  he poi nts out neve rthe less that ,  "Boas d i d  no t  become act ively 
and pub l ic ly  i nvolved on  that issue u nt i l  the 1 920s ,  when Nazi  rac ists 
made a major  effo rt to en l ist sc ience in support of the i r  v iew·s." Fu rther­
more ,  he noted : "Boas also never i nvo lved h i mself with the I nd ian 's p l i ght 
as he d id  with the Negro 's or Jew's"-primar i ly because "the idea of I nd ian 
i nfer io rity was never a major tenet of  scientif ic racism."3 As a consequence, 
Beardsley vociferously argued that ,  "Boas was an act iv ist for what were 
essent ia l ly professional reasons . "4 
Fou r  years later, Has ia R .  D ine r  i n  a book ent i t led , In the Almost 
Promised Land: Jews and Blacks, 1 9 1 5-35, cha l lenged both the Boas ian 
anth ropo log ists and Beards ley, when she argued that there was truth in  
both of the i r  content ions. Boas wrote for, D iner stated cogently, "socia l  as 
we l l  as fo r sc ient i f i c  reaso n s .  H e  was deep ly  concerned w i th  the rea l  
h u man suffer ing created by  rac ist th ink ing and  eagerly shared h is  f ind ings 
wi th  the NAACP." Nevertheless, it is D iner's thes is  that the fundamental 
reason Boas wrote about African Americans stemmed from h i s  eth n i c  
status  a s  a l i be ra l ,  German-born Jew i n  America who bel ieved B lacks 
and Jews had a common bond of suffe r i ng .  Yet she  adm itted that Boas 
was not na ive about his own g roup's se l f- i nterest i n  d iscred i t i ng  ant i ­
b lack rac i sm .  "The same pr inc ip les wh ich Boas and h is  students used 
to d i sc red it ant ib lack t h i nk i n g , "  D i ne r  conc l uded , "cou ld  be emp loyed 
as effective weapons to combat ant i -Jewish sent iment ."s  
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The idea that the fu ndamental reason  beh ind  Boas's s kept ical  
stance towards ant i b lac k  rac ism stemmed from his des i re to p rotect h i s  
own g roup was extended by  Marsha l l  Hyatt i n  h is t ime ly  b iography of 
Boas, ent it led Franz Boas-Social Activist: The Dynamics of Ethnicity, 
publ ished i n  1 990. Hyatt , i n  reference to Boas's address as vice president 
of Sect i o n  H of the A m e r ican Assoc ia t ion  fo r the Advancement  of 
Sc ience  in B rook lyn ,  N ew Yo rk ,  in 1 894 ,  be l i eves "t h at Boas used 
b l acks as a s u r ro g ate to avo i d  c h a rges of sc ient i f i c  b i a s . "  H e  has 
writte n :  
The t im ing  o f  the polemic against prejud ice i s  inst ructive . 
Havi ng recently tang led with Wash ington ,  the center of 
wh ite Ang lo-Saxon Protestant-contro l led anthropolog ical 
s tudy, ove r t h e  m u s e u m  appo i ntmen t ,  Boas was st i l l  
l ick i ng h i s  wounds . . . .  Boas conceivably read t h e  i nc ident 
i n  eth n i c  te rms .  G iven  h i s  h e i g hte n e d  sens i t i v i ty to 
pe rsecut ion ,  which colored much of  h is  l ife i n  Germany, 
and  t h e  d o m i nan t  i nf l u e nce of wh i te ,  A n g lo -Saxo n 
Protestants i n  anthropology, th is is not su rpr is i ng .  Accord­
ing ly, he began his assau lt on prej ud ice soon after h is  
d i sappo i n t m e n t  over  the C o l u m b i a n  M u s e u m  j o b .  
H oweve r, rat h e r  t h a n  ca l l atte nt i o n  to h i s  o w n  p l i g ht 
and r isk accusat ions of subjectivity, Boas chose another 
aspect, that d i rected against Afro-Americans, at  which to 
vent h is  d istress . This camouflage became part of Boas's 
ra ison d 'et re for attack ing a l l  forms of human prejud ice.6 
Neverthe less ,  " i t  was in the area of race , "  Hyatt conc l udes ,  "that Boas 
had h is g reatest i mpact on  America and on  futu re i nte l lectua l  thoug ht ."? 
Yet ,  i ron ical ly, nowhe re is  the re lat ionsh i p  between Boas and Booker T. 
Was h i ngton ,  W. E . B . DuBo is ,  R .  R .  Wr ight ,  S r. ,  George  Wash i ngton E l l i s ,  
Carte r  G.  Wood s o n ,  A l a i n  Le Roy Locke ,  Cha r l es  S .  J o h n s o n ,  G e o rge  
E . Haynes ,  A b ra m  H a rr i s ,  M o n roe N .  Wo rk ,  and  C harles H .  Thompson 
exp l o red . I nvest i g at i o n  i nto Boas 's co rres p o n d e nce  with t hese  maj o r  
Af r ican Ame r ican i nte l l ectua ls  wo u l d  h ave q u a l i f i ed  somewhat Hyatt's 
a rg u ment that Boas's i nd i ctment of the p l i ght of Afro-Americans was 
mere camouf lage for attack ing  ant i -Sem it ism .  
A n ot h e r  recen t  wo rk ,  C a r l N .  Deg l e r's I n  Search of Human 
Nature: The Decline and Revival of Darwinism in American Social 
Thought, concu rs i n  Hyatt's arg u ment that Boas was a p rogress ive on  
the i ssue  of the equ ipotent ia l ity o f  Afr ican Ame r icans.  A rg u i n g  "that Boas 
did not arr ive at" h is posit ion on Afr ican Americans '1rom a d is interested , 
sc ien t i f i c  i n q u i ry " ,  bu t ,  rath e r, h i s  ideas "de r ived f ro m  a n  i d e o l o g ica l  
c o m m i tment  t hat began  i n  h i s  ea rly l ife and  academic experiences i n  
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Europe and cont i nued i n  America," Deg ler  d iscounts Boas's equ ivocal 
and iac ist statements.8 Degler argued in 1 991  that: "Nowhere does Boas's 
comm itment to the ideo logy of equa l  opportun ity and the recogn it ion  of 
the worth of oppressed or i gnored people become more ev ident than i n  
h i s  re lat ion t o  Afro-Amer icans,  a peopl e  whose l ife patterns h ad long  
b e e n  a l l eged l y  'acco u nted fo r' by race ." Deg l e r  uses as ev i d e n c e  fo r 
h i s  pos i t i on  Boas's atte mpt  to ra ise money f rom A n d rew C a rn e g i e  
"to s u pport a new M useum o n  the  Neg ro and  the  Af r ican Past ," Boas 's 
1 906 add ress at the commencement of At lanta Un iversity on the African 
past that had such a p rofound  i mpact on  the thought of W. E . B .  DuBo is ,  
a n d  h i s  d i sc u s s i o n  of t he  ram i f icat i on  of wh ite -B lack i nte rmar r i a g e . 9  
A l t h o u g h  s u c h  a rg u m e nts seem compe l l i n g ,  i t  s h o u l d  be  n oted t h at 
Deg l e r, u n l i ke Hyatt , i g n o res  Boas 's rac ist  physical anth ropo logy that 
was i n  tens ion  with h i s  l i bera l  ideo logy. Neverthe less ,  both Hyatt and 
Deg le r  fai l  to demonstrate how that tens ion was exacerbated by the 
i nc reas i ng  m ig rat ion of  B lacks f rom Southeaste rn states to New Yo rk,  
b ri n g i n g  what was thought to be a pecu l ia r  Southern prob lem to the 
doorsteps of anthropolog ists i n  the u rban- industr ia l  North .  In short ,  u nt i l  
t he  i nvest i gat ion  o f  soc ia l  structu ra l  changes on  Boas's t hought a re 
b ro u g ht to bear, there w i l l  be l itt le  understand ing  of the complex ity of the 
paradoxes of th is  t rans i t iona l  f ig u re 's thought .  
I t  shou ld  be noted that the den ia l  of an existence of  a paradox in  
Boas's thought on  Af r ican Ame ricans is  p resent i n  E lazar Barkan's The 
Retreat of Scientific Racism: Changing Concepts of Race in Britain and 
the United States Between the World Wars. Arg u i n g  (erroneous ly) that 
Boas was a rac ial  egal itarian whose "pol it ical bel iefs" were more sal ient 
than "scientif ic commitments , "  Barkan constructed a nonsensical arg ument 
when he wrote i n  1 992: "Boas was no racist , but he d id ref lect the values of 
h i s  soc i ety." 1 o  F u rt h e r  i nvest i g at i on  i nto Boas 's wr it i n g s  o n  Af r i can  
Ame ricans would have revealed the  tens ion i n  Boas's writ ing between h is  
l i fe- l o n g  b e l i ef i n  i n h e re nt rac ia l  d i ffe re nces and  h is  co m m it m e n t  to 
c u l t u ra l  exp lanat ions  of h u ma n  behav i o r, t he  te n s i o n  betwe e n  h i s  
p o l i t i ca l  be l iefs and  sc ien t i f i c  comm i tme nts , and  t h a t  betwe e n  t h e  
s c i e n c e  o f  p h y s i c a l  an th ropology a n d  h is  l i beral  va lues .  P ut anothe r  
way, a l t ho u g h  Boas  ce rta i n ly b e l i eved t hat Afr ican Amer icans  had  a 
d efect ive ancest ry as a res u lt of the i r  smal le r  cran ia l  cavit ies ,  wh ich  he 
be l i eved we re seria l ly  i nferio r  to E u ro-Ame ricans , he d i d  not th i n k  that i t  
should be used as an excuse for excl ud ing them from partaki ng as much 
as the i r  capacity a l lowed i n  the commun ity or nat ion-state as i nd iv iduals .  
I ndeed,  as I w i l l  argue i n  the second chapter, Boas-albeit to a lesser 
extent than most scholars of the period-was a prisoner of h is  t imes.  
- 1 1 -
S ince the 1 960s scho lars o f  race a n d  race re lat ions have been 
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engaged i n  two maj o r  debates i n  refe rence to Robert E .  Park's theor ies .  
The f i rst debate centers o n  whether Park was a p roponent  of  rac ia l  
determ in i sm ;  wh i l e  t he  second cente rs a round  whether  Park  was an  
advocate o f  ass i m i lat io n .  S i nce Park  was not a systemat ic t h i n ke r, these 
debates have been marred by the subjective val uat ions of the various  
adversar ies .  
Although  there ex ists a consensus among scho lars that Park 
was one of the f i rst soc ia l  sc ient ists to subord i nate rac ia l  determ i n ist 
explanat ions of h u ma n  behavior  to socia l  and/o r cu ltu ra l  ones ,  it shou ld  
be noted that i n  1 9 1 8  Park  penned the concept o f  " rac ia l  temperaments , "  
wh ich  reads as fo l l ows : "Everywhere and  always the Negro has  been 
i nte rested rather  in express ion  than i n  act io n ;  i nterested i n  l ife i tse l f  than 
i n  i ts  reconstruct ion o r  reformat ion .  The Negro is ,  by natu ral d isposit ion ,  
neither an inte l lectua l  nor  ideal ist l i ke the Jew, nor  a b rood ing  i nt rospective 
l i ke the East I nd ian ,  nor  a p ioneer and front iersman l i ke the Ang lo-Saxon .  
He i s  primari ly an artist ,  lov ing  l ife for its own sake . H is met ier is exp ression 
rather than act ion .  The Negro is ,  so to speak, the lady among the races." 1 1 
The late Ra lph  E l l ison ,  and the soc io log ist ,  John  H .  Stanf ie ld , I I ,  
have b randed Park's concept of " racia l  temperaments" as racist .  Stanfie ld ,  
fo r  example ,  argued persuas ive ly i n  1 985 that ,  "b io log ical  determ in i sm 
was apparent i n  h i s  [Park's] concept o f  ' rac ia l  temperaments,' wh ich  he 
be l ieved was the facto r beh i nd  the so-ca l led cu l tu ra l  un iqueness among 
blacks . " 1 2  O n  the othe r  hand ,  scho lars such as Morr is Janowitz,  Cesar 
G rana,  and , most recent ly, Barbara Bal l is  Lal , have sought to excuse or 
justify Park's usage of the concept of " rac ia l  temperament ." In 1 990 ,  in 
her  The Romance of Culture in an Urban Civilization: Robert E. Park on 
Race and Ethnic Relations in the Cities, Barbara Bal l i s  Lal soug ht to 
coun te r  the  arg u m e nts  of E l l i son  and  Stanf i e l d .  " Park , "  La l  dec lared 
unequ ivocal ly, "rejected Socia l  Darwin ism,  a l l  i ts  imp l icat ions regard ing  the 
bio log ical bas is of cu l tura l  d ifferences and i ts bel ief that racial  stratif icat ion 
reflected a ' n at i ona l  o rde r' of se lect i on  and f i t ness ." Fu rt h e r m o re ,  Lal 
be l ieves Park's "emphas is  upon race re lat ions ,  rather  than the a l leged 
hered itary att r ibutes of races,  . . .  suggests that the i nf l uence he acco rded 
to racia l  temperaments was very l i m ited . " 1 3  
I n  1 99 2 ,  Sta nfo rd M .  Lym a n ,  who has t reated t h e  co ncept  i n  
" re lat i o n  to h is l a rg e r  d i scuss i o n  of ass i m i la t ion  and  t h e  p ro b l e m s  
atte n d i n g  the  m o d e r n  c i v i l i zat i o n a l  p roces s , "  attempted to reso l ve 
t h e  d ebate and  has stated :  " . . .  what Park see ms to have been  d o i n g  
i n  h i s  i nvocat ion of a racia l  temperament i s  attempti ng t o  respecify, i n  as 
exact a way his knowledge and observation wou ld a l low, precisely what 
amount of the Negro 's character and personal ity was b io log ical i n  o ri g i n ,  
what amount a su rvival o f  African cu l ture ,  and  what amount a p rod uct of 
accu l turat ion i n  America. Furthermore, Park sought to get at the effects 
that the i ntemal izat ion of th is  tr ipartite and emergent compound of const i­
tut ional e lements, cu l tural su rvivals ,  accu ltu rative adaptat ions wou ld have 
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on the i ncorporation of African Americans i nto an ever modern iz i n g  U n ited 
State of Amer ica . 1 4  Neverthe less ,  Lyman admits that ,  " in the end ,  the 
p recise we ight that shou ld  be ass igned ,  respect ively to hered ita ry and 
accu l tu rat ive facto rs e l uded Park. " 1 5  
My read i ng  o f  Park suggests,  however, that a t  that j unctu re i n  
h i s  career  he be l ieved that there was a fundamental he red i tary bas is 
for the African Americans' racial  temperament, and that the temperament 
was an obstacle to ass im i lat ion .  L ike Franz Boas , Park was a transit ional 
f igu re ,  caught between rac ial determ in ist ic thought and the trend towards 
i n i t i at i n g  a c u l t u ra l  and  soc ia l  determ i n i s m ,  whose t h o u g h t  on the  
c h a racte r and  capab i l i t ies  of Af r ican Ame r icans and  the  n at u re o f  
p rej ud ice  was  u neve n .  Pete r K iv i sto , i n  refe re nce to d ef ic i e nc ies  i n  
P rofesso r La l 's work  has  s um med up  the matte r q u ite apt ly when  he 
w rote in  1 992 :  " I nd i cat ive of t h e  fact t h at t h e  b reak [Park's] was not  
e n t i re l y  a m b i g uous  was h is  occas iona l  re lapse to t h e  l a n g u ag e  of 
i nst incts as wel l  as h is unfortunate characterizat ion of African Americans 
as 'the lady among races' '' . 1 6  
- 1 1 1 -
The second debate s u rro u n d i n g  Park's theor ies  ce nte rs o n  
whether  he  was a n  advocate o f  ass i m i lat i on .  I t  s h o u l d  b e  noted that 
h i sto r i ans  and  h isto r ica l ly  m i nded  soc ia l  sc ien t i sts of Amer ican race 
re l at i o n s  v i rt ua l l y  i g n o red Park's co ncept of a b i rac ia l  o rgan i zat i o n  of 
society-despite the fact that the concept was central to h is explanat ion of 
B lack-white re lat ions for ove r twenty f ive years .  Perhaps most post­
Myrda l ian  scho lars of race re lat ions  concu rred in E. Frank l i n  Fraz ie r's 
c r i t ic i sm of the concept wh ich he stated in 1 947. The theory of a b i rac ia l  
o rgan izat ion  of society, Fraz ie r  argued persuas ive ly, was a "stat ic theory 
of race re lat ions .  H is  theory not o n ly conta ined the fata l i sm i nhe rent i n  
S u m n e r's concept o f  mores.  H i s  theory was o r i g i na l ly  based upon the 
assu mptio n  that the races cou ld  not m ix  and m i n g le freely." 1 7  
I ron ica l ly, i n  1 98 1  R .  Fred Wacke r pub l ished a sma l l  vo l ume 
that a rg ued Park's b i rac ia l  theory o f  wh ite-B lack re lat ions was h is true 
theory of wh ite-B lack re lat ions .  Seeki ng  to educate the revis ion ists of 
the 1 960s who bel ieved soc ia l  sc ient ists such as Park "thought that a l l  
g roups wou ld  shed the i r  d ist i nct ive cu l tures and  become WASPs," Wacker 
dec lared unequ ivocal ly :  "My study of the ideas and att i tudes of Robe rt 
Pa rk leads me to conc l ude  t h at h e  d i d  no t  be l ieve a l l  m i n o r i ty g ro u ps 
i n  Ame r ica wo u l d  be ass i m i l ated ." I n  refe re nce to Park's theory of a 
" b i rac ia l  o rgan izat io n ," Wacke r  a rg u e s  t h at Park "d id  not pred ict the 
o utcome of conf l i ct and compet it i o n ." 1 8  Wacke r  be l i eves Park was a 
p l u ra l is t .  He  p rese nts an arg u ment  wh ich  states that Pa rk, l i ke Ho race 
Kal len ,  was focusing on "g roups and g roup needs" and thereby rejecting  
"the ind iv idual ist ic perspective of  most social  sc ient ists . "  Furthermore, 
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Wacker states u nequ ivocal ly  that Park saw "the r ise and revita l izat ion of 
ethn i c  and rac ia l  consc iousness as a natural  response to p rej ud ice and 
domi nat i on . "  In  other  words ,  for Park " rac ia l  consc iousness was part of  
a movement toward mental hea lth " . 1 9  
U n l i ke Wacke r, t h e  h i sto r ica l l y- m i nded  soc io log is t ,  J o h n  H .  
Stanf ie ld , I I ,  has made a compel l i ng  case for the val id ity of the t rad it ional 
labe l i ng  of Park as an ass im i lat ion ist .  Taki ng Wacker's v iew of Park as an 
advocate of the i nt rins ic worth of Black consciousness to task,  Stanf ie ld in 
Philanthropy and Jim Crow in American Social Science, in 1 985, stated 
pers u as ive ly  that :  "S i nce Park  p res u me d  t h e  ass i m i l at i o n  of phys i ­
c a l l y  d i ss i m i l a r  g ro u p s  w a s  p rob le mat i c  y e t  i nev i ta b l e ,  i t  fo l l owed that 
seg regated b l ac k  c o m m u n i t i e s  we re necess a r i l y  t e m p o ra ry, a n d ,  
t h e refo re , t hat race consc ious ness  was a l s o  te m p o ra ry." Stan f i e l d  i s  
c r i t i ca l  o f  Park's v iew o f  race consc iousness a s  a temporary response 
to oppression-insofar as Park "d id not cons ider  the normal ity of race 
consc iousness,  in dom inant as we l l  as in subo rd i nate popu lat ions .  S i nce 
Park d i d  not co n s i d e r  race consc i o u s n ess as a fo rm of e nc u l t u rat i o n  
i n  a rac ia l l y  s t rat i f i ed  soc i ety," Stanf i e l d  c o n c l u d e s  t h at Pa rk n o t  o n ly 
"ushered i nto socio log ical l iteratu re an a-cu ltu ral and an a-soc i o l og ica l  
concept i o n  of race consc ious ness"  and ,  "set the stage for  succeed ing  
generations of  soc io log ists to view b lack race consciousness negatively 
as a product of antagon ist ic  re lat ions with wh ites , wh ich  mater ia l ized 
th rough  conscious wh ite rac ism and the format ion of g h ettos . "2o 
Stanf i e l d 's c r i t i c i sms of Park ,  as he c lear ly  recogn izes , a re 
ah istor ical and thus  l eave u nanswered the quest ion of whether  Park 
dese rves a p lace among the pantheon of key f i gu res i n  the d iscuss ion of 
cond i t ion and dest i ny of Afr ican Ame ricans .  A work which avo ids the 
debu n ki n g  that characte rizes Stanf ie ld 's work is the revised edit ion of 
J o h n  H i g ham 's Send These to Me. In a m o n u me nta l  essay, ent i t l ed  
"Eth n ic P l u ra l i s m  i n  Ame r ican T h o u g ht ," the d ist i n g u ished social  and 
i ntel lectua l  has  resto red Park  to h i s  r ig htfu l  h isto r ical p lace i n  the h istory 
of race re lat ions experts. Reconc i l i n g  the debate between  Wacker and 
Stanf ie ld ,  H igham has demonst rated that Robe rt Ezra Park made two 
mod i f icat i ons  i n  t h e  "c lass i c  Ame r ican i dea l  of ass i m i l at i o n " :  F i rst ,  
Park exte nded  the  idea l  "to i nc l u d e  N e g roes , as wel l  as i m m i g rants ;  
seco n d ,  h e  g ave i t  [th e  concept of ass i m i l at i on ]  a n  i n te rnat i ona l  and  
fu l l y  i nte rrac ia l  fo rm u l at i o n ;  h e  a l so  i ncorporated w i th i n  i t  a q u as i ­
p l u ra l i st i c  app rec iat i o n . "  I n  s h o rt ,  " P a rk i n te rp reted t h e  p ro b l e m s  o f  a 
m u l t i et h n i c  soc i ety," H i g ha m  co r rect l y  conc l udes ,  " i n  a way that took 
account of  p lu ra l ist as wel l  as assi mi lat ion ist c la ims." Park 's  b road i nte r­
n at i o n a l  v i s i o n ,  H igham poi nts out ,  was not appl ied by his successors .  
I g n o r i n g  t he  Boas i a n  M e l v i l l e  J .  H e rs kov i ts 's e m p h as i s  o n  Af r ican 
retent ions i n  the Af r ican Ame rican popu lat io n ,  and re ly i n g  i nstead on  E .  
Fra n k l i n  Fraz ie r 'S j u d g ments ,  H i g h a m  a rg ues  that  G u n n a r  Myrd a l 's 
An American Dilemma re p rese nted the  re n at i o n a l i zat i o n  of Park 's 
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i n te rnat i o n a l  "me l t i n g  pot . "2 1  
I n  1 987 Stow Persons q u a l i f i ed  the  a rg u me nts of  Stanf i e l d  
a n d  H i g ha m  and  s u g gested t h a t  P a r k  stru g g led  w i th  "the  p ro b l e m  o f  
ass i m i l at i o n  as we l l  as h i s  g row i n g  d o u bts a b o u t  i t s  i n ev i tab i l i ty . . . .  " 
Towards t h e  e n d  of h i s  l i fe , Pe rsons  noted t h at Park  b e l i eved tha t ,  
" the pote n t ia l i t i es  of  a rat i ona l  a n d  h u mane o rd e r  cou l d  be rea l i zed  
on ly  i f  peop le  become t h o ro u g h ly fam i l i a r  wi th  one  anothe r's c h a rac­
ter is t ics a n d  p rob lems  . . . .  Park knew t h at any such ach ieve ment  was 
re mote ."22 M o re recent ly, soc io l og i sts ,  such as James B .  M c Kee a n d  
Stanfo rd M .  Lyman h ave a l so  noted Park's d o u bts a b o u t  i n ev i tab i l i ty 
of  ass i m i la t ion  in the near fut u re in one of h is last papers in 1 943 .  
McKee has stressed the  idea that "Park gave to  h is fe l low socio log ists an 
image of a racial  futu re marked by mi l itant act ion ,  confl ict, and poss ib le 
v io lence,  instead of one of  g radua l ,  peacefu l  change lead i n g  to i nc reased 
to l e rance  a n d  soc ia l  acceptance ."23 For  Lyman ,  Park 's  late r works 
i n d icated t h at ,  t he  st ru g g l e  [between races] was " i nev i tab le  eve n i f  
i ts o utco me was less certa i n . "24 
Most scho lars i nvolved in the d i scou rse on Robert Ezra Park, i n  
sho rt ,  t reat h i s  t h o u g h t  a s  i f  i t  were stat ic .  I n  m y  research o n  Park's 
theories I have found  that they evolved d u ri ng  his long  l i feti me .  D u ri n g  
the yea rs between 1 905 a n d  1 9 1 3 , he both contr ibuted to Booke r  T. 
Was h i n gton 's myths i n  refe rence to race and race re lat ions ,  wh i l e  a lso 
recontextua l iz ing and un iversal iz ing scientific racist data concern ing  the 
socioeconomic status of B lacks. Later, d u ring h is tenure at the U n iversity 
of C h i cago ,  f rom 1 9 1 3  u n t i l  1 932 , Park  occas i o n a l l y  re lapsed i nto 
reversals and t ransvaluations;  but ,  perce iving the inf luences of  Franz Boas 
and the G reat M ig ration ,  cont inued to recontextual ize his analyses of race, 
p rej ud ice,  and race re lat ions .  F ina l ly, d u ri ng  the years 1 937 to 1 943, 
due to the obv ious i mpact of the evidence of Black p rog ress and h i s  
t rave ls abroad , Park adopted an "alte rnative ideology"-defi ned by  Nancy 
Leys Stepan and Sande r L .  G i l man as a " rad ica l ly d iffe rent wo r ld v iew, 
w i t h  d iffe rent  p e rcept ions  of rea l i ty goa ls  and po i nts of refe re nce ."25 
The h ows and whys of Park's t rans i t ion f rom the pe rspective of Afr ican 
Americans as a h o mogeneous  race to a pe rspect i ve in wh i ch  o ne 's 
rac i a l  stat u s  a n d  c lass a re s u pposed to be i n c re as i n g l y  confused , 
w i l l  e n a b l e  u s ,  i n  s h o rt ,  to u n d e rstand why c u r ren t  d e bates o n  these  
i s s u e s  ass u me such vo lat i l i ty. 
- I V-
What H i g ham ca l ls  "the ideat iona l  app roach to socia l  issues" 
began to dominate the social sc iences with the pub l icat ion of Myrda l 's 
work i n  1 944. The how and whys of th is  occu rrence are the subject of 
Walte r A. Jackson 's Gunnar Myrdal and America's Conscience: Social 
Engineering and Racial Liberalism, 1 938-87 ( 1 99 1 ) .  Arg u i n g  that "An 
1 84 
Williams - Race Relations Social Science 
American oi/emma . . .  emerged fro m  a complex process of i nte ract ion  
between th is  pol i t ical ly m inded inte l lectual  and a foundat ion ,  a commun ity 
of American soc ial  scient ists, b roaden cu rrents of socia l ,  of pol it ical social , 
and economic change," Jackson t races Myrda l 's l i fe from h is  youth i n  
Dalarna ,  Swede n ,  to h i s  death  i n  1 987 .  I t  i s  Jackson 's arg u me nt that 
Myrda l 's commitment to social e n g ineer i ng  and moral  refo rm g rew out 
of the egal itarian ism and moral val ues of h is  ch i ldhood and h is  fasc i nat ion 
with the rat ional ism of the En l i ghten ment .  Jackson notes, however, that 
"there remained in h is  thought a tension between his commitment to equal ity 
and h is i nfatuat ion with an e l it ist concept ion of social eng i neeri ng . "  I n  short,  
when Myrda l  arr ived in the U n i ted States in 1 938 ,  he " b ro u g ht a con ­
cept i o n  of soc ia l  sc ience  as a p rocess o f  m o ra l  i n q u i ry and  a be l ief  
t hat soc ia l  eng i neer ing" was the pr imary goal of the social sc iences .26 
The Carneg ie Corporat io n ,  wh ich chose Myrda l  to cond uct An 
American oi/emma, took the i n i t iat ive of race re lat ions research away 
from the American socia l  sc ient ists who were writ i ng  fo r smal l  aud iences , 
and p laced it i n  the hands of a "pragmat ic p rob lem solve r  who prom ised 
to come up  with a fresh approach i n  a book aimed at a b road aud ience 
of educated Amer icans."27 Thro u g h  the coopt ion  of centrist ,  l i be ral , and 
rad ical social  sc ient ists ,  Myrda l  c reated a consensus beh ind  a l i beral  
analys is of race re lat ions i n  Amer ica.  
Du ri n g  h i s  t rave ls  in the South and the Northern u rban ghettos ,  
Myrda l  wi tnessed a d e g ree of pove rty and  s uffe r i n g  a m o n g  B l acks 
that h e  had not  seen  befo re .  Yet he also heard many wh ite Americans 
profess a des i re to do so meth i n g  about  those c o n d i t i o n s .  F u rt h e r­
m o re ,  the  mora l  ea rnestness a n d  o pt i m i s m  that Myrda l  t h o u g ht he  
saw i n  most wh i te Ame r icans was l ack i n g  i n  mos t  E u ropea n s .  Th i s  
led  Myrda l  to cha l l enge  wh ite Amer icans  to l ive u p  to t he i r  i dea ls .  
E n co u raged by  the  New Deal , Myrda l  p red icted erroneous ly the recon­
c i l iat ion between Ame rican idea ls  and p ract ice.  I g n o r i n g  the  work of 
Af r i can  Ame r i can  scho la rs such  as D u Bo i s ,  Woodso n ,  Char les S .  
Joh nson a n d  wh ite scho lars s u c h  a s  Herskovits , who had made t h e  case 
for the strength of B lack cu l tu re ,  Myrda l  adopted Fraz ie r's and Bu nche's 
position that African American cul ture was pathological. 
An American oi/emma captu red the  attent ion  of many wh ite 
Americans on  the issue of race re lat ions and educated them on  the 
p ro b l e m  of rac ia l  d i sc r i m i n at i o n .  F u rt h e rm o re ,  t he  work i nf l ue nced 
po l i t i ca l  l eaders ,  j udges ,  and c iv i l  r ights act iv ists ,  and although  Myrda l 's 
ideas we re d u rab le  for  twenty years ,  Jackson po i nts out  co rrect ly  that 
he  offe red "few g u i d e l i nes fo r the next p hase of the b lack strugg le  from 
the passage of the 1 964 C iv i l  R i g hts Act and 1 965 Vot i ng  R i g hts Act ."28 
I have a ser ious rese rvat ion  about Jackson 's sp lend id  work .  By 
e m p h a s i z i n g  the i mp o rtance of Af r i can  Ame r ican c u l t u re ,  he seems 
to s u g gest  that a m o n o l i t h i c  c u l t u re d ete rm i n es the  behav i o r  o f  i t s  
m e m b e rs .  I t  s h o u l d  be n ote d ,  h oweve r, t h at a m o n o l i t h i c  Af r i can  
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A m e rican  c u l t u re does  not ex ist  and  pe rhaps never  ex i sted . D iv i ded  
by re g i o n a l , re l i g i o u s ,  occupat i ona l  and  c l ass l i n e s ,  t h e  ex i s tence  of 
Af r ican American cu l tures perhaps expla ins why at this h istor ical j uncture ,  
as H a ro l d  C ruse  po i nted out  i n  the  1 960s ,  i t  i s  necessary to c reate a 
c u lt u ra l  n at i o n a l i s m  that wo u l d  u n ify the  Af r ican Ame r ican g ro u p s .  
D e s p i t e  Jackson 's ca l l  fo r g iv ing  attent ion t o  Af r ican American c u ltu re ,  
Myrda l  was certa in ly  correct on  some issues.  As  the last twe lve yea rs 
bear out that B lack standards such as fami ly, i ncomes, nutr it ion ,  hous ing ,  
health ,  and  educat ion-as Myrdal correctly pOinted out-were dependent 
upon opportun it ies i n  employment .  For most B lacks , the oppo rtun i t ies i n  
e m p loyment i n  the  new serv ice eco n o my a re seve re l y  l i m i ted ,  due  
p ri mar i ly  to both h isto r ical deprivat ion  and p resent-day d iscr i m i nat i on .  
G iven the  pers istence o f  rac ism-albe i t  uneven-i n the U n ited States ,  
i t  seems not h i n g  short of  both a redistribution of wealth and  an ac­
companying revitalization of the African American cu l tures,  can resolve 
satisfactori ly the h istorical contrad ict ion between ideals and p ractices . 
-v-
It shou ld  be noted that scho lars i n  the h i story of soc ia l  sc ience 
of race re l at i ons  have d rawn o n  the  f i e l d  of Af r ican Ame r ican  h i sto ry 
i n  a n  atte mpt  to c reate t ru ly  ecumen ica l  myths .  T h i s  i nt e rest  i n  t he  
p i o n e e ri n g  s tude nts o f  race and  race re l at i ons  has res u l ted i n  t he  
res u rrect ion  of an ear ly Afr ican Amer ican soc io log ist who was  i nvo lved 
in d e bates at the t u r n  of the centu ry :  M o n roe  Nathan Wo rk .  He is t h e  
s u bject o f  L inda O. McMu rray's Recorder of the Black Experience. Wo rk's 
contribut ions to scholarsh ip and B lack up l ift were substant ia l .  H is b ienn ia l ,  
The Negro Year Book, A Bibliography of the Negro in Africa and America, 
a n d  h i s  ear ly  sc h o l a r ly  and popu la r  a rt i c l es  expressed " h i s  d es i re to 
e l i m i nate ou tmoded wh ite prejud ice and to i nsp i re b lack  conf idence . "  
Wo rk was a l s o  an act iv ist .  He estab l ished a Nat iona l  Negro H ealth Week,  
and publ ished the Tuskegee Lynching Report, which conta ined stat istics 
that were d istr ibuted to hundreds of newspapers .  Furthermore, he actively 
sought to increase the number of Black reg istered vote rs i n  Macon County. 
Fo r McM u rray, however, Work's h istor ical  s i gn if icance does not stem 
from his act iv ism or his scholarsh ip .  Rather  she v iews h i m  as i mportant 
because of the i ns i ghts "his l ife provides i nto the age in wh ich he l ived" .  
I ndeed ,  Wo rk was rep resentative of Afro-Ame r ican scho lars who we re 
"forced to become ' race men '  i n  the face of the fai l u res of wh ite scho l ­
a rs h ip ." Fo r Southern B lacks , McMu rray t h i n ks persons such as Wo rk 
"are part of the rock f rom which the c iv i l r ig hts movement was hewn" .29 
A l tho u g h  Recorder of the Black Experience i s  a s i g n i f icant  
wo rk ,  I d i s a g ree w i th  M c M u rray 's assessment  of Wo rk's scho la rs h i p .  
W h i l e  i t  i s  t rue  that h i s  scho la r ly a rt i c les  we re c o n c i s e  a n d  seemed 
"a l most devo i d  of i nte rpretat i on , "  i t  shou ld  be re membered that w i th i n  
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t he  context of t u rn  of the  cen tu ry soc i o l og y, h i s  wo rks we re s u pposed 
to be "scientif ic" attempts to underm ine  rac ism .  L ike DuBo is ,  R .  R .  Wr ight ,  
J r. ,  George E .  Haynes, and Kel ly M i l le r, Work be l ieved it was a necess ity 
t hat h is d i sc i p l i n e  shed  i ts  t i es  to m o ra l  p h i l osophy  and  p resent  an 
"obj ect ive" p ictu re of soc iety .  Of course recent  students of the soc io l ­
ogy of  knowledge have shown that val ues imp inge on  a l l  aspects o f  the  
soc ia l  sc ient i f ic enterpr ise .  St i l l ,  Wo rk's i ns istence on  attempti ng  to write 
sc ient i f ic soc io logy was a necessary attack on  those wh ite scho lars 
and commentato rs who approached the  study of B lacks as if the issues 
were c lear  cut-as if  deta i led  stat ist ica l  stud ies we re not pre requ is i te 
for the i r  b road conc lus ions .  
The exasperat ion o f  scholars l i ke McMurray with B lack scholars '  
empi r icism perhaps could not have been avoided i n  1 985. As a conse­
quence, scho la rs of the h isto ry and race re l at ions  soc ia l  sc ience shou ld  
be  deeply indebted to  Jeffrey C. Stewart for uncover ing and  meticu lously 
reconst ruct i n g  in 1 992 a se r ies of extant  lectu res by the p h i l osopher  
bette r known fo r  h is  later contribut ions to  the  Har lem Renaissance than 
h is  social scientif ic theor iz ing :  A la in LeRoy Locke . Entit led Race Contacts 
and Interracial Relations: Lectures on the Theory and Practice of Race, 
the book is an invaluable source on the thought of an African American 
inte l l ectua l  on t h e  s u bject of t h e  n at u re of race re l at i ons  d u ri n g  the 
P ro g ress ive E ra and on i ts  re lat ionsh ip  to eth n ic and c lass re lat ions as 
we l l .  U n l i ke the emp i r ic ist Work,  Locke was a theoret ic ian .  So fecund  
are these lectu res w i th  i ns i ghts and hypotheses wh ich deserve fu rther  
i nvest igat ion and ana lys is  that it wou l d  req u i re a wo rk of equa l  length to 
do just ice to th is  co l lect ion of lectu res .  As a consequence,  I w i l l  focus 
o n ly on Locke's t reatment of race p rej u d ice and race re lat ions .  
Prob le matical fo r most recent scho lars ,  and an i nd icato r that he 
was indeed a pr isoner of h is  t imes, is Locke's analysis of  racial  prejud ice. 
Be l iev i ng  that s i nce anc ient  t imes rac ia l  p rejud ice had bee n "automatic 
and i nst i nctive , "  it i s  not s u rpr is i ng  that Locke held what the Swed ish 
po l i t ical econom ist G u nnar  Myrda l  ca l led a " la issez-fa i re ,  do-noth ing"  
approach i n  reference to  the  potency of  the law i n  chang ing  race re lat ions 
in  estab l i sh i ng  a modus vivend i  betwee n  conf l ict i ng  racia l  g roups .  ( I t  
shou ld be noted that Locke's works were i nf l uenced s i gn if icant ly by the 
theories of  Robert Ezra Park . )  " I t  wou l d  seem, "  Locke re marked , "that in  
the majo rity of  i nstances,  a l most as there is  any recogn it ion  o r  sense of 
a d iffe rence, the law spr ings up to he lp  conf i rm i t  and perpetuate [the 
d iffe rence]" .  Written i n  the per iod when the Supreme Cou rt's dec is ion i n  
Plessy v. Ferguson h a d  leg it i m ized J i m  C row, Locke conc l uded on a 
fata l ist ic note that :  "One of the saddest phenomena with wh ich the study 
of society can concern us is the way i n  which every legal , every customary, 
p rescr ipt ion  accentuates and perpetuates d iffe rences [and) hand icaps 
which wou ld  perhaps pass off as temporary acc idents if they did not 
have the sanct ion  and the perpetuat ion  of the lega l  o r  the customary 
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fo rms .  [Th i s  is the]  stereotype function of the law. 30 I n  refe rence to the 
relat ionsh ip  of race re lat ions to c lass re lat ions ,  Locke arg ued :  " Race 
issues are only very v i ru lent forms of class issues, because as they can be 
bro ken  up i nto c lass issues they become poss ib le of so lut ion i n  society.3 1  
Furthermore, he perce ived a s im i larity between race re lat ions and eth n ic 
re lat ions .  For  Locke , the re lat ions that existed between dom i nant and 
m i n o rity g roups i n  E u rope,  wh ich were separated not by sk in  co lo r  but 
rathe r  by speech d ia lects , customs , and re l ig ious fait h ,  were the bas is  
for  g rou p  dom inat ion  and exp lo itat ion .  I t  shou ld  be noted that  those of 
us wi th  h i sto r ical  h i nds ight  m ight d isagree with Locke's enjo i n i ng on race 
and eth n ic i ty, but there is  no doubt that h i s  v iews wh ich were b rought 
fo rth  i n  1 9 1 6  are worthy of ser ious cons ideration .  
I n  short ,  t he  contr ibut ions o f  McMu rray and  Stewart are the types 
of book length stud ies that Af r ican American h i sto ry can bequeath to the 
s u bf ie ld  of  the h i story of  race re lat ions soc ia l  sc ience.  What is  needed at 
th is  j unctu re are new i nterpretat ions of W. E .B .  DuBois's At lanta U n iversity 
p u b l i cat i o n s  and  of A l a i n  LeRoy Locke's fo rays i nto s oc i o l ogy a n d  
a nt h ropo logy before t h e  1 920s ; a n d  stud ies o f  George E d m u n d  Haynes,  
R ichard R.  Wr ig ht ,  J r. ,  and Ke l ly M i l l e r  as p ioneers i n  the ear ly per iod of 
p rofe s s i o n a l  soc io l ogy. I t  s h o u l d  be noted a l so  that the pe r iod  f ro m  
1 92 0  u nt i l  1 930 i s  a l so  terra incognito i n  reference to African American 
part i c i pat i on  in the newly emerg ing  social sciences. "By the ear ly 1 920s , "  
Stanf ie ld  wrote i n  1 985 ,  "the re was a not iceable void i n  the p rod uct ion  of  
q ual ity scholarsh ip  on the b lack experience re lat ing to  that done between 
the 1 890s and 1 9 1 0 ."32 I t  shou ld  be noted , howeve r, that popu lar  pub­
l icat i o n s  such as The Crisis and  Opportunity: Journal of  Negro Life 
con ta i ned  d i s c u rs ive a rt ic les that we re p roducts of scho lars .  Rather  
than s i mp ly  d i sm iss the 1 920s as a "vo id , "  scho lars i n  the fut u re shou ld  
pay attent io n  to the popu lar  works of  Af r ican American psycho log ists , 
such  as H oward H .  Long ,  Joseph St.  C la i r  P rice , and H o race Mann  
Bond-espec ia l ly  the i r  re lat ionsh ip  to  the skeptical stance take n  by  Boas 
and his students v is-a-vis the mental testers who were in the heyday of 
the i r  i nf l uence on  the general  pub l i c .  
Un l i ke the  1 920s, the  social  scientif ic studies o f  African Americans 
pub l ished d u ring  the 1 930s and 1 940s have been subject to c lose scruti ny 
by scholars (such as Stanf ie ld ,  Persons ,  Jackson,  McKee, and myself) . 
The work of E .  Frank l i n  Fraz ie r  on the Afr ican Ame rican fam i ly  which 
has had pub l ic po l icy i mpl icat ions ,  is  a center of heated debate . In h i s  
t ime ly  b iography, E.  Franklin Frazier Reconsidered, Anthony M .  P latt , a 
p rofessor  of soc ia l  work at Cal ifo rn ia State U n ivers ity at Sac ramento ,  
has attempted to cha l lenge two contrad icto ry myths wh ich have been 
c reated by i nte l lectua ls  s i nce the d ist ingu ished Amer ican scho lar's death 
in 1 96 2 .  The f i rst  ta le ,  wh ich  accord i n g  to P l att ,  i s  to ld m a i n ly by 
p rog ress ives ,  "de r ives from h i s  posth umous assoc iat ion  with The Ne­
gro Family: The Case for National Action." The p rogress ives accept "at 
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face va l ue  the der is ive nom i nat ion  of F raz ie r  as father  of the M oyn i han  
Report ." The second ta le ,  to ld  mai n ly  by  respected academic ians ,  ra ises 
Fraz ie r  to "sa i nthood ." Its narrato rs " retu rn  to Fraz ie r's g rad uate trai n i ng  
i n  Ch icago bu t ,  u n l i ke h i s  detracto rs commemorate h im  as  a loyal and 
capable d isciple of Robert Park and other wh ite academics who were gen­
erous enough to rec ruit Afro-American students desp ite the prevalence of 
rac i sm i n  acad e m i a . "33 P l att d raws on n u m e rous  arc h iva l  so u rces ; 
memo r ies and f i les of Frazier's col leagues, acquaintances, and fr iends 
and the heretofore und isc losed FBI and Department of State f i les on 
Fraz ie r  to revea l  the comp lexity of and contrad ict ions i n  the soc io log ist's 
l i fe and work. P latt i nvites h i s  reade rs to cons ider  F raz ier  "as somebody 
who tr ied . . .  ' to p rov ide  answe rs to i m p o rtant  q uest i ons '  about t he  
pers i stence o f  rac i s m  and  soc ia l  i n e q u a l i ty."34 
Although P latt's work w i l l  not be cons idered the def in i t ive b iog­
raphy of  Fraz ie r, i t  i s  neve rthe less a work w i th  nu merous strengths .  
P latt is adept i n  dep ict i ng  some of the contradict ions that character ize 
the "Enfant Terr ib le 's" l i fe . Fo r examp le ,  he poi nts out that when Fraz ie r  
tu rned th i rty-fou r, both o f  h i s  parents and h i s  s iste r were dead ; Fraz ie r  
had cut  h imself off f rom h i s  b rother ;  and Fraz ie r's wife had "found  out  
that she cou ld  not bear  c h i l d re n . "  "E .  Frank l i n "  P latt conc ludes ,  "who 
devoted many years to studyi ng the Af ro-Ame rican fam i ly spent his own 
ad u l t l i fe outs i d e  the convent ions  of a t rad i t i ona l  or exte nded n uc lea r  
fam i ly. Pe rhaps h i s fat h e r's e m p h as i s  o n  the  i m po rtance of b e i n g  a 
se l f -made man a l so  stamped Edwa rd w i th  t he  cha racte r of a l o n e r, a 
p e r s o n  w h o  va l u e d  i n d e p e n d e n c e  a l m o s t  t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  
i s o l a t i o n ." 3 5 F u r t h e r m o re ,  F ra z i e r ,  w h o  c h a l l e n g e d M e l v i l l e  J .  
H e rs kov i ts '  t heme that West Af r ican customs "p layed a dec is ive ro l e  
i n  the  deve lopment  o f  Afro -Amer ican  c u l t u re" "c la imed that he  was of 
I bo descent  and  he  was ve ry p ro u d  of i t . "36 
Despite its f lashes of b ri l l iance ,  P latt's book w i l l  undoubted ly  
p rod uce controversy. F i rst , by anchori n g  Fraz ie r's pol i t ical ideo logy in  
the per iod between 1 922 and 1 927 ,  when Fraz ier  was d i rector of  the 
At lanta School of Socia l  Wo rk,  P latt turns Fraz ier  i nto a "m i l i tant race 
man."  I generally ass ociate the ph rase "race man" wi th pe rs ons suc h  as 
Marcus Garvey, E l ijah M u hammed ,  and the m idd le  period of Ma lco l m  
X's l ife , not with ref lect ive ,  i nteg ration ists l i ke Fraz ie r. Second ,  P latt's 
attempt to d isconnect Fraz ie r  from what Chares Valent ine labe ls  the 
"pejo rative trad it ion"  i n  the cu l tu re of poverty debate is u nconv inc i n g .  I t  
is my content ion that F raz ie r  cannot be v iewed as a post-modern man.  
The  p rod uct of t he  V i cto r ian  Age  and  born i nto a fam i ly w i th  a fat h e r  
who  was a stro n g  m a l e  ro le  mod e l ,  F raz i e r  s h o u l d  n o t  be v iewed a s  
a prog ressive on the issue o f  the extended nuclear fami ly. Furthermore ,  
P latt does  not  seem to comprehend the v ic iss i tudes o f  the decade i n  
wh ich  Fraz ie r's stud ies o f  Afro-Ame rican fam i l ies were written .  
T h e  1 930s were years o f  ext re me hards h i p  f o r  a vast maj o r-
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i ty of t h e  B lack  p o p u l at i o n ,  as we l l  as fo r  a la rge p ropo rt i o n  of t h e  
wh ite popu lat ion .  H isto rical deprivat ion ,  compounded by racism,  however, 
made t h e  eco n o m i c  v u l n e rab i l i ty of B lacks espec ia l l y  c h ro n i c .  As a 
m e m b e r  of t h e  e l i te  concerned w i th  soc ia l  p rob lems emanat i n g  f ro m  
t h e  eco n o m i c  c r i ses , Fraz i e r  sough t  a so l u t i on  t o  those  p ro b l e m s .  
H e  wanted to ass i st t he  vast majo r i ty o f  B lac ks i n  p e rseve r i n g  t h e  
eco n o m i c  c r i s i s  i n  o rd e r  t hat t hey co u l d  even tua l l y  escape pove rty. 
A l t h o u g h  h e  was na ive i n  be l i ev i ng  that t h e  escape f rom pove rty was 
o n l y  poss ib le  t h rough  the estab l i shment of strong  pat ria rcha l  fam i l i es , 
th i s  s h o u l d  not  det ract atte n t ion  f rom the  despe rate p l i g ht of B lack  
i n t e l l ectua l s  d u r i n g  t h i s  pe r iod . L i ke mos t  of t h e m ,  F raz i e r  p l aced t h e  
o n u s  of t h e  respo ns ib i l i ty f o r  b ri ng i ng  about concrete change on  B lacks 
themselves.  
The h istory of the social science of race relations has accompl ished 
at least one goal : I t  has ra ised the issue of race i n  general to a level of 
p r i m a ry concern  on the agenda in the f i e l d  of i n te l lect u a l  h i sto ry. A n d  
a l t h o u g h  t h i s  s u bf i e l d  i s  d o m i n ated by h i sto r ians  a n d  h i sto r i ca l l y  
m i nded  soc ia l  sc ient ists who have a b ias ,  that i s ,  persons w h o  i gno re 
that scho lars such as Boas , Park, and Myrdal cannot be d i sm issed so le ly 
as e i ther  pr isoners of the i r  t i mes o r  harb ingers of the futu re-they have 
at l east revea led  the comp lex i ty of the p rob lems  wi th  w h i c h  these  
soc ia l  sc ient ists we re confronted and  the  p rofu nd ity o f  the i r paradoxes .  
F u rthermore ,  although the  h istory o f  the  social science of  race re lat ions 
has a l o n g  way to g o  towards i nteg rati n g  the n u merous  h i sto r ica l l y  
s i g n i f i cant  Afr ican American socia l  sc ient ists i nto the i r  new f ie ld ,  i t  i s  
impo rtant t o  remember that t h e  work has beg u n .  I f  th is  t rend  cont i nues ,  
t h e  s u bf i e l d  w i l l  s o o n  reach i ts goa l  of  c reat i n g  t ru ly  e c u m e n ica l  
"myth i sto ry." 
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Writing the Oral Tradition: 
Leslie Marmon Sil ko's Storyteller 
Susan L. Rockwel l 
Arizona State University 
Schol ars of o ra l  t radi t ions h o l d  d i ffe r i n g  vi ews regard i n g  the 
v iab i l ity of transc r i b i n g  t h e  o ra l  to the written.  Th is  paper 
demonstrates t h at Les l i e  M a rm o n  S i l ko is transc ri b i n g ,  and 
thus p reservi n g ,  o ra l  c u l t u re of the N ative A m e rican i n  h e r  
book Storyteller. T h ro u g h  a c l ose read i n g  of t h e  poem "Aunt 
Sus ie  had c e rta in  p h rases , "  S i l ko 's  attempts to convert the 
ora l  to t h e  pr inted word without  l o s i n g  t h e  n u a nces and 
vital ity of the spoken word are analyzed.  The analysis reveals 
that the req u i re d  e l e m e n ts of a t ra d i t i o n a l  o r a l  p e rfo rmance 
( i . e . ,  o p e n i n g  a n d  c l o s i n g  narrative fram es,  verbal asides , 
repetit i o n ,  e m p h asis  on r i tual  a n d  trad it ions)  a re success­
f u l l y  converted by S i l ko to the w ritte n wo rd t h ro u g h  the use 
of contempora ry poetic convent ions. 
The emi nent scho lar  on o ra l i ty, Walte r O n g ,  wr i tes that "o ra l  
performance had been he ld  i n  h i g h  esteem and cu lt ivated with g reat 
ski l l "  by early cu l tu res,  but f inds that once writ i ng  systems were deve loped , 
the oral t rad it ion began to "d im in ish . " 1 E ric Havelock ag rees , c la iming that 
oral ity "ceases to be what it o rig ina l ly  was" once it is written down.2 E la ine 
Jahner  concu rs ,  stat i ng  that attempts "to adapt o ra l  . . .  to the written 
mode" are " l i mited . "3 Paul Zo lb rod a lso f i nds that " t rans lat i ng  an ora l  
l i teratu re i nto written E n g l is h  i s  . . .  p rob lematic . "4 However, i n  the book 
Storyteller, Les l i e  M a r m o n  captu res the o ra l  cu l tu re of the  N at ive 
Ame r ican i n  wr i tten  fo r m .  
T h e  o ral  perfo rmance o f  sto r ies a n d  s o n g s  is  a cu l tu ral method 
th ro u g h  which a com m u n ity reg u l ates the behav ior  of its members ,  
" st ructu re[s] a wor ld that i s  i nte l l i g i b le  to a peop le ,  i mbues the i r  act iv i t ies 
with shared p rinc ip les ,  and aff i rms the i r  commona l ity i n  a part icu lar, and 
common , sense . "5 Among Nat ive Americans ,  however, the o ral  t rad i t ion 
is  more than j ust a cu l tu ra l  baromete r. Nat ive scho lar  Pau la G u n n  A l len 
states that " the o ra l  t rad i t ion is  more than a reco rd of a peop le 's  cu l ture .  
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It i s  the c reative sou rce of the i r  co l lective and i nd iv idua l  selves . "6 M ichael  
Dorr is agrees , c la im ing  that "the ora l - l iterary t rad i t ion i s  a cornerstone of 
eve ry t r i ba l  soc iety. I t  i s  the ve h i c l e  t h ro u g h wh i ch  w i s d o m  i s  passed 
f rom one g e n e rat i o n  to the  n ext and  by wh ich sense i s  made of a 
confus ing world . " ? Addit ional ly, Pamela Cook M i l le r  states that "to i nsure 
the future su rvival of the tr ibe and the contin uance of its customs , "  t he  o ra l  
t rad i t i o n  p rov ides t he  i m p o rtant  knowled ge n e e d e d  by t h e  yo u ng . 8 
T h e  ro l e  of o ra l ity to the Nat ive Ame rican is one of s u rv iva l ,  not j ust an 
art ist ic act iv ity. 
W h e n  study i n g  Amer ican I nd i a n  o ra l  pe rfo r m a nce ,  h oweve r, 
o n e  mus t  kee p  i n  m i n d  the  d iffe re nces between  Weste r n  a n d  I nd i a n  
l i t e rat u re .  A l l e n  c l a i m s  that ,  
. . .  t rad i t iona l  American I n d ian l ite ratu re is  not s i m i la r  to 
weste rn l i teratu re because the bas ic  assu mpti on  about 
the u n iverse and,  therefore , the bas ic real ity experienced 
by tr ibal peoples and by Weste rn peoples are not the 
same , even at  the leve l  of fo lk lore . 9 
She adds that, un l i ke Western people, I nd ians "do not content themse lves 
with s imp le  p reachments of truth "  nor  do they use l iteratu re for " pu re 
se lf-express io n . " 1 o The pu rpose, then ,  of I nd ian  l i te ratu re is  
. . .  to e mbody, ar t ic u l ate ,  and  s h a re rea l i ty, to  b r i n g  
t h e  i s o l ate d ,  p r ivate se l f  i nto h a rmony  a n d  ba lance  
w i th  t h i s  rea l i ty, to ve rba l ize the  sense  of t h e  m aj esty 
and reverent mystery of  a l l  th ings ,  and to actual ize,  in  
l a n g u ag e ,  t hose t ru ths that g ive h u man ity i ts  g reatest 
s i g n i f i cance a n d  d i g n ity. 1 1  
I t  must a lso be u nderstood that Nat ive Ame r icans do  not have 
canon ical  l i te rary convent ions that are fam i l ia r  to the student  of Western 
l i te rat u re .  Nat ive Americans are more concerned with the content and 
context of the story than def i n i ng  i t  by a l iterary ge n re .  As A l len states ,  
" l i te racy as understood by modern Ame rica i s  not part icu lar ly usefu l  to 
t r iba l  peoples who were once able to s u rvive and prosper  wi thout it . " 1 2 
Modes of sto ryte l l i n g  i ntertwine i n  the tr iba l  cu l tu re because it has no 
specif ic ge n re .  Janet Larsen McHughes po i nts out that "wh i le we make 
a gener ic d ist inct ion between prose and poet ry, many cu l tu res do  not . " 1 3  
S i m i la rly, Zo lb rod makes n o  d ist inct ion with regard t o  tr iba l  l iteratu re ,  
genera l ly  refe rri ng  to i t  as poet ry when he  po i nts out  that "we he i rs of 
E u rope t h i n k  that poetry is the exc lus ive p rovince of write rs and the 
pr i nted word "  wh i l e ,  actua l ly, poet ry "fares bette r in o ra l  cu l tu res l i ke the 
Nat ive Americans' than i n  pr i nt-d riven ones l i ke ou rs . " 1 4 McH ughes adds 
that many poet ic devices are found i n  oral p rose,  i nc l ud i ng a decided 
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rhythm,  heightened (versus everyday) language, metaphorical express ion , 
st ructu ra l repet i t ive ness ,  m u s ica l  acco m p a n i men t ,  and  compress ion  
of express i o n . 1 5 
Aside f rom a l i tera ry genre wh ich may o r  may not be ascr ibed to 
t r iba l  l i te ratu re ,  Arthu r  Amiotte asks an important q u est ion ,  
Can what was o rig i na l ly  commun icated th rough  t h e  oral  
t rad it ion be converted to the pri nted word ,  without los ing 
the nuances and vita l ity of the spoken word ,  i n  l i g ht of 
the g rad ua l  pass i ng  of the o lde r  generat ion ? 1 6 
M i l l e r  argues fo r the need of record i n g  o ra l  t rad it ions , 1 7 but f inds that 
written ve rs ions are often "terse , u nbalanced , and without magic" 1 8and 
that many "e le ments of o ra l  sty le  a re de leted when the sto r ies a re 
pri nted . " 1 9 Joan Winter e laborates by c la i m i ng  that with the p ri nted word 
"on ly  f ragments of the ' myth ic  cyc le '  . . .  a re rea l ized . "20 Fu rther, Winter 
f inds that the "s ign if icance of the 'o ra l  event ' "  can be eas i ly  d ism issed 
because "the p ri nted page . . .  can be aborted at any t ime" wh i le  that 
cannot be done with an o ra l  perfo rmance.2 1 McHug hes d isag rees with 
these c r i t i cs and scho la rs ,  h oweve r, d u e  to h e r  content i on  t hat " i t is 
d i f f ic u l t  to separate o ra l  and w r i tten  poetry  . . .  because the two fo rms 
i n t e rsect . " 22 T h i s  i n t ro d u c e s  A l l e n ' s  t h e o ry of  N at i ve A m e r i c a n  
i nte rtextua l i ty, wh i ch  i s  bas ica l ly a re i te rat i o n  o f  t he  l ack  o f  g e n re 
d i scussed ear l i e r, c o m b i n ed w i th  t he  fact t hat t r i ba l  o ra l  and  wr i t ten 
l i teratu re cannot be so easi ly separated because they are both entrenched 
in a common c u l t u ra l  t rad i t io n . 23 
Les l ie Marmon S i l ko 's book Storyteller is an exce l lent example 
of th is  i ntersect i o n ,  or  i nte rtextua l i ty, of N at ive American o ra l  and  
w r i t ten l i te ratu re .  Fra n k  M ag i l l  states that w i th  reg a rd to Storyteller, 
" i t is damag i n g  to the book's un ity to separate the poet ry f rom the prose , 
the short sto ries from the myths ,  ta les 'spoken '  from those 'writte n ' . "24 
Mag i l l  a lso f inds that S i l ko 's sto ries "are most fundamental ly about the 
o ra l  t rad i t ion that constitutes the people 's  means of ach iev ing ident ity. "25 
With th i s  col l ection, Sil ko answers Am i otte's q uestion in the aff i rmative , 
fo r i n  Storyteller, she attempts to convert the o ral  to the p ri nted word 
without los ing  the n uances and vital ity of the  spoke n  wo rd .  
S i l ko says that s h e  sees Storyteller 
as a statement about sto ryte l l i n g  and the re lat ionsh ip  of 
t h e  peop l e ,  m y  fam i l y a n d  my backg ro u n d  t o  t h e  
sto ryte l l i ng  - a pe rsona l  statement d o n e  i n  t h e  sty le of 
the sto ryte l l i n g  t rad it io n ,  i . e . ,  us i ng  stor ies themse lves 
to exp la in  the d i mens ions of the p rocess .26 
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I n  th i s  co l lect ion ,  S i l ko p u rposely sets out to put  i nto written word the 
t rad it ion of o ra l  sto ryte l l i ng  wi th which she was raised and which conti nues 
to h ave a s t ro n g  i nf l u e nce on h e r  as a N at ive Ame r ican woman a n d  
auth o r. 
S i l ko g rew up  o n  the Laguna Pueb lo i n  New Mexico where she  
spent  most o f  he r  t ime as  a you ng ch i l d  w i th  her  Aunt  Sus ie  who,  as  
S i l ko te l l s  us i n  Storyteller, was a h igh ly  educated woman , a teacher, 
hav i ng  g rad uated from co l lege .  But even though Aunt Sus ie  " had come 
to be l ieve very much i n  books and i n  schoo l i ng , "  S i l ko says "she  was of 
a generat ion , the last generat ion here at Laguna ,  that passed down an 
ent i re cu l tu re by wo rd of  mouth . "27 Of the sto r ies to ld to he r  by her  a u nt ,  
S i l ko says " 1  re m e m b e r  on ly  a sma l l part , "  b ut Storyteller " i s  w h at I 
re m e m b e r. " 28 Because of her  combined love of t rad it iona l  sto r ies and 
the p r i n ted wo rd , S i l ko i s  ab le  to merge t h e  two d i spa rate l i t e ra ry 
p rocesses i nto a pr i nted rep resentat ion of a new way of sto ryte l l i n g .  
I t  is beyond t h e  scope o f  th is  paper t o  review t h e  e nt i re book;  
therefo re ,  i n  o rder  to demonstrate S i l ko 's ab i l ity in transcr i b i ng  the o ral  
t rad it io n  to the pr i nted word only one poem wi l l  receive a c lose read i n g .  
T h i s  p o e m  is  u nt i t led i n  t h e  text , b u t  i n  t h e  i ndex S i l ko ent i t les i t  "Aunt 
S u s i e  had c e rta i n  p h rases . "  I t  i s  an  appro p r iate exa m p l e  of S i l ko 's 
rep resentat i o n  of wr it i n g  t he  o ra l  t rad i t i on  because  it con ta i n s  t he  
e l e m e nts o f  a t rad it iona l  o ra l  performance and ,  yet, t h ro u g h  the use of 
poet ic techn iq ues ,  the e lements a re captu red in written fo rm . 
"Th i s  i s  t h e  way Au nt S us ie  to ld  a sto ry, " S i l ko states i n  t h e  
f i rst l i n e  of t he  poe m .  O n e  necessary e lement  o f  an o ra l  p e rfo rmance ,  
acco rd i n g  to M i l l e r, i s  an open ing  and c los ing  narrat ive f rame, 29 and 
Amiotte exp la ins that "Nat ive sto ryte l l e rs often preface a na rrat ion " w i th  
what cou ld  be t rans lated i n  E n g l ish  to  "phrases l i ke 'once upon a t ime '  or  
' l o n g ,  long ago ' . "30 S i l ko beg i n s  h e r  ta le  w i th  a p reface ,  or  o pe n i n g  
n a rrat i ve ,  that lets the aud ience know that a tale i s  about t o  b e  to l d :  
"Th is i s  t h e  way I remember / s h e  to ld t h i s  o n e  sto ry / about the  l it t le g i rl 
who  ran away. " S i l ko a l so  ends  the  ta le  wi th  t he  req u i red  c l os i n g  
n a r rat ive f ra m e :  "Aunt  Sus ie  a lways spoke the words o f  t h e  mothe r  to 
he r  daug hter / with g reat tenderness, with g reat fee l i ng  / as if Aunt Sus ie  
were the mother  / add ress i n g  her  l i tt le  ch i ld . "  J ust as an o ra l  sto ryte l l e r  
ends a ta le  with words to  t he  effect that the sto ry is now f i n ished i n  o rder  
to b r i ng  her  aud ience back to the present ,  S i l ko b r i ngs  her  reade rs back 
to the p resent by rem ind i ng  them that what they have j ust read is  one of 
Aunt Sus ie 's  stor ies .  [Due to the fact that th is poem is  the transcri ption 
of a story to ld to S i l ko by her  Aunt Sus ie ,  when referr ing to the story­
te l l e r, s h e  w i l l  be ca l l ed  "Aunt  S u s i e . " ]  Aunt  S u s i e  a lso  p rov ides a 
nar rat ive f rame to h e r  ta le ,  wh ich S i l ko reta i ns i n  her  written ve rs ion .  
Aun t  Sus ie ' s  sto ry beg i ns ,  " t he  scene is  l a i d  part ly i n  o ld  Acoma,  and  
Laguna , "  and ends w i th  the answer to  the  q uest ion wh ich  most l i ke ly  
posed the reaso n  fo r the tale :  
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And today they say that acoma has more beaut ifu l butte rf l ies  - / 
red ones ,  wh ite ones ,  b l u e  ones ,  yel low ones / 
They came / 
f rom th is  l itt l e  g i rl ' s  c loth i ng . 
Th i s  e t io log ica l  e n d i ng i s  c o m m o n  to o ra l  ta les  w h i c h ,  i n  add i t i on  to 
being to ld to expla in a particu lar  s ituat ion o r  answerr a specif ic quest ion ( i n  
t h i s  cas e ,  w h y  a l i tt l e  g i r l ran away) , a l s o  p rov ide  oth e r  t rad i t i ona l  
i n fo rmat ion  (why t h e re a re beaut i f u l  b utte rf l i es  i n  Acoma) . 
I n  add i t ion to the narrat ive f rame ,  S i l ko a lso i ncorporates the 
e lement of  a storyte l l e r's verbal as ides to her  aud ience wh ich are used 
to expla in ce rta in  terms o r  act ions so that the mean i ng of  the sto ry wi l l  
be u nderstood more fu l l y. S i nce the o ral  t rad i t ion exists et io log ica l ly as 
"answers to q u est i o n s "  and "as the reaso n  why a ce rta i n  cond i t i on  
occ u rs ,  "3 1 these asides are impo rtant aspects o f  keep ing  the cu ltu re 
a l ive. I n  th is  sto ry of the l i tt le  g i r l who ran away, the word "yashtoah" 
p l ays an i mpo rtant  ro l e .  With the f i rst use  of t h i s  wo rd , Aunt  S u s i e  
s u p p l ies  an as ide,  w h i c h  S i l ko emphas izes ,  a s  she does a l l  o f  Aunt 
Susie 's as ides,  by the use of i ta l ics .  Exp la i n i ng  th is Ke res wo rd to her 
aud ience, Aunt Susie says, 
Yashtoah i s  the hardened crust on  corn meal mush / 
that curls up .  / 
The ve ry name yashtoah means / 
i t 's sort of cu rled-up ,  you know, d ried , / 
j ust as mush d ries on  top .  
With th is  explanat ion t h e  aud ience u nd e rstands exact ly what yashtoah 
is and thus  u nd e rstands  t h e  l i tt l e  g i r l ' s  d es i re fo r such  a d e l i cacy. A 
N at i ve Amer ican aud ience,  however, wou ld  a lso u nderstand that corn is  
a reve red c rop  among the t r i bes .  S i nce Aun t  S u s i e  saw no need to 
e laborate on  th is  i ssue ,  ne i ther  does S i l ko ;  she does not i nte rject more 
na rrat ive than her  sto ryte l l e r  p rov ides .  To do so wou ld  be mov ing away 
f rom the o ra l  t rad i t i o n ,  a n d  wo u l d ,  t h u s ,  r i sk  l o s i n g  the  rhyt h m  and  
au thent i c i ty o f  the  o ra l  p e rfo rmance . 
Addit ional  as ides by Aunt Sus ie  a re i nco rporated th roughout the 
poem .  Waithea,  the l i tt l e  g i r l ,  goes h u nt i ng  fo r wood so that her  mothe r  
can  make the  yashtoah .  Waithea f i nds  wood ,  "some cu rled , some crooked 
in shape,  / that she was to pick up and take home. " Aunt Sus ie  p icks up  
some wood and  says to  her  aud ience ,  "She  found  j ust such  wood as  
these . "  The  use  o f  examples when te l l i n g  a sto ry that is  a l so  teac h i ng 
the necessit ies of eve ry day l iv i ng are i mportant aspects of sto ryte l l i n g .  
Certai n types o f  wood were best used i n  cook ing , and with t h i s  ta le Aunt 
Susi  i s  able to teach th is l esson .  When Waithea retu rns home with the 
wood ,  another  cu ltu ra l  trad i t ion lost i n  the modern world is  exp la i ned . 
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" F i rst she ca l led her  mothe r  / as she got home.  / She said / 'Nayah , 
dee n i !  / Mother, upsta i rs . "  I n  an as ide ,  Aunt Sus ie  exp la ins ,  
The pueb lo  peop le  always ca l led "upsta i rs "  / 
because long ago the i r homes were two , th ree stor ies 
h i g h  / 
and that was the i r  entrance / 
from the top.  
When the wood turns out  to be snakes and her  mother  sco lds he r, 
Wa i thea  dec ides  to r u n  away : " I ' m  g o i n g  to Kawa i k . " Aun t  S u s i e  
i n te rj ects a b r ief  "That means t h e  'west lake ' "  befo re beg i n n i n g  t h e  part 
of the ta le where Waithea meets a very o ld man who, upon learn i ng  she 
is  ru n n i n g  away, t ries to catch her. The o ld  man is  h i ndered by the wood 
he carr ies "strapped to his back / and t ied with yucca thongs . "  Aunt 
Sus ie expla i ns ,  "That 's the way they d id  / i n  those days , with a strap / 
ac ross the i r  forehead . "  
T h e  o l d  man , u nable t o  catch Waithea a n d  concerned fo r her  
welfare, goes to f i nd  her  mother, who is maki ng  the yashtoah . Aunt Sus ie  
i nte rrupts the ta le to comment ,  
Corn mush cu rled at the top . / 
She m ust have found enough wood / 
to bo i l  the co rn meal / 
to make the yashtoah .  
Th is  backt rack ing  t o  an earl i e r  part o f  t h e  story suggests o ra l ity, a s  a 
sto ryte l l e r  revises the story i n  the process of te l l i n g .  Ad hoc ed i t i ng  of a 
sto ry i s  part of the te l l e r's sty le ,  and is what keeps a sto ry fresh and a 
t rad i t ion th r iv i ng .  
As the ta le/poem p roceeds ,  the mother  beg i ns  to gathe r  pos­
sess ions which m i g ht ent ice Waithea home and goes i n  search  if her 
daughter. Aunt Sus ie exp la ins  of the route taken  by the mother, "the re 
used to be a t ra i l  there ,  you know, it is gone now, but / it was access i ble  
i n  those days . "  The break ing  away from the story with such an as ide 
rem i nds  the readers that a sto ryte l l e r  i s  speaki ng  and that the reade rs 
are the aud ience fo r th is  sto ry, j ust as if they were an aud ience at an oral 
te l l i n g  of the tale. Also, th is  aside remi nds the aud ience that they a re not 
of the same generat ion o r  leve l of encu l turat ion as the storyte l l e r. Aunt 
Sus ie  then e laborates on another  cu l tu ral t rad i t ion when Waithea t ies a 
feather  i n  her  ha i r  j ust befo re j ump ing  i n  the lake :  " I n  death they put th is  
feather  / on  the dead i n  the hai r. "  Th is  behav ior  by Waithea is  s ign if icant 
due to the fact that the t rad i t iona l  funeral  r itua ls i n lcude ty i ng  a feather  in 
the deceased's ha i r. With these asides, Aunt Susie manages to s low 
down the ta le by e laborat i ng  on cu ltu ra l  t rad i t ions and thus i mparting 
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necessary knowledge to he r  aud ience ,  wh ich  is a techn ique  of o ra l  
storyte l l i n g .  By keepi n g  these as ides  as part of he r  poem ,  S i l ko retains  
t h e  convent i o n s  of the  o ra l  t rad i t i o n .  By sett i n g  them apart wi th a 
d i ffe rent typesc r ip t ,  S i l ko a l so  reta i n s  a sense  of two vo ices-sto ry­
te l le r/ i nte rp rete r-of an  actua l  pe rfo rmance .  
Repet i t i o n  i s  a lso  a maj o r  co m p o n e nt of t he  o ra l  t rad i t i o n .  
Repet it i on  may b e  o f  stanzas , ph rases, words ,  o r  s i ng le  syl lab les.  M i l le r  
f i nds  fault with pr inted narratives because th is  repetit ion is often deleted .32 
I n  th is  poem ,  however, S i l ko reta i ns the sty le of repetit ion  used by Aunt 
S u s i e  in the te l l i ng of the ta l e .  W h e n  yas htoah i s  i nt rod uced , i t  is 
repeated s ix t imes with i n  the next seventeen l i nes .  Addi t iona l ly, Waithea 
is to ld to "p ick up  some p ieces of wood / b ri ng  them home . "  With i n  a few 
l i nes the repet i t ion " there were p ieces of wood . . .  that she was to p ick up 
and take home" occu rs .  Once home,  Waithea te l l s  her  mother, " I  have 
brought the wood / you wanted me to br ing . "  Another series of repetit ions 
occur  when Waithea retu rns home and lays out her st icks of wood , "Here 
they were snakes / i nstead of st icks of wood . "  Waithea's mother  says, 
"Yo u  have b ro u g ht s n a kes i nstead , "  so  Wai thea retu rns  the wood 
because "they we re s n a kes i n stead . "  Once the Kawai k, o r  lake, is  
i nt roduced , the words Kawai k  o r  lake are repeated f ive t imes i n  as many 
l i nes .  
Throughout the poem, yashtoah ,  wood , and the lake are constantly 
repeated . These th ings ho ld s ign if icant mean ing with in  the tr ibal cu l ture 
and warrant repetit ion so that the l i steners w i l l  remember the i r  importance . 
The same can be sa id fo r the feather  Waithea carr ies . As ment ioned 
ear l ie r, a feather is used i n  t rad i t ional  funera l  r i tua ls .  The fact that Waithea 
"ca rr ied a l itt le  feather" is  repeated :  "She carr ied a feather  the l itt le  g i r l 
d i d . "  Thus ,  without hav ing  to state to he r  aud ience that Waithea wou ld 
d ie  by the end of the story, Aunt  S us ie 's  repet i t ion of th is  feather be ing 
carried by Waithea te l ls  her l i steners what w i l l  happen .  Another  cu ltural 
f u n e ra l  t rad i t i on  is e m p has ized  w i thou t  stat i n g  its i m p o rtance just  by 
repet i t i on  of the act . The mother took Waithea's personal possess ions 
and scattered them out .  / 
She scatte red them to the east / 
to the west / 
to the north and to the south -
i n  a l l  d i rect ions .  
Th is  repet i t ion of  scatteri n g  possess ions " in  a l l  d i rect ions"  emphasizes 
the r i tual  of d ispos i ng  of the dead's persona l  possess ions and of the 
cu l tu ra l  respect for a l l  fou r  d i rect ions of the u n ive rse .  R itua l  and t ime­
honored t rad i t ions must, accord i n g  to Amiotte ,  be emphasized i n  o ra l  
pe rformances so that the l istener  can i ncorporate them i nto her  own 
l ife .33 Al len agrees,  stat i ng  the o ra l  "sto r ies a re woven of e lements that 
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i l l u m i nate the  r i t ua l  t rad i t i on  of t he  sto ryte l l e r' s  peo p l e . "34 I n  t h e  o ra l  
t rad i t i o n ,  t h i s  emphasis on r itua l  a n d  t rad i t ion i s  accomp l i shed th ro u g h  
repetit ion . S i l ko accomp l i shes t h i s  i n  t h e  written form b y  t ranscri b i n g  the 
o ra l  perfo rmance as i t  was g ive n ,  i nc lud ing  repet i t ions that ,  as M i l l e r  
c la ims ,  most wr iters leave o u t  o f  t h e  written text .35 
F ina l ly, a successfu l  perfo rmance of the o ral  sto ryte l l e r  " res ides 
not o n ly i n  the ta le but i n  the manner  of  te l l i n g ,  i n  rhythms ,  tona l i t ies ,  and 
i nf lect ions ;  i n  emphasis and proport ion ;  i n  the te l l e r's vo ice .  "36 C ri t ics 
who do  not be l ieve the o ral  can be written argue  that rhythms ,  tona l i t ies ,  
and i nf lect ions of the te l l e r  cannot be t ranscr ibed . However, i t  i s  poss ib le  
th ro u g h  poet ic devices to suggest them,  as S i l ko does i n  th i s  poe m .  I n  
add i t i o n  t o  Aunt  S u s ie ' s  as ides  a n d  the  use of re pet i t i o n ,  S i l ko uses  
vary i n g  l i ne  lengths and stanzaic structu re to  make he r  poem ref lect the 
narrat ive style of the o ra l  storyte l le r. 
At f i rst g l ance it may appear there is no d i scernab le stanza ic 
structu re to th is  poem .  A c loser read i ng ,  however, shows that stanzaic 
b reaks wh ich are very important to the oral ity of the poem do ex ist .  The 
f i rst stanzaic b reak occu rs between S i l ko 's open i ng  na rrat ive f rame and  
Aunt  Sus ie ' s  ta le .  Th is  b reak i nd icates to  the  reader tha t  the poet is  now 
mov ing  i nto the ta le as Aunt Sus ie  to ld i t .  The second stanzaic b reak 
takes p lace near  the end of  the tale and is  part of  Aunt  Sus ie 's o ra l  
met h o d .  Th is  maj o r  pause in  t he  ta le  i s  a tec h n i q u e  used  to evo ke 
s u s p e n s e ,  fo r a lt hough  the c l i max has occu rred (befo re the b reak  
Waithea has  "j umped / i nto the  lake " ) ,  i t  provides the reade r  w i th  a c l ue  
that there i s  more to  th i s  ta le .  After  t he  break, we  l ea rn  that Waithea has 
d rowned and that he r  g rievi n g  mother  performs the t rad i t iona l  r itua l  of  
d i sposal  of the dead's personal  possess ions .  Th is  b reak emphas izes 
th is r i tua l  by sett i ng  it apart f rom the rest of the ta le .  The f ina l  stanzaic 
b reak occu rs as Aunt Sus ie 's  tale ends and the vo ice of S i l ko retu rns to 
the poem ,  p rovid i n g  the c los ing  narrat ive frame.  
I t  i s  t h rough  vary ing  l ine lengths that S i l ko u lt i mately t ranscr ibes 
the o ra l  ta le i nto a written poem .  S i l ko says i n  he r  open i ng  narrat ive 
frame,  " I  write when I st i l l  hear / her  vo ice as she te l l s  the sto ry. " The 
l i nes b reak not semant ical ly, but where Aunt Susie uses i nf lect ions o r  
d iffe rent tones i n  h e r  te l l i ng  o f  t h e  tale. T h e  v is ib le b reaks fo rce the reade r  
t o  a l s o  pause a n d  change t h e  i nf lect ion o f  t h e  wo rds .  F o r  examp le ,  a 
reader  sees the fo l lowi ng two sentences: 
He t ried to catch her  but she was ve ry l i ght and skipped 
a lon g .  And every t ime he wou ld  t ry to g rab her  she wou ld  
sk ip  faste r away from h i m .  
A s  semant ic sentences, these l i nes do not p rovide t h e  reade r  with the 
b reath lessness  of a n  o ld man t ry i n g  to chase a yo u n g  g i r l ,  wh i ch  an  
o ra l  sto ryte l l e r  i s  ab le  to p rov ide by  pauses and  b reaths .  H oweve r, 
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by va ry i ng  the l i nes at the te l l e r's  pace , S i l ko is ab le to p rovide the sense 
of the chase j ust as the o ral  perfo rmer does:  
He tr ied to catch her  / 
but  she was ve ry l i g ht / 
and skipped a long .  / 
And eve ry t i me he wou l d  t ry / 
to g rab her  / 
she wou ld  sk ip  faste r / 
away f rom h i m .  
T h e  same c a n  be seen i n  t h e  fo l lowi ng  semant ic sentence : 
J ust as her  mothe r  was about to reach he r  she  j umped 
i nto the lake. 
The i mpact of th is act ion i n  the ta le is  much more p ronounced by an oral  
te l le r'S pauses used to he ighten the actio n .  This he ig htened te l l i n g  of 
such a sentence i s  emphas ized by S i l ko in the l i n e  b reaks: 
Just as her mother  was about / 
to reach her  / 
she j umped / 
i nto the lake. 
With these b reaks , S i l ko p rovides the suspensefu l  pauses used by an 
o ra l  sto ryte l l e r  to provide the b reath less render ing  of the c l i max of the 
ta le .  
S im i larly, the  importance of  the  ritual  o f  d ispos ing o f  the  dead's 
personal possessions does not carry the same impact when stated in  prose: 
She stood on the edge of the h i g h  mesa and scattered 
them in al l  d i rections .  
The o ra l  storyte l l e r  emphas izes the importance of  th is  ritua l  w i th  b reaths ,  
vo ice i nf lect ions ,  and repet i t ions .  S i l ko emphas izes the r i tua l  by l i n e  
p lacement  a n d  repet i t ion :  
S h e  stood on t h e  edge / 
of the h i g h  mesa / 
and scatte red them out .  / 
She  scattered them to the east 
to the west / 
to the north  and to the south - / 
i n  a l l  d i rect ions .  
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T h e  l i n e  b reaks p rov ide the  read e r  w i th  t h e  fee l i n g of move m e n t  as 
t h e  m ot h e r  p e rforms h e r  r i tua l , paus i ng and t u rn i ng to scatte r t he  
possess i o n s  of h e r  d eceased c h i l d .  
I n  he r  c los ing narrative frame, S i l ko a lso p rov ides t h e  reade r  
w i t h  d i rect ions a s  t o  how t h e  tale was to ld o ra l ly. She te l l s  the reade r  that 
A u nt Sus ie  "spoke the words of the mother  to her  daug hter / with g reat 
tenderness ,  with g reat fee l i ng " and that when speaking the  old man's 
words " there was someth ing mou rnfu l / i n her  voice . "  H owever, at the 
end  of the ta le Aunt Sus ie 's  "voice wou ld  change and I wou ld  hear the 
excitement and wonder / and the sto ry wasn 't sad any longer. "  With th is  
commentary, S i l ko a ids the reader into an enriched re read i ng of the poem. 
And the  poem is  meant to be re read , j ust as the o ral  sto r ies were to ld 
aga i n  and ag a i n .  With each te l l i ng of an  o ra l  ta l e ,  new n u ances of 
m ea n i n g emerge to the l istener. S im i larly, with each read i ng of the poem,  
new s u bt let ies o f  language and cu l tural rep resentat ion  w i l l  emerge fo r 
the �eader. 
A t rad i t iona l  sto ryte l le r  "ho ld  the l i steners '  attent ion so that they 
can exper ience a sense of be long i ng  to a stu rdy and strong t rad i t ion . "37 
As a poet d rawi ng on her  cu ltura l  t rad i t ions and performance p ract ices,  
S i l ko deve l o ps a wr i t ten strategy for  ho ld i n g read e rs '  atte nt i o n .  By 
i n c o rp o rat i n g convent ions  of  o ral  perfo rmance i n  h e r  co l lect ion  Sto ry­
te l l e r, she p reserves and protects the va lue  of the o ra l  t rad i t ion by t ran­
scri b i ng i t  to the p ri nted page .  Because she has written down what her  
Aunt  Sus ie  to ld  her, an important part o f  the Native American he ritage is 
p reserved for futu re generat ions .  The stor ies,  and thus the tr iba l  cu l tu re ,  
w i l l  cont i nue  to th rive ; on ly the mode of  storyte l l i n g  w i l l  change .  
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